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PR O L O G U ?. 

jf Female culprit at your bar appears^ 
^ Ifot d^tute sf bope^ nor free from fears. 
fler utmoft crime /he's ready to eonfefs^ 
Afimple trefpafs^— neither more nor lefs % 
Fory truaTft'likeyfift rambled out ofbounds^ 
And dat^d to venture on poetic grounds. 

Tbefmlt is deemed bigh-treafon by tbe men^ 
nofe tordfy tyrants who ufurp tbepaen ! 
Tben try tH *vile monopoly to hide 
fVitb flattering arts^ * Tou^ ladies^ have ifffide 

* Sotnanyvfoys toconquer-^ureUisfit 

* Tou leave to us that dangerous weapon wit /* 
For women J Ukeftate criminals^ they think 
Should be debarred tbe ufe ^fpen and ink. 

Our author^ who difclaims fucb partial laws^ 
To her own fix appeals to judge her caufi. 
She pleads old magna charta on berjidey 
That Britijhfubje£is by their peers be trfd^ 

Ladies^ to youjbe dedicates her lays^ 
AJfertyour right to cenfure or to praifty 
Nor douk a fentence by fucb lips decreed^ 
firm as the laws of Perjian or of Mede : 
Boldly your wHl in open court declare ^ 
And let tbe men dijpute it if they dare. . 

Our humble fcenes no charms of art can blaft^ 
Butjimpie nature^ and plain Jenfe at moft : 
perhaps fome cbaraHer — a moral too — 
And what is ftramgerftiU — tbejlorfs mw : 
No borrowed thoughts thro^bout tiye piece areflsewn^ 
But what our author writes is ail iir aim* 

By no fly hint^ or inddemflbe tries 
To bid on modefl cheeks tbe blufh arife : 
The Uofeft thou^is our decent fcenes Juggeft^ 
Virtue berfelf might harbour in her Ireafi ; 
And. where our barmlefs fatire vents itsfpken^ 
Tbe fobereft prude maylaugb^ without afkreen. 

a But^ 
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PROLOGUE. , ^ . 

But not to mirth alone we claim your eari 
Some tender fcenes demand the melting tear 5 
^he comic dapie^ her different powers to frov^ 
Gives you the dear variety you love \ 
Sometimes ajfumes her graver Jijier^s arty 
Borrows herform^ ani tries to touch the heart. 
But fancy^s piSures float upon the brain^ 
And jhort'liv^ d o'er the heart ispaffton^s feign^ 
Till judgement Jiamp her fanSion on the whole^ 
And Jink tFimpreffton deep into thefouL — 



Perfons of the Pky/ 

.MEN. 

Lord MedwaV, Mr. Sheridan-- 

Sir Anthoi^'y Branville, Mr, Garrick. 
Sir Harry Flutter^ Mr.'OBRi?N. 

Colonel Medwa Y, Son to7j^ Holland. ' 

LordMEETWAYi 3 • • . • 

WOMEN. 

Lady MeUway, Mrs.PRiTCHARft, 

Lady Gutter, Niece tojj^ij.^ p^^^^ 
Sir Anjihojiy, 5 

Mrs. Knight tY,a young 7 j-„ Yates 
Widaw,-. jmrs. lATEs. 
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A C T I. 

§ C £ N £, tf Ubrai^, . 
tori M E D W A Y teaMng at a table. ' 
Enter Lady MED WAY. 

LORD: 

HOW'S this, itiadam? pulrfue mc into mf 
ftudf ! my fanftuaiy ! I thought this place, 
kt leaft, was to be cbnfidered by your Ladyihip as 
inviolable. 

LADY. 
I hope I don't interrupt yoU) my dean 

LORD. 
I fhould be ^d, lady Medway, that We re-< 
member'd our rdpe^ve bounds ^ I never intrude 
tf. your tea-uble or toilet ^ and I defire my hours 
of retiiement, may be held as ik(ired by you. 
LADY. 
% beg your pardon, my Lord, but ijideed you 
B . fcave 
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i THE DISCOVERY. 

have made me fo exceedingly unhappy by this 
fudden refolution you have taken, in regard tp 
marrying your daughter, that I can find reft no 
where. 

LOR I>. * . - --^ 
And fo you are c6me, like the evil fpirit, to 
take poffeffion of me, in order to make me as 
reftlefs as yourfelf. I am really extremely oblig- 
ed to your Ladylhip -, but you muft know, 
ma'am, I am of fa ftrangc a dtfoofition, that t 
have an abfolute diflike to the bemg made unea- 
fy ; and therefore fhall take it as a favour, it 
ypu will either, at once, chearfuUy acquiefce in* 
what I have determined, or elfe go, and difplay 
your plaintive eloquence to fome one better dif- 
pofed to fympa,thifee with you than I am. 

LADY. 
My Lord, you know your will has ever beea 
a law to me j. but I beg* of you- to confider the 
cruelty of forcing young people to marry againlt 
their inclinations. 

. LOR n. 
Madam, I did not expeff this idle^oppofiltio^f 
from you, efpecially when you know my motive^, 
to this marriage. ^ 

' LADY. 

My Lord, you have* not yet explained them 
to me ; I can-only guefs at large. 

LORD. 
• . You know . I am harrafled with debts, and I 
now tell you, I don't know where to raife five 
hundred pounds more, if it would fav« me from 
perdition j and^pray, let me alk yqur Ladyfliipy 
do you know any one befides Sir Anthony Bran- 
ville, who willjakej^our daughter without sfefbr- 
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THE DISCOVERY; g 

tune ? for I neither am, nor probably ever fhall 
be^ able to give her one. / ^ - - 

LA.D Y. ' 

But Louifa is very young, my Lord; why 
need we be fd precipitate ? Befidcs, if this 
match between Mrs. Knigktly and your fon 
fliould tafcei)lace,- it will then be in your power 
to provide ror your daughter. 
L O R D. 
Right woman ! — 2l hint is but juft'ftaftcfd, and 
you purfue, run it down, and feize it at once. I 
have not yet proposed the thing to my fon. Per- 
haps he may not like the lady when I do ; and I 
' prefume you will think bis inclinations as proj 
per to be confulted, as thofe of the young lady 
his fifber. 

LADY. 
. Certainly, my Lord.. 

LORD. _ 

Oh no doubt on't -, love-matches againfl the 
world ! All you ladies, in this particular, are ve- 
ry ready to adhere to that chriftian precept, of 
iioing a^ you would be done by :. and fo I fup.- 
pofe, you, out of your maternal fondnefs, would 
recommend it to me to let Mifs pleafe herfelf in 
the choice of a hufband, as her marama did be- 
fore her. 

•^ LAD Y- 

That reproach firom^^«, my Lord, is not kind 
>— but I do not.defireyou to let her pleafe her-^ 
felf in chufmg one ihe likes, only do not force 
Jicr to take one ihe hates. 

LORD. ^ i 

Has fhe told you that (he hates Sir Anthony ? 

B 2 LADY 
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4 THE DISCOVERS. 

LADY. 

Not in exp^n^ words i but the repygnancc fli« 
jhcw a ■ V > 

LORD. 
F^rha|>$ Ihfi iov^s fome one elfe.-*«-*~ 

LADY. 
To ten you the truth, my Lord^ I believe ihe 

docs^ 

LORD. 

And Ihe Hw made you tl^ oonfideat d her 
tender paflloa. 

LADY. 
I eirtorted fomething likcaeonfeOionofthiA 
fort from hen 

LORD. 
And pray who m^y he the h^ppy man > 

LADY. 
Young Branville, Sir Anthony's nephew, whQ, 
is now on his travels, aqcl is expedtea every da^ 

LORD. 

Aforwsn^ Itttlt^ gipfey This is the cujfii 

df marrying eqjrly, to n^YC our children tvigging 
4tt our punertoings, at a titue when we ha:vc as. 
quick a relilh for the joy^of life as they havt,an<i 
ten times a better capacity for puruiing thcm^ 

p-Look'ee, madam, I canpot g)ve her aihiU 

ling ; Sir Anthony is ready to take her as (he isj 
and if t^y ihoul4 have a family* is able to pnK 
yide liberally for them aU. Qn the cootnury, ST 
^e foUQfws her orwn foft inclinations, in marrying 
Mr, BraiiviUe, I luppofe, in ^hriee or four years,, 
I ftiould have the pleafure of feeing myfelJF a 
grand papa to two or three pretty lime befi;gars,, 
vho between their mother's, vanity, andtheir 

fether's 
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THE DISCOVERY. f 

father's povc!ty» may faaj^en to continue U> aU 
their lives, 

LADY, 

But, mj Lord, as Sir Anthony hu fent hb 
nephew ahnoad at his own expence^ it looks as 
if ne meant to do fomething handfome for him : 
^fides, he is his tmde's heir, in cafe he ihould 
die without children by oaarriage. 

LORD. 

And fo you think you can keep him in a ftjtia 
of celibacy, by rcfufmghim your daughte r . m 
Oh fy. Lady Medway, 1 never heard you arguo 
fo weaklv. Sir Anthony is not yet paft the 
prime of life ; befides, he has owned to ipe that 
It was his being difc^rded by Mrs. Knightly^ 
which made him refolve, at once, in a fort of 
pique, to marry the firft girl that fell in his way i 
pirth and reputation b^ing all the fprttme he de^ 
iirrd with hen A m^n thus circumftanced, h 
very little likely to oo^tinue a batchelor — ^No^ 
no, rU tak^ him in the humour, and fecure him 
wMlc I may, 

LADY, 

Before it be too late, my Lord, let me onto 
more befee(:h vow to reflect on the mifcryof ^ 
married life, where on cither fide lovie or elleem 
is wanting. H^ve we not a glaring inftance of 
this in the houfe with us, in Sir Jiarry Flutter 
smd his* wife ? are they not as wretched a pair a% 
ever Inct in wedlocks perpetually quarrcUmg ! I 
own, I ^mott repent my mvitation to ihem, ancj 
-vifh them fairly oack again in the country, 

LORD. ; 

That muft not be. (Aftde.) You have made 
I very unlucky choice \n your example, ma*am ^ 

^ fooUft 
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a foolifli boy, and a giddy girl, that know not 
cither of them what they would be at. He 
married the wife his mother chofe for him, to 
get rid of his tutor-, and (he took the hulband 
her wife father provided for her, to efcape from 
a boarding-fchool. What can be emefted ftpm 
two fuch fimplctons ? He, proud of the autho- 
rity of a hufband, cxercifes it. from the fame 
principle, and with pretty much the fame capa- 
jcity, that children fhew with regard to poor little 
aflimals that are in their power, in teazing and 
controlling therfi; and this he thinks makes 
him look manly, 

LADY. 
So I imagine, for I have heard him fay, he 
does no more than other huCbands. 

LORD. 
She, on the other hand, fancies the preroga- 
tives of a wife confifts in contradifting and pp- 
pofmg him ; and this, I prefume, fhe thinks is- 
doing like other wives : but my life for it, wheo 
they know a little more of the world, they will 
be veiy happy. 

LADY.. ^ 

Never in each other, I am afraid, my Lord. 

LORD. 
And pray, ma'am, let me alkyou, what migh-, 
ty felicity have you enjoyed, in being married to 
the man of your choice ? • • 

LADY. 
That is a ftrange queftion, my Lord*! .1 never 
complained of my lot -, but if I have riot been 
completely happy, it is not owing to any fault of 
mine. 

LORD. 
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<•" 'LOU D. 

It maybe mine for aught I know— but! only 
mention it, to fliew you that love is not fuch an 
almighty deity, as to confer happincfs withput 
certain ingredients befides, thit I could riame. 
LAD Y. 

■ My Lord, where it is reciprocal, there Wants 
i^ot much befides. ^ 

; LO R^.; / . . 

s Be fure you preach that\yTfe dbdrine to your 
4aughter ; it will become your prudence, and 
no doubt will be. extremely agreeable to her 
pretty romantic iiotipns — ^^utj)r'ythee let us 
Ijave done with the fubjedt at once. One Qir-. 
cumftance more, however, I JDtull acquaint youj 
with; if the marriage between Medway and this' 
lady (hould be acconipliftied, i, have other pur- 
pofes to appropriate her fortune to, than buying 
a hnfband for your daughter^^-But this is only ia 
fpeculation — the thing: njay • never happen — for 
nothing but the laft extremity fliyuld -compel me 
to urge my fon againft his, ir^lmatioh.'* In re- 
gard to Louifa,, in two words, I will be obeyed : 
do me'the fav6\ir to tell hera^ much. I lliall fcQ 
her prefently, and expeft .fiich an anfwer front 
^ler,^ as her duty (hall didate. 

^' LADY, ; . . 

: . ]V^y Lord„ it is an unpleafmg taik you have 
aflign'd.me,,b\*jE I will obey you. ^. [£x. Lady^ 
LORD. 

.^. (Looking after her). That you have always 

done, fo much praife I will allow you but I 

am out of humour with, every thing.* If this 

boy fliould diflike the match, I am undone at 

Qn^q-rr'Sdcath v/hat a thing it is to have poyertjs 

; ' " ' * flaring 
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ftaring a man in the face^ and no way to ke^ 
the horrid ^^eQjt from laying hold On you l-^Nof 
vfxf but one \ it all de^ads gn Medwa/s filial 
dut y ■ ^ ' A thoui4nd vexations crowd upon me 
together-*-'Ti$ a prett]^ dme for aittaa to think 
of intriguing ! and yet the bloomine t)eauty of 
thzL little madcap, with all her childilhnefs about 
her, has caught fuch hold on me^ that I muft 

have her Oh with what alacrity now could I 

puriue the chace, if my thoughts were a fittld 
tn&pt ^Uengaged ! — ^She has oeen compkining 
fo my w% ofiier huibamfs ill ufiw^e of her; and 
he, I fu|fiofe, will come to me jprefently, to take 
a lefibn^ as he calls it, to enable him to ufe hei^ 
worfe — he (han't want my aiIiftance-^-«nd heri 
he comes » receive jt. 

S C E N E n. 
£nta^ Sir HARKY FLUTTER. 

Sir H A R.R y. 
Oh my dear Lord! 

LORD. 
Why you fcem out of breathy Sir Harty^ wha« 
k the matter ? 

Sir H A R R Y. 

Upon my foul, my Lord^ I have been fo 

ftunn'd this morning, with the din of conjugal 

interrogatories, that I am quite bated— do, let 

me lounge a little on this eouch rfyours. 

LORD* 

' What, I foppofe you were playing the rogue 

laft night. 

^ Sir H A R R Y. 

No faith, only at the tavern. I was it home 
before three o*dock, and yet my wife was fuch 

an 
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THE •DISCOVERY. ^ 

an unreafonablc little devil, as to alk me forty 
queftions about my (laying out fo late. 
LORD. 

It's the way of them all — but I hope you are 
too well acquainted with your own prerogative^i 
to give her any fatisfaftion on thofe accounts. 
Sir HARRY. 

Satisfaftion ! ho catch me at that, and gibbet 
me-— no, no — ^But pray now, my Lord, how 
would you behave on fuch an occafion ? for I 
fhould be very glad to find that my Gonduft 
fquarcd with yours. 

LORD. 

Why — not roughly — you ktiow that is riot 
my way — it is not manly j befides, it would at 
once provoke, and juftiiy your wife in her re- 
fentment. — But there is a fort of fneering, ironi- 
cal treatment, that I never knew fail of nettling 
a woman to the quick ; and the beft of it is, the 
thing won't bear repetition ; for let them deliver 
yolir very wgrds, without the tone and air ac- 
companying thegi, and there Ihall not appear* 
tjie leaft harm in thefti. 

Sir HARRY. 

Ay that, that's the fecret 1 want to come at ;" 
that's the true art of tormenting, and what of 
all the talents yoiir Ldrdfhip poflelTes, 1 envy 
-y6u for the moft — Heavens, how I have feen my 
Lady fwell, and tears ftart into her eyes, when, 
devil take me if I thought you were not in per- 
feft good humour all the while — Now I am ra- 
ther petulant, flafh, flafli, flafli,as quick as- light- 
ning, till I put my felf into a confounded paf- 
fipn, when I only meant to vex her — Tho' I 
ihiiik I was rather temperate too, this morning. 

C LORD. 
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LORD. 
How was it, let's hear ? 

Sir HARRY. 
Why, I came hjomc at three o'clock, as I told 
you, a little tipfey too, by the by ; but what was 
that • to her, you know, for I am always good 
humoured in my cups ? To bed I crept, as foft- 
ly as a moufe, for I had no more thoughts of 
quarrelling with her then, than I have now witk 

your Lordfliip La, fays (he, with a great 

heavy' figh, it is a fad thing that one mull be 
difturbed in this manner j and on Ihe went, 'mut- 
ter, mutter, mutter, for a quarter of an hour ; I 
all the while lying as quiet as a lamb, without 
making her a word of anfwer ; at laft, quite 
tired of her perpetual buzzing in my ear, Pr'ythee 
be quiet, Mrs. Wafp, fays I, and let me deep 
(I was not thoroughly awake when I fpoke). Do 
fo, Mr. DrojfCy grumbled Ihe, and gave a great 
flounce. I faid no more, for in two minutes I was 
as faft as a top. Juft now, when I came down 
to breakfaft, flie was featcd at the ?ea-table all 
alone, and looked fo neat, and fo cool, and fo 
pretty, that e'gad, not thinking of what had 
paffgd, I was going to give her a kifs ; when up 
Ihe tofs'd her demure little face. You were a 
pretty fellow, laft night. Sir Harry, fays fhe y 
So I am . every night, I hope, ma'am, fays I, 
making her a low bow. Was not that fomc- 
thing in your manner, my Lord ? 

LORD. 

Oh very well, very well 

Sir HARRY. 
Pray where were you till that unconfcionable 
liour, fays fhe ? At the tavern drinking, fays I, 
4 very 
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very civilly. And who was with you, Sir ? Oh, 
thought I, ril match you for your enquiries ; 
I nam'd.your Lordftrip, and half a dozen moYe 
wild fellows, (whom, .by the way, I had not fo ' 
much as feen) and two or three girls of the 
town, added I, whiftling, and looking another 

way _ 

^ LORD. 

That was raither a little, tho' but a little, too 

much. 

Sir HARRY. 

Down flie flap'd her cup and faucer ; If this 
be the cafe. Sir Harry (half, fobbing) I ihall dc- 
fire a feparate bed. That's as / pleafe, madam, 
flicking my hand in my fide, and looking her 
full in the face. No, it fhall be as /pleafe, fir — 
iljhan^t^ madam -, it/»^//, fir ; and it Ihan't and it 
Ihall, and it fliall and it ftian't, was bandied 
backwards and forwards till we were both out of 
breath with paflion. At laft (he faid fomething 
to provoke me, I don't know what it was, but I 
anfwered her a little tartly. You would, not 
have faid it, I believe — Fd give the world for 
your command of temper — but it flip'd out 

faith 

LORD. 
What was it .? 

Sir HARRY. 
Why, I faid (for ftie vexed me cu^rfedjy) I 
faid — faith I think I — as good as told her Ihe 
ly'd. 

l>ORD. 
Ohfy! 

Sir HARRY. 

She burft out a crying, I kick'd down the tea- 
table, and away I fcamper'd up to your Lord- 
fhip? to receive advice and confolation. 

C 2 LORD. 
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LORD. 
Why xeally, Sir Harry, I pity you ; to be ty'd 
to fuch a little termagant is the devil j but 'tis 
the fortune of wedlock. One thing 1 have al- 
ways obferved ; the more a hufband fubmits, 
the more a wife tyrannizes. 'Twas my own cafe 
at firft ; but I was foon obliged to alter my 
courfe, and by exerting myfelf a little, I brought 
I^ady Medway to. b^ as well-behaved, I think, as 
^ny woman of quality in town. 

Sir HARRY. 
So ihe is upon my word, my L-ord ; I'd change 
with you witn all my heart, if my Lady were a 
little younger. Dqce take me but I wifh we 
were like the Spartans j I aflure you, if their 
laws were in force here, my wife fliould be at 
your fervicc, a.nd I dare fay I Ihould be as wel- 
come to yours. 

LORD. 

. Oh undoubtedly. Sir Harry ? 
Sir HARRY. 
The women would like it vaftly — your wife/ 
?ind mine I mean. 

LORD. 
How do you know that ? 

Sir HARRY. 
Why I know mine doesn'i care fixpence for 
me, and I fuppofe it may be pretty much the 
fame with yours, and with all of them for th^t 

matter. ^ 

LORD. 
That doesn't follow — but how do you intend 
to a6t with regard to Lady Flutter ? 1 fuppofe 
this little breach will be made up like all the 

reft, 

§4P 
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Sir HARRY. 

Not by me, I affure you, my Lord -, I don't 
intend to fpeak to her to-day, and when I do, 
ihe fh^l: alk my pardon before I forgive hen 
LORD. 

Poh, that's children's play, fall out, and then 
pray, pray, kifs and be'friends. No, Sir Harry, 
if you would ftiew yourfelf a man, and a hulband, 
let her fee that you defpife her little girlilh pe- 
tulance, by taking no farther notice of it. Now, 
were I in your cafe, I'd behave juft as if nothing 
jit all had happened. If fhe pouts, fmile ; and 
alk her how flie likes your new fword-knot, or 
the point in your ruffles, or any other idle quef- 
tion. You know fhe muft give you an anfwer. 
If it be a peevifh X)ne, laugh in her face, take up 
your hat, and wifh her a good morning ; if on 
the contrary, fhe fpeaks with good humour, 
feem not to hear her, but walk about the room, 
repeating verfes. Then, as if you had not ob- 
ferved her before. Did you fpeak to me Lady 
Flutter ? but without waiting for her reply, 
didt out of the room, humming a tune — ^Now 
all this, you fee, were fhe to relate it, will not 
have the appearance of ill treatment; arid yet 
my Ijfe for yours, it hymbles her more thsin all 
phe bluflering airs you could put on. 
Sir HARRY. 

I am fure you are right, my Lord. The cafe 
is plain ; but the difficulty is in executing the 
thing^roperly, I am fo warm in my temper. Oh 
what would I give for your glorious cool fneer 

of contempt! I'll try for it pofitively ; and 

e'gad I'll now go to her and make the experi- 
ment ; and fo, my Lord, adieu for the prefent, 
and thanks for tiiis lefJbn. 

" " LORD, 
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LORD, 
Sir I&riy 1 ^o f ou diae at home to-day ^ 

Sir HARRY. 
I donN: know howlihat rnay be till I have re- 
connoitred •, your Lordfhip, I know, does not — 
and I. hate to dine alone with the women. 

LORD. 

Oh, Ithall certainly be at home foon after din- 
ner, for ?I 'fhrfll long to know on wh^t terms you 
-and my Lady may be by that time. 
Sir HARRY. 

Oh heaven knows -we may be at cuffs by 

that time, perhaps ; but I fhall be in the way. 

[Exit Sir Harry. 
1. O R D. 

If he ftUows my advice, I think fhe mull hate 
him heartily and then I ftep in as her com- 
forter — But I have other bufmefs to mind at pre- 
Teiit — fb many projects oh foot without a cer- 
tainty of a;ccompliftiing one of them Z — ns, 

in had not the firmnels of a Stoic, I fhould beat 
rty own brains out. \^Exit. 

S'CENE III. Changes to a Chamber. 

%Sy MED WAY and LOUISA, 

LADY. 
My dear, it afflifls me as inuch as it does you 5 
but you know your papa is abfolute : I wifli» 
therefore, you would endeavour to i^oncile 
yourfelf to Sir Anthony. 

LOUJSA. 
Indeed, jtnadam, it is impoflible ! If my heart 
were ever fo much at liberty, it never could en- 
dure that forbidding man. 

LADY. 
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LADY. 
. But, cW^W, yow are, , too m\xdx governed by 
fancy I — tho* he is not quite in the biooan of 
youth, yet is he far from being difagreeable. 
What is it you fo much diflike in him ? 
LOUISA. 
Dear madam ^ &re dbe pomp and ftrange turn 
of his phrales, and the foliemnity of ^ manner^ 
is almoil ridiculous^ 

LAI>Y. 
He is rather formal, I allow you. 

LOUISA. 
And then his notions of love fo extravagant, 
his addrefs fo romantic^ nothing but flames and 
rapture in his mouth, and, according to my bro- 
ther's account of him, he has no more real 
warmth than a marble ftatue. 
LADY. 
You find he lov*d Mrs. Knightly. 

LOUISA. 
His peculiarities diverted her, madam, and fh^ 
indulged him in them — I am told he ufed to 
figh at her feet for half a day,* and if he com- 
mitted the fmalleft fault, fhe would impofe a 
pennance on him, which Sir Aathony always re- 
ceived as a mark of favour. 

LADY. 

I am forry, my dear, it is not more agreeable 
to you i for I am commiffioned to tell you, po- 
iitively, you muft accept of him for a hufband. 
LOUISA. 
But, madam, he has never fpoken a word -to 
mc on the fubje<5l: — I have feen hirn but a few 
xim^s^ and — in fliort, I can't bear him. 

LADY, 
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LADY. 

Shall I tell your papa what you fay ? hCj no 
doubt, will be perfe<5tly fatisfied with this dcter- 
. mination. , 

LOUISA. 

Dear madam ! fure you will not. Save mc 
from my papa's anger, you know I dare not Open 
my heart to. him. You (except in your mater- 
nal tendernefs) are more like a companion to me 
than a parent. The authority of the mother is 
melted down in the kindnefs of the friend ; my 
papa's feverity had elfe been infupportable. 
LADY, 

Louifa, you are not to give fo harih a name to 
your father's foUicitude for your happinefs. He 
is not to be fhaken in his refolution. I have al- 
ready exerted my utmoft influence over him, and 
that I am forry to fay, is lefs, much lefs, than it 

ought to be. Hift !-— I hear your father's 

voice below ; he is coming up to you. I beg, 
my dear, you will let him fee by your obedience, 
that my interpofition has has had its proper ef- 
feft. ril give you the opportunity to talk to him 
alone. 

LOUISA. 

Dear madam, don't leave me — my papa is fo 
Hern. 

LADY. 

I go to avoid ungrateful appeals from him. 
Confent with a good grace, Louifa, for 'tis certain 
you have no choice left. {Exit Lady. 

LOUISA. 

Heavens, what will become of me ! 

{Sheftands mufing. 

SCENE 
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S C E N E IV* 

Lord M E D W A Y enters^ flops at the Door, and 
looks at her, ftje not obferving him, 

LORD. [Repeating iffeaedly.] 
On every hill, in every grove. 
Along the margin of each ftream, 
Dear confcious fcenes of former love — ^ 
I mourn, and Damon is my theme. 

What is your pretty tender heart ruminating 
upon ? your Damon, I fuppofe— were not you 
thinking of Mr. Branville ? 

LOUISA. 
No, my Lordk 

LORD, 
I believe you don't tell truth, my Lady — » 

look up, girl Ah Louifa, Louifa, that con- 

/cious blufh ! but *tis well you have the grace to 
be afhamed. 

LOUISA. 
My Lord, if I do blufli, I am not confcious of 
any caufe, unlefs the fear of offending you. 

LORD. 

Pretty innocent ! all obedience too, I war- 
rant. I hate hypocrify from my very foul ; you 
know that you are a rebel in the bottom of your 
heart. Speak honeftly now, would not you ruii 
away wjth Branville this very night, if it were in 
your power ? 

LOUISA. 

My Lord, I 1 

LORD. 

My Lord, I — - I-* , §)€ak out ^uftrcfs, 

D LOUISA; 
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LOUISA. 
If I had your permiflion my Lord, I own T 
fliould be — inclined to prefer him to — any other. 
LORD. 
Thou prevaricating monkey — diflemblers too 
from the very e^g. And without my permiflion, 
mifs : what anlwer does your modcfty and filial 
piety fuggeft to that ? 

LOUISA. 

That without it, I will never marry any one. 
LORD. 

F don't believe one fyllable of thatj — but. I 
take you at your word ; and now I tell you that 
you never fliall have it to marry him — How does 
your love-fick heart relilh that ? 

LOUISA. 
My Lord, lam refigntd to your pleafure. 

f^A^ curyks and offers to go^ he bow& and lets^ 
her walk to the door.\ 

LORD. 

Now, ma'am— ^walk back if you pleafe — for 
I have not done with you yet. (She comes back, X. 
— Whither were you fwimming with that fweet 
languifliing air, like an Arcadian princefs ? 
LOUISA. 

I was going to my cliamber, my Eord, if you ' 
hadmotforbid it.^ 

LORD. 

Forbid f fy, what an ungenteel word to ufe 
towards a heroine in romance ! There are fome 
furly fathers, indeed, who take thofe liberties 
with their children, but I, who know breeding, 
better, only intreat ; and therefore, ma'am, beg^ 
the favour of your ccjmpany a little longer ^^ if 
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iamind dignified by the noble paffion of-love, 
can condefcend to the admonitions of a parent — 
What does the fool hang her head for ? Sit 
down there — ^What^youare going t* faint, I hope 
— Oh I d — y — ^! I ex-^/r^— Branville take my 
laft adieu — Here, Betty, fome hartfhorn for the 
defpairingnyn^pfc, quickly — ^your lady is dying 
for Jove. — =-So, fo, fo, the fluicc is let out at 
laft. . 

So lillies look furcharg'd with morning dew ! 

You really look very pretty when you cry, Louifa, 
I had a mind to fee how it would become you. 

LOUISA. 
Indeed, my Lord, you are too liard upon one. 

LORD. 
How now, miftrefs ! how dare you ipeak 
thus ? What do you call a h^dfhip ? Love- 
makes fome timorous a^in>als bold, they fay ; 
it makes women fo with a vengeance. 
LOUISA. 
My Lord, I b^ yourpermiflion^fto withdraw. 

LORD. 
Stay where you are, madam. — When I con- 
defcend to talk with you, methinks you ought to 
Jcnow, 'tis your duty to attend to what I have to 
fay. You know my mind already in regard to 
young Branville. — ^Ay, figh on — fy, fy, do thofe 
gldwing afpirations become a young lady ed^i* 
cated as you have been ? Your mother, I am 
fure, has always fet you a good example, /was 
no pattern for you to follow. — But obferve what 
Ifay, I forbid you to think, but even to think, 
of Branville. That is the firft, and perhaps the 
hardeft part of my command. The nextis^ that 
you refolve immediately to accept of Sir A«tho^ 

D 2 ny 
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nj for yonr hufband. And now, mifs, you mayi 
if you pleafe, retire to your chamber, and, iti 
plaintive ftrains, either in Veffe or profe, bemoan 
your hard fate ; ^nd be fure you complain to 
your waiting- woman what a tyrant you have to 
your father.—^ — Go, get you gofie. [Ex.Louifa. 
. This is the plague of having daughters ; no 
fooner out of their icfading-ftrings than in love, 
forfooth, 

SCENE V. 

Enter Colonel M E D W A Y. 

" Oh Geofge, J am glad you are com^ ; that 
foolifli girl has ruffled me fo, I want relief from 
my own thoughts. 

COLONEL. 

r met my fifter in tears 1 hope, my Lord, 

fhe has done nothing to difoblige you. 
LORD. 

Oh a mem trifle only confefled a paffion 

for a fellow not worth fixpence but what de- 
pends on the caprice of a relation, and, like a 
prudent as well as dutifyl child, has jfHewn a 
thorough (^iflike of her fi^ther's choice, 
COLONEL. 
My Lord, Ihe will confider better of it 5 Iain. 
fure my fifter would willingly obey yoii in every 
thing. 

LORD. 
To what purpofe is a father's foUicitude for the 
welfare of his children, if a perverfe filly girl will 
counter-s^d all his projeds ? — You, Medway, have 
ever fhewn yourfelf an afFeftionate, as well as an 
obedient fon, to 9 parent who confeffes himfelf, 

with 
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with regard to youj tiot one of the moft provi- 
dent 1 wifti i could make you amends. 

COLONEL. 

My Lord, the tendernefs you have always 
fhewn me, deferved every i-eturn I could make 

you. 1 wifh for ho other amends^ but to fee 

you eafy in your mind and in your circumftances* 
LORD. 

That's well faid ! but I expefted as much 
from you. Suppofe, now, that it were in your 
power to make liie eafy in both, and at the fame 
time efFeftually to ferve yourfelf, 
COLONEL, 

1 wifh it were, my Lord, you fliould fee my 

ireadinefs to embrace the opportunity But I 

am afraid there is nothing now in: my power. 
LORD. 

Oh you are miftaken, there are ways and 
means to retrieve all ; and it was on this fub- 
jeft I wanted to talk with you — There is a cer- 
tain lady of fortune, fon — 'What! droop at the 
very mention of her ? that's an ill omen. 
COLONEL. 

My Lord, I doubt my fortune never can be 
tnended by thofe means. 

LORD. 

No ! Suppofe the widow Knightly, with a real 
feftate of thtee thoufand a year, ^nd a perfonal 
one of fifty thoufand pounds, fhould have taken 

a fancy to you, would not that be a means ? 

You blufh ; perhaps you are already acquainted 
with the lady's paiTion. 

COLONEL. 
My Lord, I am glad to fee you fo pleafant, 

lord; 
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LORD. 
1 am ferious, I affure you— WHy is there any 
thing fo extraordinary in a woman*s falling in. 
love with a handforae young fellow ? 

COLONEL. 
My Lord, if the Lady has really done me 
that honour^ 'tis more than I deferve •, for I ne- 
ver made the leaft adyances. 

LORD. 

Well i but how do you like her^ 

' COLONEL. 
She is genteel, I think — I really never ex- 
amined her features. 

LORD. 

That's ftxaage ! Why you vifit her fomctimes 
I find. 

* COLONEL. 
I go to her houfe, my Lord ^ bi5t 'tis her 
younger filler wliom I vifit. 
LORD. 

Humph What fort of a damfel is flie ? 

COLONEL. 
A moft angelic creature ! 

LORD. 
Ay [ then it feems you have examined bar 
features? 

COLONEL. 

My- Lord, I have known her long. Mifs 
Richly, who as well as her fitter was born 
• abroad, was fent hither fome years fince for her 
education, and I became acquainted with her in 
the houfe pf a friend of mine with whom fhe 
lived. Mrs. Knightly, who had married an 
EngliQi merchant, was then fettled at Lifbon, 
and kn^w but little of her filler, till lately ; 

when^ 
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when', having loft her hufband, Ihe came to 
England, and took the young Lady under her 
own care. 

LORD. 
So ! I perceive you" know their hiftory: 

COLONEL. 
I do,, my Lord. Poor Mifs Richly's part of 
^ it is a. melancholy one ; for her father was fo 
partial to his eldeft daughter, that he left hen 
by much the greateft portion of his eftate ; and 
what the youngeft had to her ihare, ftie had the 
misfortune to lofe, by the breaking of a mer- 
chant, in whofe hands her money lay. 

LOR D. 

You are better informed than I am, I find — 
WHl, but what do you think of Mrs. Knightly? 
COLONEL. 

Think, my Lord ! I really don't know what 
to- think. The Lady is very deferving, hvtt — 
LORD. 

But ! oh thofe damned Buts I Am I to be 
hutded by you all, one after the other .? There's 
your mother firft, to be fure'ftie is very ready 
to acguiefce in every thing that I approve, but 
Ihe thinks it hard a young creature Ihould have 
any force put on her inclinations, though it be 
for her own good — Then Mifs Louifa — flie is all 
©hedience and fubmiffion — buty alas! fie h»$ 
given away her heart already — And yoxx^ you toa 
are perfectly dilpofed to oblige me; but you» 
will chufe for yourfelf,, I prcfiimej notwith- 
ftanding, 

COLONEL. 

My Lord, you really diftrefs me, by enter- 
taining the leaft doubt of that reverence I ever 

have 
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have borne taowards you, and ever will bear; but; 
in a cafe like this (pardon me, my Lord,) 1 can« . 
not at once give up all that I have now left, ox 
can claim a right in the 4ifpofal of, my honour 
and my love — ^I own I love Mifs Richly, have 
loved her long ; and if virtue, beauty, and un- 
affefted innocence, deferve a heart, my Lord, 
fhe has a claim to mine, and is, I confefs, intire 
miftrefs of it -, yet I wilh the evil (fince it is one) 
had flopped there — ^bxit — — • 

LORD. 
But what ? 

COLONEL. 

My Lord, fhe loves me too. 
LORD. 

I am forry for it — ^Oh fon, fon, a pretty fac^ 
will not redeem our acres. 

COLONEL. 

I never till now lamented her want of for- 
tune, which I knew indeed from the beginning -, 
but flill hoped that I might one day he in a 
condition to fupport her, as her own merit, ancf 
my rank required. I even flattered myfelf that 
I fhould obtain your confent. 

LORD. 
What ! to marry a beggar, Medway ? 

C O L Q N E L. 
I beg, my Lord, you will not ufe fo harfh ^ 
word. She is worthy of higher, much higher 
dignity, than ever I could raife her to — ^What 
i& a title, my Lord, ftripped as I am of every 
thing befides ? 

LORD. 
That reproach is ungenerous, Medway ; but 
I have defcrvred it. . ' 

2 CO- 
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C O tL O N E L/ 
F©^v« mf* iny JjQrdii I iwant it uat as 

L O IVD.. • 
' ; if. you hdr i cotald fiwgire it-— but im yn& 
%- nQ more on tke fu^^e^.' I "mil not urge ^oq 
M $» tender a poiac. 
- , COLONEL. 

* >f7 Lordi I' thank yoU.^ ^ • . 
LORD. 
Anfwer me but one qucftion : Are yoti under 
a promife to nnarry Mifs Richly ? 
COLONEL. 
No, my Lord, her generofity would not fuf- 
fcr her to let me bind myfelf Djr any other tie 
than that of inclination, as I iniifted on her be- 
ing free. 

LORD. 
That'^ well-T-Thea I do not fee how yxMir 
ie)?wr' Is fo much toncernfedi ahd as fbr your 
love, when I was of your age, Medway, I had 
jb many kv^s^ that it was hard td tell which of 
^em had the bdt claim. 

COLONEL. 
My Lord, you were fo kind as to promife 
you would infill no farther on the fubjeft. 
LORD. 
Well, well, I have done — Fll detain you no 
longer.. Some bufinefs calls me out at prefent •,. 
I Ihall fee you in the evening. 

COLONEL. 
My I-prdj rU attend you. 

[Ceknel bows and exit . 

^ LORD. 
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LORD. 

The firmncfe of this young man's virtue awes 
me. I know in point of intereft, with reguxi 
to himfelf at lead, it will be impoifible to pre- 
vail on him to think of this mahriage^-frand die 
obligations he has alrea47 laid mc under, w31 
not fuffer me to make, on mf^Mm xu:Count, £» 
fewere a trial of ihti teii4^rnef$ and generofity of 
his heart — ^Let it go -, 1% think qo more of it. 
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A C T 11. 

S C E N E I. A Dreffing-room. 

Sir HARRY FLUTTER, as ju/i dreffid. 

A Servant attending.' 

■ '- > • * 

Sir H A R R Y. 

IS your Lady come in, can you tell ? 
SERVANT. 
Niy Lady did not go out at ^ Sin 

Sir H A R R T. 
Not at all ! Why I underftood fhc i&icd ai 
brpad. 

SERVANT. 

No, Sir, I believe flie only ordered Mrs. Betty 
to fay fo for an excufe, becaufe Ihe had no mind 
to come down to dinhen 

Sir H A R RY. 

Was that all ? — Then do you ftep to her^ anfl 
tell her I defire to fpe^ with her- — -On very 
particular bufinefs tell her. {^Exit Servant.} 
Now to put my leffon in praftice — If I can but 
hit on the mariner — PU pretend not to fee her at 
firft — But if (he Ihquld not come now — 'egad, 
that would difcoxiccrt the whole plan— Yes, faith, 
here fhe is •, her curiofity, nothing elfe I am fure, 
has brought her. 

'^nter Ijdy FLUTTER, witir knotting in her 
hand. 

.; Lady FLUTTER. [Sullenly.] 

What do you want with me. Sir Harry ? 
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Sir HARRY. 
/ want with you. Lady Flutter! I never 
wanted any tkkig witk you. in tt)^ life, that I 
know of. 

' Lady FLUTTER. 
''. ^Why didn't yottfeiuLfcur me tMsi txkinute^ and 
izy you had particular bufmeis ? I fhould not 
have been fo ready to come elfe, I aflure you. 

Sir Ft A; ft ?L Y, [Afide.] 
'£gad^ L believe I ana wrong at fetting ovt^ 
it fliould have $11 been done as if by cnance,< 
What fliair I fay to her now [ How do you like 
this fuit'of cloaths, my dear? Doa*t you think 
it very elegant ? 

Lady F L U T T E R. 
Was^that all .the bufmef$ you had with me ? 

IShf offers to gol 

Sir H A R R Y. 
Ma'am, I infill on your not. going tilt yoU' 
anfwer my queftioii ; juft how you pleafe now,, 
civilly or.uncivilly i Lam prepared for either,. I 
can tdH you. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
And fo. Sir Harry,. I fuppofe you thinks witl* 
thofe airs, to cirry off your behaviour to me 
ti^is morning, do you ? 

^ Sir HARRY. 
Ye gods, ye gave to me a wife. 

Out of your grace and favour * 

[He walks about, 

' . Lady F L U T-T E r/- 

Bvit I can tell yoUj Sir, I won't bear fuch 

treatnient, to be drawn off aix^ on like your 
glove. 
- - - 4 ♦ .- Sir 
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Sir HARRY- 
Are you fpeakiog tq nuty Ma^api f 
Lady FLUTTER. 
To wlu^m dfe ftkoiild I fpoak.? 
Sk H ARE Y. 
I piwcfl^ l4ltd not knim yim i/vore ia itm 
room, child. /— i 

Lady FLUTTER- 
Oh ridiculous affitdiitioflh^Qliklf III afluit 
you. 

.Sis .HARRY. [Aftde,].. 
Oh Ro^ in bc^^ to work^ if I fw jbus i^ocp^ 
cool. 

^ But if your provideoce divine . . 
For greater blifs dcfiga her. 
To obey your will, at any time 
I am ready to refign h^r. 

Lady FLUTTER! 
Abfiird! 
Sir H A R R Y. [Going ujy clofe to her.] 
To refign her, ^ w refign her; 
Lady FLUTTER. . [Pufhing him ftom icr.J 
Stupid ! 

Sir H A R RY, 
Ajy Madam! ' v 

Lady FLUTTER./ 
Ay, indeed. Sir. 

Sir H ARRy. : . ! , 

Retire to your cbtmber, madatft, dircffly, 

• inftantly ;, and ktin^ inforn^ you, once for all, 

.^at you ape^ not to, take the libcrty^of cpniiAg 

into my dreffing-room — A man^s ferious hours 

arc not to be broke in upon by female imperti^ 

nence. 

LADY 



Digitized by 



Google 



^p THE DiSOOVERY, 

Lady FLUTTER, 
A man's ! ha, ha, ha, ha-«~— 

Sir HARRY. 
Thofc flippant airs don't become you nttht 
kaft, ma'am } but I don't thinka filly girl worth 
any ferious refentment-^Retire with your trum- 
pery work — I cHufc to be alone. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
: . TJien rU ftay to vex you. 

Sir HARRY. 
Then, ma'am, I muft teach you the obedience 
^ that is due to the commands of a hufband. 
Lady FLUTTER, 
A hulband ! Oh gracious, defend me from 
fuch a hufband — A battledore and Ihittlecock 
would be fitter for you than a wife I fancy. 

' Sir HARRY. 
And let me tell your pertnefs, a doll would be 
properer for you than a hufband— there's for you, 
mifs. 

Lady FLUTTER. 

You'll be a boy all your life. Sir Harry. 

Sir HARRY. 
And you'll'be a fool all your life. Lady Snap. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
I fhall bc;the fitter company for you then. • 

Sir HARRY. 
Tchou, tchou, tchbu. [J^^i^g ber. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
You are vailly polite, fir — ^Did you ever fee 
Lord Medway behare thus to his litdy ? 

Sir 
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Sir HARRY. 
And did you <ever fee Lady Medway 4>ekave 
thus to her lord, if you go to that ? Rat me but 
a man had better be a galley^lAve, than married 
to a fimpleton that ought to be fewing her iam- 
pier. 

Lady FLUTTER. 

And rU fwear jsl woman had better be a bal« 
iad-finger, than Joined to a Jack-a-dandy, th^ 
ought tQ,haye a latchcl at his back. 
Sir HARRY. 
Devil take me but I have a good mind to 
break every bit of the china you bought* this 
morning. 

Lady FLUTTER.. 
: pQj, do, do, and make taws of thejn tp play 
with. 

Sir HARRY. 

A provoking. Impertinent littlc-*- 

I^dy FLUTTER. 
How dare you call me names, fir? I won*t 
be called name$« Til tell my papa of this, fo I 
will. 

Sir HARRY. 
I^retty baby, laugh and cry •?— ^ 

Enter LordMEDWAY. 

For Ihame, wipe yourey^s, don't let him fee 
you thus, l^Jjid^ to Lady Flutter. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
I don't care who fees me •, TU bear it no longer. 
rU write to my papa to fend for me — Pll go to 
my uncle Branville's this very night. 
L OR D. 
Lady Flutter ! I am forryto fee you in tear*, 

madam. 
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madam, I did not kodW f ou had been at home — . 
Sir Hirryj I a& ymtr (>ardoA» perhaps I i«»udc 

Sir HARRY. 
News I no no» ^lere is 9Qihm^ neut in tl^ 
cafe, 1 afTure you, my Lord. 

LORD. 

" Then, Sir Hany-, I am afi^ifl you lart rh &wlt 

We.- ■ • • - ^ 

Lady FLUTTER. fSobbiflg.} 

Indeed, my Lordy he is always in fault. 

SSr HARtY. : 

- If^wLordthip will take her Word fork - 

LORD, ' ■ ' 

1 ihould be glad to mediate between you, but. 
I rtfally don't Icnow how, unlefs I were inform'^ 
of your caufe of quarrel. '/ ' 

Sh". BARRY. . 
ril tell you, my ^-ord — * * 

Lady flutter; 

- Ko,niteMhim,fir— ^ 

' ' Sii' HA RUT. 

Lookye there |K)w. • 

Lady.-.FjULTTER,; • 
He fent for me,' my Lord — 

SiriiA-ARV.' 
^ NoiJ L indedl^ wy l^ord. , , : , 

.Lady flutter. .. 
I fay you did. Sir Harry,' on pvpofe to teize 
me, and talk nonfenfc to me •.— 

LORD... 
Oh fy. Sir Harry, could yon find no faqftor 
entertainment for youy lady,* than talking non- 
^fife ? — This is a fad account. [Mde to bim., 

Sy: 
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^ Sir HA R RT. •' 
Faith, fny Lord, a man muft unbend fome- 
times, and indulge in a little foolery— Life would 
be tedious elfe. 

Lady. FLUTTER. 
And there he went on, repeating filly verfes, 
to (hew he wanted to get rid of me. 
Sir H A R R Y. 
Mere raillery, my Lord ; hut Jbe does not un- 
derftand it. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
I fliould not have minded that fo much nei- 
ther, for 1 could be even with him in his gibing 
airs,* if he had not at laft caird me names, down- 
right abufive names, my Lord : But Til put an 
end to it at once. 

[Ske goes to the glafs drying her eyes. 

LORD. 

All wrong — all wrong — was this the advice I 
gave you ? [^Aftde to Sir Harry. 

Srr H A R R Y. 
My Lord, you can't imagine how provoking 
ftie was. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
I dare fay, my papa will be very ready to take 
•me home again. 

LORD. 
This muft not be -, yet don't you condefcend 
to defire her ftay, /'ll try to perfuade her. 

[Jftdc to Sir Harry. 
Sir HARRY 
Ough fhe's a vixen ! 

• [Lady Flutter rings a bell. 
LORD. 
rU eftablifh your empire, Y\\ engage, if you 
F ^ will 
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will give me the opportunity of talking with her-* 

[AfidePoSk'H. 
Sir H A R R Y. 
Faith I wifh you would, for I am almofttir'd 
of the ftruggle, - {Afide to Ld. M. 

Enter a Ser'baM:. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Are my chairmen in the way I 
SERVANT. 

I'll fee, madam. 

Lady flutter:. 

If they ai^, order them to get ready. ^Ex.Ser^ 

LORD. 
Going a vifiting fo foon, Lady Flutter ?' 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Only to my uncle Brartville's, my Lordj it is? 
proper to acquaint him with my defign* 

LORD. 

'** Make fome excvrfe quickly to leave us, or all 

will be over. [J/ide to Sit Harry, 

Sir HARRY. 
I will — ^youlhall fee — Blefs me! Well, I am' 
fure-s?; the mofl: thoughtlefs fellow breathing. 
\Sir Harry takes out his pocket-book'^' and turns over 
the leaves. '\ My Lord,, can you forgive my rude- 
Hcfs now,, if 1 run away from yoti ? I rtntiftfliew 
you the nature of my engagement tho% and tha^,. 

I hope, will be fome apology Wednefday^ 

half an hour after five — ^you fee — it's almolt 



that already- 
Humph ! 



LORD, 
i 'sir 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



TftE PISCO VERY. 35 

Sir HARRY. 
Perfmps I mayn't ftay long — I am very forry 
jto leave your Lordlhip alone tho' j but you'll 
forgive me. [Ex. SirH.withoui looking at JLa^JP'.. 
LORD. 
Leave me alone ! 'Twere well if you were go- 
ing to half as good company as tjhat in which 
you leave me. [Halfajide. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
{^Turning about.) What does your Lordlhip faj ? 

LORD. 
Nothing, ma'am, but that I can excufe Sir 
Harry's going, as he leaves me infuch good com- 
pany. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
OfiPmy Lord, / -am no-body in Sir Harry's 
, opinion^, bui indeed, atprefent, I fhould be but 
a very dull companion to anyone ; fo I am fure 
your Lordlhip will excufe me if I take my leave. 
LORD. 
A quarter of an hour, I hope, ma'am, will nojC 
break in too much upon your time. 

Enter a Servant. 

SERVANT. 

My mailer is gone out in your chair, madam ^ 
he faid you might take the chariot •, will your 
JLadyfliip pleafe to have it ordered ? 
tady FLUTTER. 

Gone out in my chair I See ther^ ipy Lordl 
-did you ever know the like ? I won't have the 

.chariot call me a hackney ch;air, \Ex. Sero.l 

Pray, my Lord, where is he gone ? I faw he 
^ewed you his niemorandum. 

Y ^ LORP, 
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LORD. 
Gone ! on bufinefs, 1 think, of fome kind* 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Bufinefs ! 1 doh*t know of any bufinefs that he 
has 'y I am fure it is .fome oth^r engagement.. 
LOR D. 
Oh ■■ what am I thinking of? 'tis to the 
play. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
The play ! he could not have been in fech a 
hurry for that, 'tis too early. 

L O R D. 

He was to go with a party, and to call on fomc 
people by the way ; that was the cafe. 

Lady FLUTTER, 
I don't much care ; but I am fufe tMtt was 
not the thing neither ; for I beard you fay, it 
were well if he were going to half as good comr 
pany, as that in which he left you^ 

LOR D- 

And that I fliould certainly fay, ma'am, let 
him be going to whom he would. But Sir HArry 
has a deprav'd tafte* 

Lady FLUTTER. 

I don't doubt but he is , going to fome of his 
tavern-ladies. With all my heart; 1 don't love 
him well enough to be jealous of him. 

L O R D. 

I wifli you did, for that would help on my 
work, [j^de.l Why, indeed, my dear Lady 
Flutter, I ean't fay that Sir Harry is quite fo de- 
ferving of you, as 1 could wilh he were. But he 
is a mere boy, and can't be fuppofed to be fo fen- 
fible of your merit, as thofe are, who have had 
a little more experience in the fex. 

- . Lady 
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Lady FLUTTEk. 

I fiian't be long with him, that's one comfort* 
LORD. 

But, my dear ma'am, confider how thajt will 
appear in the eyes of the world. Mere you are 
but a little while married, what muft people 
think of a reparation ? Your good underftandmg 
is unqueftioned, your perfonal accomplilhments 
admired by all who know you ; the blame thea 
muft all fall on poor Sir Harry, 

Lady FLUTTER. 

And fo let it for me. 

LORD. 

He dcferve$ it,. I confcfs.; but, ma'am, ^ive 
me leave to reafon with you a little now ; for I 
know you are a .woman of fcnfe^ and capable of 
reafoning. Don't you think a leetle ftroke of 
cenfure may po(iibly glance on you, for not en- 
deavouring to bear, for a while longer at Ic'aft, 
with his indifcretion •, for every-body knows that 
your prudence is much fuperior to- his j and there- 
fore more will be expefted from you. ' 

Lady FLUTTER. 
yif Lord, you compliment now. ' 

LORD. 
Upon my life I don't. I am fure I have faid 
it a thoufand times, that I don't know a woman 
of falhion in town (a handfome one I mean, you 
arc to take that into the Account too) with hatf 
your talents. . . " 

Lady FLUTTER. . 
Oh, my Lord ! 

LORD. 
Upon my word 1 am ferious ; and, between 
ourfelves. Sir Harry is thought to be but of ve- 
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ry moderate parts, and that it was almoft a fa<:ri-r 

iicc to rparry you to him But 1 would not fay 

this for the world to any one but you. 
Lady FLUTTER. 

That is very good of you, my Lord, 
LORD. 

Your difcretion, I am fure, will make a propef 
iifc of the hint. There are great allowances to 
be made for a raw young fellow, who, like fome 
vain and ignorant virtuofo, is poflefied of a rari- 
ty, of which -he neither underftands'the nature, 
nor knows the value. Oh, Lady Flutter, a beau- 
tiful and accomplifhed woman is a gem fit only 
jfor the cabinet of a man of fenfe and tafte. 

Enter a Servant 

SERVANT. 

Madam, the chair is ready. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Let it wait awhile. 

LORD. 
Another fip of th^t fwcct cordial flattery, an4 
all the rougher paflions will fubfide. . {^yijde^ 
Lady FLUTTER. 
WMt were you faying, my Lord ? 

LORD. 
I bclieVe I was fayixig, or at Icgft I was think- 
ing, that you are 

Lady FLUTTER.^ 
What, now ? 

LORD. 
A charming woman—— taking you all toge^ 
ther-r~- 

^ Lady 
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Lady FLUTTER. 

t>oh! fiddle, faddle^ 

LORD. 
Indeed you are ! 

Lady FLUTTER. • 
Well, that is nothing to the ^urpofe-^What 
would you advife me to do with this foolifh boy'i 
for I would not have my difcretion called in 
queftion neither? lam fure if he had but the 
(•nfe to talk to me as you have done, be tt&gjhx, 
do juft what he pleafed with me. 
LORD. 

Amiable creature ! ^WcU, what-evcr you 

do, don't think of parting from him, for 
that would only be making mirth for all the 
fpiteful old maids in town ; who have already 
prophefied, that mifs and mafter would .quarrel 
before a month was at an end, and each run 
home crying to their feveral mama's. 

Lady FLUTTER, 

Do tha malicious creatures fay fo ! Well, PU 

,difappoint them in that But what can I do, 

my Lord, he is fo intolerably conceited and pert, 
LORD. 

Oh don't mind him, and it will wear off by 
degrees ! But, my dear Lady Flutter, are there 
no| other pleafures with which a fine woman 
could make herfelf amends, for the ill humour 
of heK hulband ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 

Not that I know of, my Lord [Sighs.} 

LORD. 
I could name you fome, if you would give me 
leave 

Lady 
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Lady FLUTTER. 
You have my leave, indeed, my Lord- 



/ My ftars, what a charnyng thing good fenfe and 
good nature is ! Your convcrfation has, I don't 
know how; foothed mc fo, that, tho* I am not 
liappy, yet I don't find myfclf fo much out of 
temper as I was a while ago. 
L O R a 
Oh that Sic Harry, and I could change fitua* 
tionsj xhtfi would the lovelieft woman in Eng- 
land be the happicib. [He kiffesher hand. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
Lard ! my Lord, what's that for ? 

JEnlir a Servant. 
SERVANT, 

Sir Anthony Branville, madam, come to wait 
on your Ladylhip, 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Oh I an? glad of that — ^ftiew him up. 

L O R D, 

So am not L [Afide. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
You know, my Lord, it will iave n\e the trou- 
ble of going to his houfe this evening. 

LORD. 
Let me beg of you, my dear Lady Flutter, 
not to mention to your uncle any thing that has 
paiTed between you and Sir Harry. I'll give 
you many good reafons for it another time. 
Have I fo much influence over you ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Well, my Lord, to oblige you, I won't. 

LORD. 
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^w^C con|lefcending creature 1 ' ' '. 

La47 FJ^UTTER. 
But you muft; tell;HK what you promiled. "■ 

Not now, my dear ma'aiii-i— -rSiEMne' other 
opportunity I will t^ you fuch things 

■^»V<y 5/r ANTHONY BR^NVILLE. , 

y.^^^tb^vsvirykviJi to hotb^ without 

LadfFLyTTER- y 

Uncle, yourfcrvant. 

LORPv 
Sir Anthony, y<Mir mod obedient. 
Sir ANTHONY. 
, NJy Lprd (withqut a compliment) . I eftccm 
myfelf extremely happy, in the agreeable hope, 
that I now fee your Lordlhip. in perfedt health. 

LORD. 

I dunk you, good Sir Anthony, pretty well. 
(Heavens !. what a circumlocution, to aflc a niaa 
how he does ! \Jftde. 

. . SjV ANTHONY. 

And you, nieccj I affure you, have a very 
j>roper proportion (as undoubtedly your merit 
cUims) of my unfeigned efteem and good wifhes ; 
as lijtewife hath my worthy nephew, Sir Harry i 
whpni I fhould have been proud to have found , 
in this good company, and deem both myfelf and 
him unfortunate in his being abfent from it. 
Laay FLUTTER. 
Sh- Harry does'nt think fo, 1 believe. 

[Halfajide. 
G LORD. 
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LOR D. 

Hulh hutti. IJ/fde to her. 

Sir ANT'HbNy/ 
What does .my niete Flutter' fty ? 

LadyFLUrtER. 

^ 'i^6thing, imcle. • * '' 

"■;'*' Sir'ANTHO'NY: ' ' '' 

Pardon me ; . I apprehended yau . had utter^ 
fomething.' Well, my ILord; I am next to erf- 
quire (though, .tp fay the tryth, I ought, in 
point of good breeding, ttf have .done it firft) ;» 
I am next, I fay^. to enquire .how your excellent 
Lady does, dnd thi fair young Lady your 
daughter. * . 

tORf); 
Both at your fervice. Sir Anthony. . 

Sir ANTHONY.' 

' May I prefume to aflc the chriftiari n*aiAe of 

the yoting Lady. ' - - . - 

LORD". 

I would not have Lady MedWay Kear,yotf 
make fo emphatkal a diftimftioA, Sir Anthoiny ; 
ladies you know are always young- — ^ " "' 

Sir ANTHONY. 

'Tis a priyilege I know they claim,^* my Lprdy 
and I iiopc yoia don't :thiAk^rfie capable of fg'cfe 
barbarifm ^s to difpute itwi'th them ; but at the; 
lame time I imclgine ^tis Aot ppffible in nature^'* 
but that the' mother muft be rather older thaa 
her da\ighter-^ — ^You'll excufe my pleafantry. 
'LORD. 

Oh furely, as the ladies are ^'t by — But why 
do you enquire rny . daughter's n^me,. Sir An- 
thony?- - - ^ ^ 

':-''' Sir 
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SSr ANTHONY. 

Why, my Lor4, there is a pretty fomiliar ten- 
4ernefs in foraetimes ufing the chrifirian, name, * 
)that is truly delightful to a lover-, for fuch, 
. my Lord, with all due deferience to the Lady's 
high defcrts, I mih myfclf to be confidered. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Oh Lord, Oh Lord, my uncle Mifs Medway's 
lover ! I ftiall burft if I ftay— [J/tde. 

LORD. 
Louifa, Sir Anthony, is her chriftian's name, 
which you are at liberty to ufe with as mu<!h- 
familiar tendernefs as you pleafe. 
Sir ANTHONY. 
My Lord, I have a moft lively fenfe of the 
very great honour your Lordftiip does me; and 
I can afllire you my heart, [^gbs] if I can with^ 
certainty venture to pronouace about any thing 

which is in its own nature fo uncertain ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Oh now k^ has got into his parenthefis ^ 

[4/!de.. 
Sir A IjT T H O N Y. 
My heart, I fay, is endeavouring to reaflume 
th^t lib,erty, of which it has fo long been de- 
prived, for no other purpofe, than that of offer- 
ing itfejf a willing captive again to the fair Lou- 
hVs charms. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Fery well, uncle ; I fee this vifit was not all 
intended for me ; I find you have fomething to' 
ijiy to my Lord, fo I won't interrupt you. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
No, no, no, niece Flutter ; upon my repufa- 
tapn, this vifit was meant wholly for you, as I 

G 2 could 
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could not poffibly divine ihit 1 fhould have 
found his Lordflup with you^ to whom I in- 
tended to have paid my rcfpc&s feparately and 
apart. 

LORD. 

Lady Flutter ! I afk a thoufaftd pardons— — 
We' turn you out of your apartment-*— -Sir An- 
thony, will you do me the favour to ilep into 
myftudy? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
No, nO) indeed you (han't ftir j PU go and 
lee what the ladies are doing ; I fancy they think 
I am loft. [Exit Lady Flutter. 

LORD. 
Sir Anthony, I affure you I fhould think my- 
fctf very happy in an alliance with a gentleman 
qf your worth. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
My Lord, you do me honour. 

LORD. 
J have nlentbned you to my daughter — 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Mentioned me^ my Lord ! 
LORD. 
' Wouldn't you have had it fo. Sir Anthony ? 
' Sir ANTHONY. 

My Lord, the profound refpedt I have for* 
j'our Lordlhip makes me unwilling to animad- 
vert on fuch proceedings, as you in yourwif- 
dora (which I take to be very great) have 
thought expedient ; but I am a man, my Lord^ 
who love method.. 

LORD. 
Sir Anthony, i imagined it would have been 

agreeable 
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agreeable to you, or it lliburd have been very 

Sir A N T H O N Y. ' . 

Conceive me right, Lord Medway •, 'tis j)er- 
feftly agreeable to me, and confonant ;to my 
wifties, to be looked on with a favourabte eye 
by the virtuous young Lardy your daughter ^ 
but, my Lord, to teli you finccrely (and fince- 
rity, my Lord, I hold to be a virtue) my heart 
U at prefent in a fluctuating ftate. - ' 

LORD. 
' 1 am forry then, Sir, that the thing- has been - 
mentioned at all. I underftood you were deter- 
mined. (What can the blockhead mean ? 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Good my Lord, your patience : I am deter- 
mined; that is to fay, my will is determined; 
but the will and the heart, yourLordlhip knOws, 
are two different things. 

LORD. 
Sir Anthony, I fhould be glad we underfteod 
each other at. once. I apprehended Mrs. Knight- 
Jy's ill ufage of you had made you give up all 
thoughts of her ; and as you feemed determined 
to marry, and declared yourfelf an admirer of 
my daughter, who I muft % (the article of 
fortune excepted) is, I think, as unobje<5lioQ$*. 
bie a wife as you could chufc 

,Sir ANTHONY. 

Undoubtedly, my Lord— f — 

• . .: ' LORD; 

I was willing to give myiconfent, and thought 
you appeared as ready to^embnac^ it^ 

, . '. .-." :^- ' \ " ' ' Sip 
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I , , Sir ANTHONY. 

True, my Lord ; and fo I do ftill, mofl; cor- 
! dially, 

LORO. 
t Why then. Sir, what is your determination ? 

j For a young woman of family and teputation 

piuft not be trifled with. 

Sir A N T H O N Y. 
' My Lord, I believe trifling is a fault which 

I was never yet attributed to Sir Anthony Bran- 

ville — My Lord, I am above the imputation — 
^nd your Lordlhip would do j^eil to remember 
that I have the misfortune to be of a warm, hoj 
to fay of ^ impetuous difppfition. 
LORD. 
Sir, I don't mean to provoke your wrath, 
( Sir ANTHONY. 

You are the father of my miftrefs, my Lord 

I — that thought reftrains my fury But this . 

woman (Mrs. Knightly I mean, for a woman i 
findfhe is, though 1 once thought her an angel); 
(he, 1 fay, hjjs not yet difmiued me in' form ; 
and till that i$ done, I think myfelf bound in 
' honour, not tp make a tender of my heart, ojr 

hand, to any Lady whatfoevcr. 
LORD. 
■ Oh, Sir Anthony, I fipd you have ftiU a han^ 
kering after the widow, and only want an op7 
portunity to endeavour at getting into her good 
graces ^gain — r*-Y,oii would fain fee her. 
Sir ANTHONY. 
By no means, my Lord; not for the world ! 
/or, as I told your Lordftiip, 1 ^vould not truft 

my heart writh fpch. an interview ^Np, no,} 

know the witchcraft of her beauty too well. 

I LPRPf 
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. L O R D- 

tlovr do you mean to difengage yourlblf then? 
Sir A N T H O N Y. 

My defigfi is to ihdite an cpiftle to ^r, and 

to requeft that flie will under her hand, in full 

and explicit terms, give me an abfolute and 

final relcafe from all the vows I have made her. ] 

LORD/ 

I think you are pqrfeftly right, Sir Anthony, 
arid aft aere^ably to the djftates of true hpncfur^ 
— (I wori^ lofe the fool if f can help it* [^de. 

Sir aK T fl O N Y. - . 
I would fain do fo, my* Lord. 

LORD- . 

I dare fay you will get a full and free ,diC-' 
charge from your fovereign Lady and Miftrefs, 
. . Sir.' ANTHONY. 
'T is to be fo prefuni^J, my Lord — but as- for. 
feeing her, 'twere fafer, my Lbfdy to encounter 
abaiililk, 1 afKire you. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY rti/hes in, a ^etvanf dtiifid- 
ing her to the door, Sir ANTHONY ftarfSy', 
and draws back. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. " 
My Lord, I beig yoor p^Vdorf; yQurfervant 
told njc Lady Flutter was here.- - ^ 

LORD, 
I am glad he made the rtiftake. Madam, as 
it? has given me the honour of leeing you. Go . 
tell your Lady — She was here but this rhiriuce 
-^(This is unlucfcy. {Jftde. 

Mrs. KNIGH.TLY. 
I am quite aftiamed of this^ my Lord ; I juft 
• • came 
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came to pratde half an hevr with Lady Flutter, 
and to try if 1 could tempt her. to the ppera, 
and here 1 have, brokq In upoi> you ib unawares 
-: Blefe n)e^ Sir Anthony ! is it you ?, I de- 
clare I did not fee ybiir ',.why, you barbarian, ^ 
where hate you been for this month :paft i My' 
trOrd> do you Icnowthar Sir. Anthony is a lo^er; 
of mine. - [^Sir jinibotr^'advancesi ba'Cving gravefy. 

Sir A.NTHONY. 

That Sir Anthony uoa^ a lover of yottrs, N|a- 
dahi^ he hats but too fatally c1cpcr\tiictd. * ' ' 

"^'^ • ' 'Mrs. Kn'xGHTLY: "'^ ' * 
And aVt you fo ftill^ you inconftant toad ^ 

. Take my advice, and" make your retreat as 
faftayoucanr *' - \JftdftyW Anthony. 

'"^ Sir'A'i^T'H^ONY. ' ^ '■* ■ '" 

ImpofTible, my Lord* ^ *the riiagiic .of her ctcs 

rcirfers ftie irnmoye^ble ^buf i'B..try'/ "' 

' - — ' •' • ^ •— \^Afide to i^or^ Medioarf. , 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY.' 
.^Jhl^^^ I:fupppiie;iny L'ord 'h y6tir<k>nfidant ; - 
youfee i l*viei^:l4dfcl*i^^.minetoo;^l -^ • 

iMir\p'£^^y K;^%^y. ■' 

■ ;,/;._ '^§ E;iVA NT,.i I ..V':-.: • : 

The ladies are. ali gone out :togcthery. my- 
Lord. 

_,^, r . . L.O RD. . ; , 
pid**y6uf Lady l^ave. word what jdme (be.; 
WQuld.be at home Y . ; . _ ._• _ . . 

\ \ '-■ • S ER V A N TL..',. 'r\y, : . - 

No, my Loifd. _ , 

LORD. 
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LORD. 

Oh once they are on the wing, there is ria 

knowing when they will return 1 wifh (he 

would go. [AJide.'] Will you allow me the 

. honour of gallanting you to the opera, ma'am ? ' 

I dare fay Sir Anthony, on fuch an occafion, 

will excufe my leaving him ^'Tis almoft the 

time I believe. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Oh dear, my Lord ! too foon by [looking at 

her wah'h] an age 1 am fuch an impatient 

creature, I can't endure to wait a minute for 
any thing, and therefore never go to any public 
entertainment till after it begins. Is not that 
the right way^ Sir Anthony ? But I fhould not 
aflc you, who are fo phlegmatic, you could wait 
till dooms-day for any thing. 
LORD. 

Come, ma*am> you ai:c too {tvtrt oh my 
friend Sir Anthony. 

Sir ANTHONY. 

My Lord, this is but an incorifiderable fpe- 
cimen, a trifle, to what I could produce, of the 
feverity I have received from this ungrateful 
'filir-one** 

Enter ^SERVANT. 

SERVANT. 
There is a gentleman below dejlrcs to fpeak 
with your Lordfliip on bufinefs* 
LORD. 
PIl come to him — For Heaven's fake, itia*am^ 
don't keep this poor lover any longer in expec-' 
ration, but difmifs him fairly at once, for your 
own hc«iour, as well as in pitv to him. [JJtde 
' H ' tj 
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to Mrs. Knightly]. Sir Anthony, you'll excijfe 
i^ie for a few minutes* [Exit Lord.' 

Sir ANTHONY/ 
My Lordy I (hall beg kave to wiih your' 

Lordfliip a good e^vrening ^I was juft going. 

away. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLt. 

WEy fure you* would not be fuch a clown as 
to leave me by myfelf^ Sir Anthony ! / can't go ^ 
for thinking that Lady Flutter was at home, I 
fent my chair to pay twb or three vifits — Now 
- prithee fit down, and fay fomc fprightly thing 
tome. 

. Sir ANTHONY. 
Ah, Madam,' my fprightly fallies were for 
happier days — 

When Flavia Uftened to,my. fighs. 
And fann'd the amorous blaze, 
. That love which revell'd in my eyes 

Grew wanton- in her praife- . 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Tproteft I did not know yx)u were ib good a* 
poet. 

Sir ANTHONY. 

The mufes,> Madam, are not fuch i^ards; 
of their favours. I have been indulged with* 
fome rapturous infercburfes'with thofc ladies, % 
can affure you. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Oh fy. Sir Anthony. What — tell talcs ? 

Sir ANTHONY. 
No alperlions, Mad^m — 'tis very well known* 
they are all virgins. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY 
Well, but now let's hear what you can fay to- 
me in profe, Su? 
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Sir ANTHONY. 

Truly, Madam, this unexpcfted (I may fay 

iinhopedfor) encounter, has fo difconcertedme, 

^hat though I have much Jto fay, I am utterly af 

^ lofs where to begin. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Whv then don't begin at all^ Sir Anthony ^ 
for I think you are generally more at a lofs how 
to make an end. 

Sir A N T H O N Y, 
Madam, I muft Jbcg the favour of being aU 
lowed a. hearing; a patient one, Mad^m; fol 
fuch the nature of my cafe requires, 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Is it ^ phyficaj one, or ^ cafe of confciejice, 
3irAji>thony? 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Neither, M^dam. I did prppofe to unfold 
my mind to you in a letter — 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Byt then if I fhoyld not unfold your letter, 
3ir Anthony, which is ^ thing mi^ht happen, in 
that cafe I Ihould ocyer know your itiind, you 
know. 

Sir ANTHONY. 

Jf you won't hear me, M^dam-r- 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Well, well, I will hear you ; J^uc ^ue^c 
??vhat you have to fay into as fmall ^ compafs 4s 
•you can, my dear Sir Anthony. 

Sir ANTHONY. 

The occafion, Madam, of my giving you this 

trouble (if as fuch you are plealcd to confidcr it) 

is ^s follows. I have courted you. Madam, 

Ha that 
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that is made honourable addrcffes to you, for 
the fpacc of fix months, during which time you 
gave .me all'.the encouragement 

Mrs. KNIGHT LY. 
Encouragement! [fcreams] Oh, all you pow- 
ers of chaftity defend me ! Encouragement, 

Sir Anthony ! Of what nature, pray ? 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Your pardon^ Madam — Confiftently with mo- 
dejfty I mean ; or fuch as became a virtuous 
Ltdiy to beftow on a paffionate admirer; for 
iuch I pronounce myfelf to have been. 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Oh I underftand you now — ^Well, Sir ? 

Sir A N T H O N Y. 
For a time I was favoured with your fmiles, 
and had reafon to believe that my faithful pal- 
fion would have been crowned with fucccfs. 
When all of a fudden, to my unutterable afto- 
nilhment, the fun-fhine of rny hopes vanilhed. 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I only ftepp'd behind a cloud. Sir Anfhony, 
to play at borpeep with you. 

Sir A N T H O N Y. 
Oh, Madam, a total cclipfe, I do aflure ypu. 
— My vifiti^ were repulfecf, my letters unan- 
fwered, and finally your doors fhut againft me. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Did I do all this to poor Sir Anthony ? 
Sir A N T H O N Y. 

You did. Madam Tyrant, you know you 

did. And now. Madam, I would fain learn 
your reafons for fi|ch ufage. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Reafons — I never gave a reafon for any thing 
i did fince I was boi:n. 

Sir ANTHONY- 
That is rather extraordinary,' Madam -, but if 
you will not condefcend to give me any reafons 
for your cruelty, all I have left to deiire^ or ra.- 
ther to demand, (pardon me the expreffion. 
Madam) is now, from your own lips, to receive 
my final doom. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Why, I fhan't marry thefe ten years. Sir An- 
thony. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
That, Madam, is an indeterminate anfwer. I 
humbly requeft the favour of a final one. 

JVIrs. KNIGHTLY. 
. Why, what are you in fuch a hurry for? I 
proteft. Sir Anthony, L begin to grow jealous. 
Sir ANTHONY. 
A final anfwer. Madam. 

xMrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I'll be hanged if I have nor ;50t a rival! Oh 
faithlefs man ! that have fwc I don't know 
bow many time over, to be tru to me till death 
— and /, like the reft of my^iii/ fex, to believe 
you ! 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Madam, let me moft humbly befeech you^ — 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Begone, diflembler — but what could I expedb 
from fuch levity as yours' 

Sir ANTHONY. 

Levity, madam ! levity ! I abfolutely difavow 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 
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the change-— pray, madam — let meimplorc you, 
for the laft time (pray obfcrve that, madam, for 

the laft time) to grant me the favour [He 

advances^ bowing low, Jhe Jlirts from him^ and he 
catches bold of her fieeve.l 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
' Blefs me ! Why fure. Sir Anthony, you would 
not offer to kifs me ! ' 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Oh heavens^ madam, kifs you ! Madam, Id: 
me take the liberty to inform you, that fince I 
cxHiId diftinguilh between virtue and vice, I ne-r 
vcr took fo unwarrantable a freedom with any 
lady upon the face of the earth. 

£«/^ I^ F L U T T E R, 

Lady FLUTTER. 

My goodnefs \ what's all this abouj f Mr$^ 
^Kaighdy, my dear^ whafs- the matter ? 
^ Mk.» KNIGHTLY. 
I protcft, my dear, your uncle is fo very amor- 
ous, that it.is not f^e to ftay alone with him. 
Sir ANTHONY. 
Madam^ madam, I bluih for you ; humbly 
aiking your pardon for being fo free as to fay fo, 
Mrs/ KNIGHTLY. 
BluIh for yourfelf. Sir Anthony, you havp 
fnoft caufe* 

Lady FLUTTER. 

What, in the name of wonder, is all this 
about ? 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Oh, Lady Flutter, I am afham^d to tell you 

^s b'chavi'oiu* 1 
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Lady FLUTTER, 

My uncle's behaviour, madam ! 
• Sir ANTHONY. 

Madam, I hope my niece Flutter has too good 
nn opinion of the propriety of my condu£k upon^ 
all occaiionsy to be prejudiced by your unchariu-' 
ble inlinuations. And now, madam^ I deqiandy 
in prefcnce of my niece aforefaid, that you will 
give me a full atnd forittal acquital of all my 
vows and promifes to you^ 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I muft take time to confider of that. Sir An-*^ 
thony ; vows are ferious things ; I fuppofc att 
yours are regiftered in Cupid's bo^ks.- 
Sir ANTHONY. 
I infift Oii my releafe, madam. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I don^t know whether it be- fafe to give jovf 
one. Sir Anthony ; I muftcon&lt a lawyer firfl* 

Sir ANTHONY, 
. Madam, I am forry to fay^ that you depart ex-^ 
tremely from that pundtilious honour,- as well a» 
gencrofity of fentimcnt, which is fuch an orna- 
ment to the fair part of the creation — ^I ooly afk 
for the favour of being difcharged — a favour I 
was never refufed by any lady before, I aifure 
you, niece. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
That I dare fay. [AJtde.) Well, I can't for 
my life underftand all this. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Oh he*s a rebel in his heart, that's plain, and 
only wants a pretence to forfeit his allegiance -, 
but I won't give him that fatisfaftion. 

6 Sir 
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Sir ANTHONY. 
Then, madarti, fince you urge me to it, iii 6ntf 

word, I here cancel all my vows r 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
It is not in your power. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Renounce your empire, madam 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY 
I defy you. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
And utterly difclaim your favour. 
• Mrs. KNIGHTLY 
Stubborn traitor ! 

Sir ANTHONY. 
And now, madam, I will withdraw my pdrfon 

and my heart 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
. .Not your hearty Sir Anthony ! 
Sir ANTHONY. 
Both, both, madam, I do aver it to you ; and 
will make an offering of them where they will be 
more honourably, and more gratefully enter- 
tained. And fo, madam, I am, with proper re- 
fpedt, your moft obedient (tho' rejefted) humble 
fervant. . Niece Flutter, I have the pleafure of 
wilhing you a very good evening. 

[Exit Sir Anthony y boiving^ both, ladies burft 
cut a4aughing. 

Mrs. KNIOHTLY. [imitating his manner, look- 
ing after him, and curtfying very low.] 

And I return you my very unfeigned acknow- 
legements'for ridding me of- your moft infipid 
folemnity, my dear Sir Anthony. Ha, ha, ha, 

poor 
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poor foul ! to whom is he going to offer his Pla- 
tonic adorations, do you know, my dear ? 
Lady FLUTTER. 

Why, by what I gathered juft now from the 
converfation between piy Lord and him (for it 
was a fecret to mt before) I find Mifs Medway 
is likely to fupplant you. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Supplant me, my dear creature ! why, furc 
y6u can't fuppofe I had ever any ferious thoughts 
of the poor man ; humbly begging your pardon, 
as he fays, for taking fuch a liberty with yoyr 
uncle. 

Lady FLUTTER. 

I fliould wonder if you had, I own ; I am furc 
nothing but his fortune could have made my 
Lord think of him for a fon-in-law. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Does Mifs Medway approve of the thing ? 
fhe is a fober fort of a girl, I think. 
Lady FLUTTER. 

Oh intolerably fo-, I hardly ever converfc 
with her, tho' under the fame roof. She is for 
ever poring over. a book or a needle-^ — ^Yet I 
don't fuppofe fhe likes him either ; I have heard 
it whifpered that fhe loves my coufin Branvifle, 
who, I hear, is expedied home every hour. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
If I thought fo, I would keep Sir Anthony 
dangling this twelvemonth, out of mere com- 
paflion to the poor girl. For, notwithflanding 
his threats, I know he is flill devoted to me. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
But how would that fquare with your views in 
regard to Colonel Medway ? 

1 Mrs. 
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. ^ Mrs, KNIQHTtY, 

Oh my fweet friend, that queftion has made 
me fcrious all at once, 1 can laugh at Sir An- 
ihony nd more ; indeed I have oot lately bad 
fpirits cnotigh to be diverted with him, and, for 
that reafon, tried to Ihake him off. I don't know 
what to think of the Colonel 1 came here this 
evening on purpofc to cpnfult you. My Lord, who, 
J perceive, is a man of the world, and full of de- 
fign, dropped fome hints to me about his fon, by 
which I find the thing would at leaii be very 
agreea[ble to i&/w j yet die Colonel has not been 
near me fince, I wifli I knew his fentiments. 
Lady FLUTTER, 
• . 1 am fure I can't inform you. There is none 
pf the family v*ry communicative, but my Lord \ 
he is the beft of them, that is certain. 

' E^terSir HARRY FLUTTER, 

Sir HARRY, 
Ha, Mrs, Knightly ! my adorable ! I kifs 
your hands, 

Mra, KNIGHTLY. 
Oh, Sir Harry, you have miffed fuch an enter* 
tainment ! Here has been Sir Anthony- 
Sir HARRY. . 
Well, and what did uncle Parenthefis lay to 
you ? 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Oh he ha« abandoned me— I am doomed to 
wjear the willow garland. 

Sir HARRY. 
Uh, you cruel devil you, 'tis you who have 
' abandoned him, I dare fay — ^What, Lady Flut- 
ter ! I am amazed to find ym here 5 I tnought 

you 
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^pu had aband^n^d me, as Mrs. Knightly fay$,; 
and that by this time you had tak^n poft for 
Oxfordlhire, in order » tellpape, that Sir Harry 
was fuch a naughty boy, he would not give jfits 
way in every thing. Mrs* Knightly, when I 
went out this evening, (he was going to elope^ 
abfolutely bent upon running away from her 
hulband- 

Lady FLUTTEIt. 
And you fte, ma'am the return he makes mc 
for my good nature in not doing fo. I thinks 
Sir Harry, after the provocatbn I received from 
you, if I changed my mind^ you ought to b^ 
very much obliged to me. 

Sir HARRV. 

My dear* if the changing your .mind be an 
obligation, I own my obligations to you on that 
fcore are innumerable. 

La<ly FLUTTPR- 
I feppofe you think that Avitty, now. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Pray, pray, good people, am I to be left out 
oftheconverfation ? 

€ir HARRY. 
Oh, ma'am, my Lady Flutter is fo extremely 
quick in her repartees, that you will find it very 
hard to put in a word, I aflure you. 
' LaJy FLUTTER. 
And Sir Harrv is fo immoderately fond of 
hearing himfclft^> that he does AOt defire either 
of us to give him any interruption^ / affure you. 
Sir HARRV. 
Not your Ladyftip, I acknowlcgc- 

Mr>. KNIGHTLY. 
WciU 1 vow. Sir Harry, if you were my huf- 
I 2 band. 
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band, I Ihould hat^ you, for all you arc fuch a 
handfome toad. 

Sir HARRY- 
Indeed you would not. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Indeed I Ihould. 

Sir HARRY. 
Go, you little hyporrite^— 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Get you gone, you rattlepate, I don't mind 
what you fay — Come, Lady Flutter, will you go 
with me to the opera, my dear ? ' 

Lady FLUTTER. 

With all my heart. Any-where rather than 
ftay at home. 

' Sir H A R R Y. 

You fee, ma'am, what a happy man I am in 
domeftic felicity ! But here. Lady Flutter, you 
muft give me leave to interpofe a little of my 
lawful authority -, and therefore I defire, if it be 
not top great an honour, that you will oblige 
me with your company at home this evening.. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
• Indeed I Ihan't, Sir Harry. * ^ 

Sir HARRY. 
Then, ma'am, I fay, indeed you fhall. 

^ Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Blefs me,. Sir Harry, you an*t ferious, fure ! 
I am vaftly forry I propofed the thing at all. I 
won't go to the opera for my part — FH ftay and 
char with you, if you will give me leave— or 
fuppofe we had a pool at piquett. 
Sir HARRY, 
By no means, ma'am. Why fhould you de- 
prive 
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prive yourfelf of your entertainment for her 
childifhnefs ? I'll attend you to the opera myfelf. 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Indeed you fhan't, for I won't go. 

Sir HARRY. 
Indeed you ftiall, and I'll go with you. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I vow you fhall neither of you go, and fo good 
by to you. {Runs cui. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
So, Sif Harry, you have expofed yourfelf 
prettily \ 

Sir HARRY. 
Not in the leaft, my dear ; I have only fliewm 
you to advantage. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
It is well one of us has a littk difcretion. 

Sir HARRY. 
Meaning your wife felf, I prefume ; but, to 
Ihew you that I have a fmall (hare too, I will en- 
ter into no farther difputes with you; but leav- 
ing you to your agreeable contemplations, fol- 
low my charming Mrs. Knightly to the opera, 
who, I fancy, will prefer my company to your 
Ladyfhip's. ' \ExtU 

Lady FLUTTER. 

Very well, fir ! if I am not even with you 

for this ! 

Enter Lord MED WAY, at another Door. 

LORD. 

Alone ma'am ! (I have been detained longer 
than I expefted.) What is become of Mrs* 
Knightly and Sir Anthony ? 

Lady 
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LaJy FLUTTER. 
.' fi(M:h^fic^my Lord*— My unde brake Vfrfif 
in refentment, never, I think, to fee her more. 
LORD. 
Soi fb— *What have you done with Lady Med* 
• way and my daughter ? 

Lady FLUTTER. . . 
They are at their evening meditations, I fup- 
pofe, my Lord* They both came in with me, 
after yit had made a ihort vifit, but,, jccording 
to cuftom, retired to my Lady's drefling-room. 
L O R D- 
Oh, they read together every evening ! — But 
you feem ruffled, my dear Lady Flutter ^ what 
is the matter? 

Lady FLUTTER, 

SirHany 

LORD- 
What of hitn ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
^ He has be^n here fince *, hut ib inioler^bly 
rude and provoking^ pofitively there is no en*^ 
during' him any longer, i ihould be forry t^ 
leave your Lordihip's houfe ib foon, where I havier 
been fo kindly received ; but I am determii^d 
jQot to continue under tfie fame roof with Sir 
Harry. 

LORD. 
If your departure were to be apunifixmenf 
only to Sir Harry, I fhould not oppofe it ; for I 
muft allow, that he deferves all your refentment. 
But, my dear Lady Fliftter, I could name ano- 
ther, whom you would make infinitely more un* 
happy by your abfencc. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Who can that oe, my Lord ? 

LORD. 
Suppofe I were to name myfelf 
•^ ^ Lady 
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Lady FLUTTER, 
' You at-e very obliging, my Lord, 1 hare hot 
the leaft doubt of your triendflaip. 
LORD. 
Friendfhip, my dear ma'am, fometimes aC- 
fumes a tenderer name — ^When a man entertains 
it for a woman, young and charming as you ar<e^ 
what ought it then to be called ? 

Ladv FLUTTEJl. 
Why friendfliip, to be fure — ^whatfliould it be ' 
elfe ?• . 

LORD. 
Shall I tell you ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
No, I won't be told. 

LORD. 
Then you guefs — 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Not I, indeed, my Lord— 
LORD. 
'Tis love I love ! is not that a fweetcr found ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
'Tis a found with which I am very little ac- 
-quainted [Sigbs. 

LORD. 
Then let me be your tutor, to t^ach you a 
fcience, in. which Sir Harry is not worthy toin- 
ftrudyou. 

Lady FLUTTER. . 
Oh, my Lord, if I had met with you before J 
^was married, and before ^^« were married-— But 
it is too late now — 

LORD. 
You muft not fay fo. What are marriage ties^ 
if the hearts are not joined? *Tis that alooe 
which makes the union facred. 

Lady FLUTTER.' 

, That k the chief thing, I grant, 

LORD. 
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LORD. 

• Oh it is all in all ! With regard to Lady 

Medway now ; fhe is a good woman, it is true, 
and I efteem her as fuch ; but there is no love 
in the cafe, fo that I confider myfelf abfolutely 
as a fingle man. 'Tis juft the fame with you ; 
there has a ceremony indeed paffed between you 
and Sir Harry ^ but h^ flights you, . and you 
very juflly defpife him : fo that, to all intents and 
purpofes, you are a fingle woman. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
I wifli I were, I'm fure, my Lord. 

LORD. 
Why fo you are, my dear ma'am, if you would 
confider the thing rightly — If I thought other- 
wife, tho' I confefs I love you to adoration, I 
would fooner ftab myfelf to the heart, than en- 
deavour to wiq your afFeftions. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Indeed, my Lord, I believe you. f ' 

LORD. 
Theri, fince we are equally unhappy in wed- 
lock, what crime can there be in our mutual en- 
deavours to confole each other ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
I am fure I don't intend any harm. 

LORD. 
Then why will you talk of leaving me ? You 
know Sir Harry is too indifferent to be concern- 
ed at a feparation ; the grief, the difappoint- 
ment, will all be mine. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
'' Indeed, my Lord, I fhould be very unwilling 
to make you uneafy, to whom I owe fo many 
obligations. 

LORD. 
Then Ipeak no more of parting. [He takes her 
" . I band.^ 
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band.] I have a thoufand things ta tell you. The 
delightful fubjeft we are upon is incxhauftible, 
but Lean never get you for half gn hour to my- 
fclf. •, • 

Lady FLUTTER. 
.' Why no^ Sir Hstrry is fo perpetually whiffling 
fa^kward$ ^d forw^d$> one can't be alone a 
niinute for him. 

{Jjady Medway comes to the dooVy andfteps back on 
feeing Lord Medivay and tuidy Flutter in fucb 
; fapnliar confer enceJ] 

LORD. 
I have thoughf of an expedient, which, if yoy 
will agree to, will fecure us againfl; all interrup- 
tions for the future. 

Lady FLUTTER, 
What is it ? 

LORD. 

You know Lady Lovegrove, wlip fat in th^ 
box with us at the play the other night (a very 
worthy woman.) I am fure flie would be glad 
of your acquaintance. 111 introduce-you to her, 
iand there, you know, when you go of an evening 
to drink tea, I can meet you, and we can enjoy 
^ hour's converfation without being interrupted. 
Lady FLUTTER. 

I proteft that will do very well. But we muft 
not let Sir tjarry know a word of my acquaintr- 
^nce with her, or may-be, foine ^evening, he'lj 
be for thrufting himfelf in^ 

LORD. 
■;;;; ]By »o means, he Ihall never be of our party. 
Come, ma'am, 1 fkncy, by this time, the ladie^ 
have done with their fobcr ftudies — Suppofe we 
werp to join them, 

K * X-adjr 
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Lady FLUTTER. 
A« you will, my Lord. 

LORD. 
Not a word more of parting, remember. 

Udy FLUTTER. 
I'll try what 1 can do to oblige your Lordfhip. 
lExit Lerd M. leading ber tut. 

tody UE jyVf AY (met oKf. 

LAD Y. 

Oh, Lord Medway ! this is beyond what I 
thought you capable of; but I will, if poffible, 
.prifvtnt the deftru^oo that you havft plan'd. 



Enp of tHE SECOND ACT, 
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ACT IIL 

SCENE changes t^tbemdm KNIGHTLTs; 

EfUn Cclmel M E D ^ AY and Mfi 
RICHLY* 

COLONEL. 

I Would not have mentioned it at all, if I 
thought you -could have fufFcred it to mak^ 
fo ferious an ipipreflion on you. 

Mifs RICHLY. 
It ought not, I confels, knowing as I do the 
truth and geiieroGty of your heart — and yet I 
cannot help being alarmed an immenfe for- 
tune, and a fine woman, as my fitter really is — - 
the temptation is fo great ! that were it any one 

but you 

COLONEL. 
Indeed, my.dear Clara, thefe feafs of yours re^ 
proacfi, at the fame time that they flatter me. Isi 
it ncceffary that 1 (hduld tell you, over and over 
again, for the thoufandth time, that I never can 
love any woman but yourfelf ? 

Mifs RICHLY. 

1 do not want to be convinced and yet J 

own I am pleafcd to hear you repeat even what 

you have (aid a thoufand times ; but^ your fa* 

thcr's authority— —I dread that* 

COLONEL, 

Believe me, you have no reafon *, for, tho' no 

fon was ever more obfervant of a father's will 

than I have always been of his ; yet, in the par-' 

ticular concerns of my heart, I muft be my own 

» K 2 diredor# 
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direftor. This my father knows, and I hope tit 
will never urge me more upon the fubMeft. 
Mifs RICHLY. 
•But if he Ihould t 

g O L O N E L. 
. Would you have me fwear to you ? \ 

Mifs RICHLY. 

Oh, not .for the world ! 1 am alhamed of 

doubting, and yet 1 don't know how it is, I am 
full of apprehenfions : the truth is, I am not very 
happy at home •, . my fifter is, of late, grown cold 
and peevifh to mc — I never fufpe&ed the caufa 
before, but *tis now too plain* ^ 

C a L O N E L. 
Did Ihe ever mention me to you ? 

Mifs RICHLY. 
Never but in a carelfefs way — and yet I think, 
fince your father's laft vifit to her^ fhe has been 
in better fpirits thati before, tho* I am not ufed. 
one bit the kinder. 

COLONEL. 
You Ihall not long be fubje£t to her tyranny,' 
My father already knows the fecret of my love ; 
and I think that, notwithftanding tl^ article of 
fortune weighs much with him, his regard to my 
happinefs will even out-balance that. 
Mifs RICHLY. 
I wifti it mayr- — Blefs me \ htrt^s my fifter. 

Enter Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

She curtfies gravely to the Colonel. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I thought you had been alone, Mifs Richly,, 
and came to chat with you ; but I fee you are 
engaged. {CooUyv 

COLONEL. 
• I hope my being here, ma'am, will, not dct 
" . - privc 
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{>rive Mifs Richly of. the pleafure of your com^ 

pany. . 

Mifs RICHLY* 
1 believe^ fitter, we fhall both think our con- 
Vetfatiofi very much improved by your making 
a third in it. 

Mrs, KNIOHTLY. 
. I don't know that * ^ A tete a tete is to the 
full as often difagreeably mttr-ruptid^ as im- 
proved by another perfoti. 
^ COLONEL. 

That, madam, I am ftrre, can never happen^ 
where you make the addition. 

Mrs* KNIGHTLY, 
I Ihouldbe forry it were the cafe now^ I own, 
Colonel '» for, to tell you the truth, i have vani- 
ty enough to be mortified at the thoughts of bet 
ing confidcred as an intruder, 

COLONEL. 
- Blefs me, madam ! \ know of but one circum-r 
ftance in the world, which could poffibly plac« 
you in fuch a light. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY^ 
What is that, pray fir ? 

COLONEL. 
Where an inferior beauty was meditating * 
conquefl:, and you ftept in to fnatch it from hen 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
An inferior beauty — I proteft. Colonel, I don't 
well underftand that — There isi an appearance of 
gallantry in the compliment, and yet there is 
fdhiething a little myltical in it too. Ckra, are 
you good at folving riddles ? 

Mifs RICHLY. 
No, indeed, filler 5 you know I have a very 
•literal Underftanding ; befides, I think what the 
Colonel fays requires no explanation. 

' Mr^ 
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Mrs, KNIGHTLY. 
Then, my dear, 1 won't affront you by rptk-^ 
ing any application. 

Mifs RICHLY. 
, If you fliould, fifter^ 1 am very ready to ac- 
knawlege my part in it ; but ycjl^ fhould conft* 
dcr that by the remainder, you wotdd draw on 
yourfelf that imputation, which but now you 
wiihed to avoid. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
You fee. Colonel, the myfterious fpeech yoil 
have made has the fate of all oraeies, . to be in« 
ttrpreted different ways, and perhaps none of 

tbem right Nay, 1 am inclined to think if 

bears a Itill nearer refemblance to them, and that 
y€fu, like the priefts of old, delivered what you 
£ud without any infpiration of a god. 
COLONEL. 
There, madam, your cbmparifon fails, for I 
afTure you 1 am at this inftant under the influ- 
ence of a very powerful one. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I vow I don't believe you 5 do you, Clara ? 

Mifs RICHLY. 
I never had any reafon to doubt the Colonel'* 
ircmcity, filler. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
What, then, vou think he is really in love ? 

Mifs RICHLY. 
Don't you hear him acknowlege it ? 

COLONEL. .i 

Nay, madam, if you won't take wy word for 
ir, I can't fee what reafon yovi have to believe 
any one's clfc. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

. Why no, that's true But where a matter 

of faith doesn't concern one's felf, infidelity, you 
know, can be af no great confequence one way 
w another. 
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COLONEL. 

. That's pretty home. [Afide. 

Mifs RICHLY. 
Very true, fitter ; but fcepticifm is a danger- 
cms, as well as an uneafy ftate, in feme cafes* 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY, 
And a ^3Xc of Jecurityy Mifs Clara, the cafuUb 
in lovCj as well as religion, are agreed, is not al^ 
ways the lafeft. But I don't know how^we fell 
upon this odd topic. 

Mils RICHLY. 
Nor I, I am fure, 

COLONEL. 
1 don't know how we came to talk of it ^ bu^ 
1 am convinced the man muft be very infenfible 
who could avoid thinking of it in this company, 
Mrs. KNIGHTIiT. 
Clara, you are a monopolift ; but I will have 
tny fliare in that compUment-— I don't know. 
Colonel tho', what your miftrefs would fay if flic 
were to hear you fay fo* 

Mifs RICHLY. ; 

She'd forgive him, I dare fay. 

COLONEL. 

Come, come, ladies, I fee by your purfuiii^ 

this fubjeft, that you have a defign of getting my 

fecret out of me ; and, as I am lure I could not 

withftand your united force, I think my fafeft 

way is to make my retreat before I betray my^ 

fell [ Bows ip htb and exit. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
How long was the Colonel here before \ cam^ 
in, Clara ? 

Mifs RICHLY. 
Not above a*quarter of an hour-p^Pray, fitter, 
whydo you alk.? 

Mra. KNIGHTLY. 
Becaufe it is (j^ite a^oniihing to me, how a 
.1 maa 
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man of his vivacity can be emertained by fuch a 
piece of ftill-life as you are* 

Mifii RICHLY. 
' Why, fiftcr, it is not an m-falU-hh maxim, 
that we moft admire thofe who are exaftly of our 
oy/n difpofition. I, now, for example, who an) 
inaturaily grave, do, notwithftanding, admire 
fprightlinefs in other people. 

Mfs. KNIGHTLY, 

Umph, fo it feems . • . , 

Mifs RICHLY. 
And the Colonel, tho* extremely Bvely him- 
felf, may, however, not difrelifh the converfation 
t>f a ferious woman. 
^ Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Indeed, Ckra, you are a very coiiceited girL 
I dare fwear^ IF the Colonet fays fine things to 
you, you believe every word of them. 

Mifs RICHLY. 
^ Indeed, fifter, I have as humble an opinion of 
piyfclf, as you, or any one elfe can poffibly have 
of me. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY, 
I am very glad to hear it, child ; for I own 
t think vanity would not be a very d^firablc 
companion in your fituation, 
- Mifs RICHLY. 

What have I done, fifter, to dcfervc thefe 
fevere taunts from you i . . r 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Oh, Clara«, if you accufe me of fe^^erity, I muft 
tell you that you are. an ungrateful girl, and I 
fancy we ftiall not continue much longer togci- 
then 

• Mife RICHLY. 
I am not quite fo deftitute, madana, but thj^t 
I can ftill be received by that friend who had the 
rare of ;ne' from my childhood, 

*Mrs. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE DISCOVERY. >j 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Very well, madam, I fhall confider 6f it; but 
Jierhaps 1 may find out fome more eligible |>lace 
foryou. 

Mifs. RICHLY. 

I fee, fifterj you are relblved to difapprove of 
every thing I fay or do *, my company is become 
irkfome to you, and, for the prefent at leaft, TU 

rid you of it [Exit» 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

1 was very unlucky in ever taking her into 
my houfe -, had it not been for that, I (hould 
never, perhaps, have feen the only man who pro- 
bably could have given me a minute's uneafinefs* 
— I am puzzled at his condudt — and yet 1 fufpedt 
now more than ever that they love each other — 
If it be fo, I ftiall know it too foon, for I*am 
furcLordMedway is thoroughly in my interefts* 

— yet my fufpenfe is infupporuble. Who's 

there ? 

Enter a Maid, 

MAID. 
Madam, your ohair is ready; 

Mrs. KNIGffTLY. 
Come hither— —I defire you will giVc orders 
to the fervants, that any letters direded to my 
fitter fliould be brought to me— I fufpeft that 
girl has got intp a filly intrigiw; 
MAID. 
. I -believe, tnadam^ Mifs receives letters very 
often ; but 1 fhall take care^ for the future, thaC 
you fluill have them firft. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Be fure you do— ^ [Exeunt* 
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SCENE IL Chofiges to LordMEVi^KTs. 

Lady FLUTTER at her "Toilet. 

Enter . to her Lady MED WAY. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Good morning to your Ladyfhip. 

{'Looks coolly at her. 
LA D Y. 
r was* afraid you were nojc well, Lady Flutter, 
as you lay abed io longs this morning. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
r refted ill laft night, nothing more. 

LADY. 
I hope I don't interrupt you, madam. 

Ladv FLUTTER. 
Not in the leaft ; but I vow you are fo cereitio- 
nious, Lady Medway, that you will not allow 
me to think myfelf at home; 
LADY. 
I fhould be forry for that, madam ; but you* 
know there are times when one would not chufe 
to be broke in upon by any one \ yet, to fliew you 
how free I make with you, I have brought my 
work with me, if you will let me pore a littk at it. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
I wifli Ihe and her work were far enoughs 
(Aftde.) Your LadyiQaip is excefliVely obliging- 
You and Mifs Medway are fuch houfewives, yoU 
quite ftxame me-^-*-This' is prodigiouQy pretty ; 
iwhoare thefe rufBes for ? ' 

LADY. 
My Lord, to be fin-e — Where is Sir Harry tliii 
morning ? I have not feen him yet.. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
Dear Lady Medway, don't aj(k me about him^ 
for I know nothing of him. 

Lady 
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LADY. 
What, not of your hulband, my de^r ! Wel]». 
well, Lady Flutter, when your young necks are 
a little more inured to the marriage yoke, fhope 
k will fit eafier on you both— This work blinds 
nie,ril lay it by-rr- 

Lady FLUTTER, 
Oh impoffibk ! h^ grows worfe and worfc 
everyday. There n^ver was foch an incorrigible 
ill-natured thing in the univerfe. 
LADY. 
Now, really, there I muft differ from you; 1 
never took Sir Harry to be ill-natured; hafty 
and petulant, i gr^nt you, he is. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Madam^ I hope yau will .^Jlow jjie :to be ikt 
bcH judge. 

LADY. 
You have reafon to be fo, I own -, but a ftandr 
er-by may form an opinion. 

Lady FLUTTER. . 

• I 4oR^t know what yoiu* Ladyrib^i^^ .opihipn 
may be-, byt I am fuce it is the opinion .of others^ 
and fome that I could name of undoubted good 
judgement, that t,hej-e never was, fince the crea- 
tion, a >voman fo unfortunate in ^ hufband as J 
am. 

LADY. 
Oh, Lord Medway, what have you to anfwer 
for I (4J^de.) I muft fay. Lady Flutter, that if 
it even ^^^fo (which, heaven knows, is far from 
being the cafe), they are not your friends, no 
more than Sir Harry's, whowould endeavour to 
perfuade you tp fuch a belief. 

Lady FLUTTEI?.. 
Blefs me, ma'am ! Why, isn't it vifible to all 
the world ? Doesn't all the town ring of his ridicu- 

L 2 lous 
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lous behaviour, and w6ndcr at my patience in 
bearing it? 

LADY. 

Indeed, Lady Flutter, I believe you are miff, 

taken. The town have fomething elfe to mind 

befide little domeftic quarrels that no way conr 

cern them ; and 1 dare fay, no-body but your 

? articular friends trouble their heads abojut it. 
'ho% I muft obfervc, thv had both you arid Sir 
Harry been a little lefs communicative, even to 
fome oiyourfmnds^ on the fubjeft of your difa- 
greement, it might have been happier for you. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
Qh, dear ma*am ! I know there are Ibme tame 
wives in the world, who can fubmit in filence to 
any ufage ; but I am not one of thofe, I aflure 
you. I have not- been ufed to controll, nor I 
won't be controlled, that's more. 
LADY. 
Spftly, dear Lady Flutter, 1 don't mean to of- 
fend you ; I would argue with yoy as a friend, 
pray fpeak lower ; I would not have any of our- 
fervants- hear on what fubjedt we are difcourfing. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Gracious ! why, every fervant in the houfe 
knows how we live. 

LADY. 
But, mad^m, don't you think your unguarded 
complaints without doors, and perhaps your un- 
advifed choice of confidants within, may leacj 
you into fome inconvenience ? 

Jj^iy FLUTTER. 
^ I don't well underftand your queftion. Lady 

l^edway -, my choice of confidants within- 

LADY. 
Yes — male ones, I mean j for example now^ 
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if 4 young maxried lady fhould make choice of a 
gentleman to whom Ihe Ihould open her -heart, 
and let him fo far into her confidence as to tell 
him flxe defpifes her hufband, what do-you think 
muft be the confequence ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
What ! why, 1 fuppofe he'd think— he*d ima- ' 

gine — I don't know what he'd think ? 

LADY. 
I'll tell you •, he'd thinks perhaps,* that a li-v 
king tp bim had as great a (hare in the lady's con- 
tempt for her hufbanid, as any real fault of the 
hyfband's. 

> Lady FLUTTER. 
If he thought fo, I ^ould not help it •, but I^aln 
fure there is no one to whom I complain will 
draw any fuch inference. 

LADY. 
There is nothing but what is very natural in 
all this, Lady Flutter; and the gentleman, ori 
this fuppofition, will think himfelf bound^ to 
make an ofter of his love to the lady ; fhe, par- 
haps, receives it — 

Lady FLUTTER. 
' Lord, ma'am^! thefe are ftrange cohclufions — 
What can fhe me^n i ^ • [Afide, 

LADY. 
If this fhould be the cafe, what muftenfue*! 
Oh, Lady Flutter, ^ innocent young creature 
^ike you, fhould flart at the thought. 
Lady FLUTTER. ' 
Upon my word. Lady Med way, I don't under- 
fland fuch infmuations. If Sir Harry infults mc;,^ 
I Mn not obliged to bear it from every one. 
LADY. 
I am forry, madam, that you conftruea friend- 
ly .caution into an infult. I am your friend, per^ 
haps the only one who has the power of faving 
you from deftruftion, 
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Lady FLUTTER. 
Dfeftruftion ! madam, I could not have ex- 
pedled this from you, in your oym houfe. I be- 
lieve my Lord wouW not thank you for treating 
me thus— but if you are tired of me, madam— 
L A D Yi 
Oh, my dear madam ! you are in a yery great 
error, my Lord is the greatcft enemy you have in 
the world. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
You may happen to be miftakcn in that, La- 
dy Medwavj as w^U as in other things. — Poor 

woman, (he little knows [Jfide. 

LADY, / 

Come, not to play at crofs-purpofes with you 
any longer, I muft tell you that I ain no ftranger 

to my Lord's defigns on you 

Lady FLUTTER. 
His defigns on m ! 

LAD Y. 
Yes, madam, his cruel, his (I grieve to fay) 
infamous defigns on you. Oh, Lady Flutter, 
you ftand on a dreadful precipice ! do not re^ 
jedt the kind hand that would fnatch you from 
certain ruin. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
This is fuch extraordinary language^ Lady 

Medway, that really -I don't know what to 

fay to it — I little imagined I fhould have created 
any iealouly when 1 came into your family. 
, LADY. 

Indeed, my dear, you intirely mifkke my mq- 
tivt. I own there was a time when I might have 
been influenced by jealoufy, but I have out-liv- 
ed it i. and am not now aftuated by fo felfifli a 
palTion, Pity to your inexperienced youth, 
friendfhip to your worthy parents, regard to the 
honour df your hufband, joined to the tcndernefs 
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arid duty I owe my Lord, Are the fole motives 
which urge me m fave you all, if poffible, from • 
ruin. I know my Lord makes love to you; 
and that yon have, unwarily, been drawn in to 
make an afTignation with him. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
If he has been fo treacherous as to tell this f 

L A D Y. 
He has not, I affure you j yet I am certain of 
the fa£t ; I know too well the nature of his con- 
neftions with Lady Lovegrove — And ftow^ my 
dear, if you would efcape the fnare which is laid 
for your undoing, be advifed by me> who am. *. 
your true friend. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
I don*t think I have a friend in the world.. 

L ADY, 
You arc miftaken ; I am fincerely fo. My 
Lord is a man of pleafiire, and is perhaps left 
fcrupulous in affairs of gallantry, than in any 
other vice. - Your youth and agreeable perfon 
were alone fufficient to attradt him ; but when 
fuperadded to this, he found you defpifed your 
hufband, and made no difficulty of owning it to 
him, it almoft amounted to an invitation. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
An invitation. Lady Medway ! you ufe me 
very iU. 

LADY. 
To a man of his caft, madam, it certainly 
does. ^ Your unacquaintednefs with men of in- 
trigue makes you blind to your own danger ; 
but indeed, Lady Flutter, there is but one ftep 
between you and inevitable Ihame and mifefy. 
What do you think muft be the confequence, if 
Sir Marry fhould difcover that you have ap- 
pointed a private place of meeting with my 

Lord?:. 
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Lord ? What muft he think of the nature of a 
cctfrei^ndence thus meanly cariied on by ftcakh? 
Alk your own heart if you can juftif y this to your 
huiband and- to your friends ? . * 
Lady FLUTTER. 

Lord blefs me, Lady Mcdway ! — you terrify 
me— I am amazed how you came to the know- 
lege of this. . 

LADY. 

*Tis a happinefs to you, madam, that I have^ 
if by it I can be the means of faving you. 
Lady FLUTTER. 

I owi? I was a fool for confenting j but fure, 
madam, you won't be fo barbarous as to tell Sir 
Harry -, it would give him fuch an advantage 
over me, I can't bear the thoughts of it. 
LADY. 

Why really, my dear, I Ihould be forry to be 
under . the neceffity of taking fo difagreeable g 
ftcp ; and if I thought I could rely cm your ho* 
nour and difcretion, in your future condufi:, I 
certainly fhould keep your fecret. 

Lady FLUTTER. ; 

Madam, I'll quit your houfe direftly, if that 
will fatisfy you. 

LADY. 

By no means, madam 5 how would you an- 
fwer th,at to your friends, if they fliould enquire 
the reafon ? Here you came to town to Hay the 
winter with me, and before a month's elapfed 
you quit my houfe ! 

Lady FLUTTER. 

Why I can tell them that Sir Harry is fo inr 
fufferable, I can't live ivith him 
LADY. 

If you will be ruled by me. Lady Flutter, for 
one week, nay but for three days, I'll engage ' 
that Sir Harry and you Ihail be as happy a cou- 
ple as any in England. • 
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Lady FLUTTER. 
Oh gracious ! you could as foon convert us 

mto angels. 

LADY. ' 

But will you promife to be guided by me, but 
for a little while ? 

Lady FLUTTER. 

Oh dear Lady Medway^ I know you would 
recommend patience and fubmiffion, and all 
that ; but I never can, nor hevtr will tubihit to 
his humour. 

LADY. 

'Why then, madam, I fliall think it my duty 
to write to your father immediately, and let him 
know the danger of your fituatiori ; for though 
lam fure the parting you from ^ your hufband 
would afflift him, yet 'tis better he fliould re- 
ceive you while you are innocent. 

L^dy FLUTTER. 

what is it you would have me do, madato ? 
LADY. 

Your tafk is not haf d, if you are difpofed to 
fet about it. You are married to a very young 
man, Lady Flutter ; who, though he is warm 
and volatile, does not want fenfc, anil am fure 
is good-natured in the main. 

Lady FLUTTER. 

Dear Lady Medway — you are enough to tUrn 
one's brain. 

LA D Y. 

Hear me out, madam. You, on the Other. 
hand, who have as much fenfc, and as mu<;h 
good-nature as. he, are at the Xame time a little 
too quick and impatient of contradiction. He. 
I will allow is too ready to give o&ence> but you 
in your turn muft grant, that you »re as fudden 
in faking it. Now, my dear, 'tis in your power, 
and give me leave to teil yaa'tk your duty alfo. 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 THE Disco VERY; 

to correft yours. And r\> anfwer for it that Sir 
Harry will foUqw yow kadi for I am furc that 
he loves you a great deal better thaa my Lord 
does, let him tell yo\i what he pleafes. 
Lady Fl, U T T£ R. 
I wifh I could fee any proofs of it* 

LADY. 
Will you mok^ die experiment? 
] Lady F L U T T E R. 

What and give up to him ? 
LAD Y. 
Only for once, Jufl for a trial ; if "he does not 
receive it as he oughty I will never defire you to 
repeat it — 'I think I hear his rap at the door. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
Well, madam, to fiiew you that it is not my 
^ault that we live fq uneafily, I will do as you 
would' have me 5, you yoiurfelf ihaU be the judge ;, 
but then remember jf ou are not to write to my 

pwja. 

- LADY. 

. .LwiUnot, andrenicmberyouarenottohave 
any private confereotes with my Lord.. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
'Agreed. .. . * 

Enter Sir HARRY. 

Sir HARRY. 

. Horn dipes your Ladylhip do this morning ? 
[2lc7 Lady Medway. ] I am tir^d to death, I Jiavc ' 
been at my banker's, and jolting all over the- 
d^etfeifeble city.x—Defend me ! Why your head- 
is dr^ed fo barb^roufly. Lady Flutter, you look^ 
Me ten furies^' By my Kfe, an abfoluteMedufa-, 
pridiee who gave" thee that formidable appear-; 
affKfe, child ?^ 

/...- : L^ FLUTTER, 

..lam^forry you don't Eke it. Sir Harry j til 
not crni^loy that Frenchman -any more. ' * 
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: Sir H A R R Y. 
Tlien I am furc . you doni^t libe it yoiiittlf ; 
for:Sir Harry^s judpilcntliafe not the hapjiinc& 
jpf having any great weight widi you. 
LzAy FLUTTER. 
No, I prafcdl I thflik itiguitc btcoming And 
genteel 

T LADY. 

Then it muft be to oblige jrw^ Sir Hwry- 

Sir HARRY. : 

Undoubtedly, ma'am, thit's her ftudy. 
I : Lady: FLUTTER- ' \ 

Upon my word^ Sir Haiirj^ I would mai;e i^ 
fo, if you would fct me. • 

Sir HARRY. :i/' 

My dear ! fay that ovtt again pray 5 it fQUndj 
yaftly pretty, if it were but true. 
Lady FLUTT^ERi 
Why then ferioufly I wodkl raiiier drefe ■%» 
pleafe you than dnV body, . 

Sir'HARR Y. V 
Hark'ee, Lady Flutter, irony is a mighty 
ticklilh weapon, and you handte. it very alik- 
wardly, upon my foul ; lay it i>y, or you'll cut 
your fingers. 

La^y , FLUTTER. v 

I declare and vow I am in eatn^ft. 

Sir HARRY. "^ 

Oh dear ma'am, your moft obedient -but 

you're a bungler, take my word" for it, 
LADY. 
But, Sir Harry, why ftiould y6u doubt that 
Lady Flutter isferidus? ' 

Sfr HARRY. 
Why really, ma'am, becimfe* I Mvtt knew 
Lady Flutter ferious ift afty^ thing, but her en- 
deavours to make hjerfelf difagreeable to mb. 

'LADY. 
. J 9 which I fancy however Ihe has'notfuc- 
ofeded, Sir Harry. M 2 Lady 
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Lady FLUTTER. 
'If that be thbcafcy then I am rcfolved' to take 
another courfe, and tly what my endeavours to 
pleafc him will do;w- . 

LADY. 
What do you fay to th«t. Sir Harry ? 

Sir HARRY. 
Say ! ^gad, rdon't ^ell khow what to fay tq 
it. There is fpmething dcvilifli pfeaiant in 
hearing her talk fb, if th6 humour would but laft. 
LADY. 
Take my word for it. Sir H^rry, it will be 
your own fauk if it does not. ' 

Sir HARRY. 
Faith, ma'am, I Ihould be glad to keep up the 
ball as long as I could. 

' Lady. FLUTTER. 
Indeed, indeed. Sir Harry, I wll never quar- 
rel with you again. 

Sir HARRY. 
Upon your honour. 
•' Lady FLUTTER* 

Upon my honoun. . 

. .Sir HARRY, 

Nor I with you, upon my foul And fhall 

we grow fond of qne anath^r ? - 

Udy FLUTTER, 
Immenfely. 

■' Sir HARRY. 
Agreecl— I'll neyef find fault with any thing 
you do. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Noc I witli any thing you fay. 

\ 5ir Harry/ 

m rieve^ contradict you. 

Lady FLUTTER.. 
Nor I you. 

Sir HARRY. 
Sweet rogue I 

Lady 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE DISCOVERY. 85 

Lady FLUTTER. 
My dear Sir Harry ! - 

[He takes her band and kiffes it^ 
LADY. 
Well now is i)ot this ciiarmiiig ? — ^I congratu- 
late you both on your happinefs, and leave you 
to the enjoyment of it. [Exit Lady Medwof. 
Sir HARRY. 
Duce tdce. me but I ihould think you prodi* 
gious agreeable, if you were ^^ways in good 
humour. 

Lady FLUTTER- 
And, upon my life^ I Ihould think the £une 
of you. 

Sir H A R R Y. 
How came we not to difcovcr this Ibancr ? . 

Lady FULTTER. 
Becaufe we never tried to ftid it out. JLady 
Medway was the firft that told me we might be 
ha^py if we pleafed. 

Sir HARRY. 
Faith then Ihe has more fs^city tha|x my 
Lord; for he was of a contrary opinion, and 
ufed to pity me of all things. 

^ Lady FLUTTER. 
For yrhat ^ 

'/ Sir H A R R Y. 
For being married to you. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Really? 

Sir H A R RY. 
Truth, upon my word. 

Lidy FLUTTER. 
I lee his treachery, [jifide.] Thi^n^ Sir Har- 
ry, I will convince him of his error, by making 
the beft wife in the w6rld, in fpite of him. 
Sir HARRY. 
Charming creature ! I Ihall grow too fond of 
ypu — I won't let you be fo engaging, hufly— 
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Lady FLUTTER. 
Youflialltha' .... ! 

Eater Lord M E D W A Y, wha fim on feeinr 
Sir HARRY. 

v.:.,.. . Sir HARRY. ., 

" Pray, my Lord^ comts in— 4 have a fad com- 
fbant to make to you. This isobitaiQly the 
iooft pcrveife girl J^-'iM-^ 

LORD. 
Oh Sir Harty> thtt is the okd ftory— I won't 
teaut wiiat yoii have toiay. 

Sir H A R R Y. > 

But, my Lord, this is new, a quite fpick and 

foatmcftiritffiur. £he has taken jinrl' a refdbtion! 

LORD. 
'* ' Not to part I h6pe ! 
'A . Sir H A RRY. 

No, no, my Lord, a mwh ftranaer thiM, . 
. tO.'RD.. 
7...Ajtf; wfetwatlm.be.? / 
L-. - .. Sir II A R R Y. 

You will,be amazed when I tell yo u We 

were difouting ibgiit; it when you came in — 
LORD. 
I Ml fbrry, Spr JHarry, to &nd you always in 
(£iputes with your jb^dy. . I ^mO^ frotti ^.heart 
I could comptffe your differences- 
Sir H A R R Y. 
Oh fhe is thc'iVeiy fpiritof Contrad?d:ion> my 
X^rd. 

Eiify FLUTTER* 
' Bepend vpon ft. Sir Hany, I -wiU h«vc my 
(pWA way in 'tM%^ . ■ . . 

L O R D» ^ 
And in every thing elfe. Til be fworn. 

[Jfide t9 Svr Hirry^ 

6 - . - «r«r 
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Sir H A R R Y. 
You muft not, 

Udy FLUTTER, 

LORD. 
That's right. [Mde to Ijidy FhUer.^ Wha; 
is the metier ia d^&atc ? 

Sir H A R R Y. 
Why^ XCij Ii^ord, *tis the oddeft thing vtk the 
ivof Id ; flbe is refolvcd right or wrong in fpiie tjf 
^1 1 can iay — to be very good — ^and nuke ror 
love her whether I wiH or not — Don't yo« dink 
that is monftroufly provoking ?- 

Lady FLUTTER- ' 

And he, my Lord, has taken up as unac- 
countable a defign— of never contradiSing mc 
in any thing-— Is not that as torovoking ? 

Sir H A R R Y. 
, AVt we a couple of fools> roy Loard? 
LORD. 
Why really. Sir Harry,— if Ais could be-^ ' 
I can't fay — 1 am fure I fmcerdy wife to fee you 
both on good terma — and if you have found out 
away — ^with all my heart. 

[Sir Harry and Lady Flutter both burfi mt a- 
laughing. 

LORD, 
I, am glad to foe you (o merry, my yoking 
gentry — I wifli it may laft, that^s allv Sir Harry,. 
1 have a word to fay to you. (Why you are un- 
done, man, tf'once you let her turn matters to 
ridicule. [^^^ to Sir Harry. 

^ Sir H A R R Y. 

Oh my Lordy you are quite miftaken^ all this 
is ferious. [Mde to Lord Medway*, 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Come, I'll h^ve 2u> plotting. 
LORD. 
•« .PoJn, poh, (he wiU get the better of j^^^i^ I fee 
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— [Jfide So Sir Harry.] Let me Ipeak to her— :? 
Lady Flutter ! [yidvantts taivards heri 

Lady FLUTTER. 
The tables arc turned, my Lord ; Til whiter 
with no-body but Sir Harry. 
LORD. 
But two words — ^When (hall we meet .? [Afi(k. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Never— ^[yi^^^ to Lord Midway."] Sir Harry, 
now that you intend to be very fond of me, I 
defire that you will grow a little jealous, and 
tell my Lord that he muft not come into my 
drcfling-room in a morning; 

Sir HARRY. 
Faith, my Lord, that's true, I begin not to 
reliih the Spartan fcheme as well as 1 did. 
LORD. 
Mighty fine ! this is an extraordinary imeta- 
morphofis, if it holds-— but of that I own I have 
fome doubt. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
You need not fear, m^ Lord — ^We have yout 
good wi(hes that it fhould, I know. 
LORD. 
That's home. [AJide. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Come, Sir Harry^ I want to go to an audtion 
this morning ; will you be fo good as %o give 
me your company ? 

Sir, HARRY. 

With all' my heart, my dear, Pll attend you j 

and fee here I received all this to-day ! [Takes 

out afurfe^ which Jbe fnatcbes from him."] Oh you 

little plunderer ! give me a kifs for it — Pll have 

another 

.Lady FLUTTER. 
Go, you extortioner — aay^ day, my Lord. 

[fbey go out romping together. 
LORD 
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What can be the meaning of 4II this? damned 
little coquet — So much art at her years !— or is 
it; .owing tcf my life's iaterj^jofiticm ? Yet flie 
hnpyf ftotof my. defign — ^Any way I am afliamed 
to be baffled fo ridic^loufly-^-And that puppy. 
Sir Harry too--~ 

Enfer SE Rt A N T. 

S E R V A N T.. 
Sir Anthony Branville*s come to wait on yout 



LORD. 

Shew him info my ftudy— Here's another 
fool that don't know his own mind ; but TU fix 
him one way pr other if I can. 

Sjcene changes t'oLordMedwafsJludy. 

Enter Sir ANTHONY and Lord MEDWAY; 
meeting, 

LORD. 

Sir Anthony, I am glad to fee you j I was 
really in great pain for you yefterday, when I 
was ^liged to leave you in the magic circle of 
Mrs Knightly's charms -, I wilh you joy of youf 
cfcape. 

Sir ANTHONY. 

My Lord^ I humbly thank you \. *tis i felicity 
to me I acknawlege 5 for, my Lord, there nevef^ 
was fioch a Syren, fuch a Circe ! Sylla and 
Charybdis (of whom w^ read in fable) were 
harmlefs innocents- to herj but. Heaven bei 
praifed, I am my own man again ; and now, my 
Lordj- I am come, agreeably to the intimation 
I. gave you before, to make a moft rdpetftful 
• ' N offering 
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offering of my heart, to the truly defervjfig^j^ui 
fair Lady, Louifar. 

LORD, 
Sir Anthony, I have alreaciy t<ddyc»i;I{haff 
be proud of your alliance, and n>y daughter I 

xQoke no doubt is fenlible of your worth ! • 

Therefore, Sir Anthony, the fliortcr we malle 
the wooing-^womcn arc flippcry things— you 
underftand«e! 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Your Lordfhip's infinuatbn, though deroga- 
toty to the honour of the fiu^-fex, (which I very, 
greatly reverence) has^ I am^apprchenfivie, a lit* 
tie too much veracity in it. / have found it fo 
to my coft •, for would you believe it„ mY Lord, 
this cruel woman (Mrs. Knightly, I mean^ beg- 
ging her pardon for the epithet) is the eighth 
lady to whom I have noade fuicere, humble> 
and paflionate love, within the (pace of thefc 
1^ thirteen years. ^ 

LORD. 
You furprize me, Sir Anthony ; is it poffible 
that a gentleman of your figure and accompliih- 
ments could be rejefted by fo many?- 
Sr ANTHONY. 
I d«x not pofitively affirm, my Lord, that I 
was rejedted by them 0ll\ no, my Lord, that 
would have been a feverity not to be furvived-^ 
LORD. 
How was it then ? , • 

Sir A N T H O N Y. 
Blemiihes, my Lord, foibles^ imperfedtions ift 
the fair ones,, which obliged me (thoi^h reluc- 
tantly) to withdraw my heart. 
LORD. 
Ho ho, why then the fault was ypur's JSiit Ant 
thony, not theirs. .. 
- . . Sir 
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Sir ANTHO-KV; 
I deny th»v my Lord, with 4aic fiibmiflion to 
your better judgment, it was their faulty for the 
truth is I never could get any of them to be fe- 
rious. There is a levity, my Lord, a kind of 
^ 1 may fo call it) inftability, which runs 
thro' the gentler fex (whom ncverthelefs I ad- 
mire) which . I aflure you has thus long deter- 
red me from wedlock. 

LORD. 
^ Thea, 5ir. Anthony, I fiiidyou have J)cen pe- 
cufiarly unfortunate in the ladies wliom you have 
addreffed. 
"-'•":' ' -Sir ANTHOT^rt. 

^^bpremely fo, my Lord-, for notwithftahd- 
ni^ that they all received my devoirs moft in- 
dulgently, yet I do not know how it was, in tha 
long run they either abfolutely refufed making 
me happy, or elfe were fo extremely unguarded 
ig their conduct, even before iny face, that I 
thovght I could not confiftently with honour^ 
confer the title of Lady Branvillc on anyone of 
them. 

LORD, 
: Your lot has been a little hard I muft confefs. 
I hope however tbat honour has been referved 
by fate for my daughter. ' She is your ninth 
miflxcfsj Sir.jAnthony, and that you know is a 
propitious number. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
My Lord^ I take the liberty of hoping fo too ; 
and that flie is deftined to recompence me, for 
the difappointments and indi'gnities I have re- 
ceived, from the reft of woman kind. 

LORD. 
. "Why then, Sir Anthopy^ I fuppofe I may 
flow prefent you to her in the charafterofa 
i£)ver. .' - • 

' N z Sir 
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3ir ANTHONY. 
f My Lord>, J,p^mfor,tha,thjippinc(s. 

., .; ;,];.. 0:RP._ 
. rU ca|l 'her Sir Aathony-J . 

. * * Sir; ANTHONY. 
'' . As your Lordfhip ple^fcs-r-but;,;. my Xior49 
this widow Knightly.-^ . . , 

"' Was there eV^r fuch aphlegmadc blockhead ( 
(afide) what of her. Sir Anthony ? 

. Sir A N T H O N y, , . 
\ " i owh I loved her better than any of her pre- 
^ecelfors in niy heart—Matters indeed had gpnc 
farther between, us,, for my- Lord (not to in- 
jure a lady's reputation) 1 . muft tell you a fc- 
cij^t- — r-I hay^ more than once preflfcd J^Clf 
^'^bd withtKefe'llps^ , . '*' 

':\ I. OR Dv ; .: 

Really t • . 

.'SiVA'NT.HbNY, ;. . ■ 

^ Taftatpon mf^ veracity ; 1 hpp<t your l,or<J- 
fhip don't thinl^jrie'Tain: and as'lhe. had in- 
diilged me fuch 'lengths, couldl be Cenllired for 
raifmg my wifhes to the poflfcflion of this beauty ? 
. . yo Jt D. - . - 

By no mea/is. Sir Antjiony ; but tlien hef ill 
behaviour to you— *^ 
- -i •• • Sir- AN-THO'NY. ;• . 
« Oh, my Lord, it has blotted, a^ as I may 
fay totally erafed her image from my hreaft- « 

lord/ 

• Well, Sir, PU bring my daughter to you, 
whofe' image \ hope will fupply her*s in youi^ 
breaft, {Exit. 

Sir ANTHONY fSbJusO . * 

I hope this tejider fair one wiU not be too eafi- 
ly won — that would debafe the dignity of the 
pafllon, and deprive me of many delightftil houra 

• Ojf 
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of languifhment — ^There was a time when a lov- 
er was allowed the pleafure of importuning his 
mtftrefs, but our modem beauties will fcarcti 
permit a man that fatisfadkion. Pray heaven my 
intended bride may not be one of thofe— If it 
fliould prove fo — I tremble for the confequqnces ; 
— ^btit flie comes, the condcfccnding nymph 
approaches. 

JE«/^ LOUISA led in hy LcrdMEDWAY. 

LORD. 
. Louifa, you are no (Iranger %q Sir Anthony 
Branville's meriL 

'Sir ANTHON.y. 
Oh my Lord, lio^ving' low.j 

L O R p. 
That he is a gentleman of family a^d fortune, 
of moll unblemifhed honour, and very uncon^* 
mon endowments, 

Sir ANTHONY 
Oh, my good Lord, ordinary, flight aqcom- 
plilhments. 

LORD, 
. You are therefore to think yourfelf happy ii\. 
being his choice preferably to any other lady, 
And now. Sir Anthony, HI leave you- to pur-. 
fae your good fortune. [Exit LordMedway^ 

LOUISA, 
Sir, wonf t, you* pleafc to fit ? 

. Sir ANTHONY,. 
^ Mils Medway, madam^^havii^g obtained my 
Lord your father's permiffion, I humbly pre- 
fume to approach you in the delightful hope, 
that after having convinced you of the excefs of 
my love — 

LOUISA. 
I hope. Sir Anthony, you will allow me 2^ 
rcafonable time for this convi<5tion ! 

3iF 
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Sir A N T H O N Y. 

Madam^ I fhould hold myfelf utterly aban- 
doned if I were capable at the firft onfet (not- 
withftanding what-pajOTes here) of urging a lady 
on fo nice a pouK, . . ' 

LOUISA; 

I thafik you, Sirj but I .could ^xpeft. no leis. 
From a gentleman whom all t^e world allows tQ 
b^ the ,very pattern pf decorum. 
••' ^' -Sir ANTHONY. ' '" 

'Tis a charadler, madam, that I have always 
been ambitioiis* ofJupporti'ng/ whatever ft rug- 
gles it may coft me. from my natural fervor ; fof 
let ipe tell you,'' hiadam, z beautiful objeft 
is a dangerous energy to decorum. 

LOU IS A. ^: ^ . 

^ But your great prudence. Sir Anthony, leaves 
nie no room tofufpeft — * ' 

Sir ANTHONY. 

I am obliged to call it to my aid I do affurc 
you, rrtadam *; fbr fpite- of the fu^geftions of* paf- 
fion, I by no means approve; of thofe rafh aria 
impetuous lovers, who, without regard to the 
deli&icy of the lady, "would, (having obtained 
confent) as it were rufli atoncc"ii>to her arm39 
you^lf pardon me, . madam, for fo, grofly ep 
prefling my idea. 

L O U I S A., 

Oh, Sir Anthony, I am charmed with your 
notions, fo refined ! fo generous ! and I muft 
Jidd (though it may appear vain) fo correlpon* 
dent with my own. ^ 

Sir ANTHONY. 

Madam, I am tranfported to hear you fay lb 1 
I am at this rninute in an abfolute cxtacy ! Will 
you permit me, dear madam, the ravifhing.fa-^ 
lisfaftion of throwing myfelf at your feet > 

4 LOUISA, 
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LOUISA. 
' By no means. Sir Anthony • I covld not bear - 
XX} fee a gentleman of your dignity in (o humble 
a pofture ; I will fupjpofe it done if you pleafe/ 
Sir ANTHONr. ... 

I proftrate my&lf in imagination;, I afTureyou. 
madam. 

LOUISA. 
.Now, Sir Anthony, as you fee my papa is inw 
patient for the honour of being related to you, 
and that I am bound to an implicit obedience^. 
I am afraid unlefs your prudence interpofes, that 
we Ihall both be hurri^ into wedlock* with % 
precipitancy very inconfiftent with propriety. 

Sir ANTHONY. ^ ] 

I declare, madam, I am of your ladylhip's, 

opinion, and ani almoft apprehcnfivc of the 

fame thing. 

LOUIS A. / 
How is this to be avoided. Sir ? 
Sir ANTHONY. 
Be affured, madam, I too well know what is. 
due to virgin modefty, to proceed with that ra- 
pidity, which my Lord (with whom I have not 
the honour of agreeing in this particular) feem- 
cth to recommend. 

LOUISA. 
, Yqu are very kind. Sir Anthony. 
Sir ANTHONY. 
Oh, madam, I ihould pay but an ill compli- 
ment to your tranfcending merit, if I did not 
think it worth fighing for a confiderable time, 
longer, I alTure you. 

LOUISA. 
, that's very noble in you, Sir Anthony— So 
paifionate ! and yet fo nice ■ ■ if all lovers were 
kw liki5 you! 

•' • . Sir 
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Sir ANTHONY. 
- . The world I \H1| prefuine to fay would be the 
better, madam^-^but then I hppe your rigours 
will «ot extend too far, my dear lady----, a few 
months or fo — ^longer than diat I Ihould be very 
near tempted jx> call cruel, I can tell yoUk. 
LOUISA. 
As .my paflionate lover feenis fo well dilpofed 
to waiti I ^ay chance to efcape him. [^i&.] 
Your extraordinary merit. Sir Anthony, wMI' 
undoubtedly fhorten your time of probatien— * 
Mean while as I hinted to you 4>efb^, that my 
papa is rather in hafte to call you %xiy I wo\dd 
not have him imagine that / give any delay to 
thi» union. He may call my duty in queftion, 
which he expeAs ftiould keep pace with his own 
wifhcs — ^you apprehend me, oir ? 
Sir; ANTHONY, 
Perfeftly, my dear madam, and if I may pre- 
fume to interpret what you have fo charmingly 
infinuated to myapprehenfion,you would have me 
juft hint to my Lord, that you are not quite averfe 
to honouring me with your fair hand. 
LOUISA. 
That I am ready to do fo, if you pleafe, Srr 
Anthony. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Very good, but at the fame time I fliall give 
him to underftand that I am not as yet intitled 
to receive that very great happinefs. 
LOUISA. 
To that purpofc. Sir, for I would pot hav^ 
this neceflary delay appear to be of my chufing. 
Sir ANTHONY: 
Yoii little know, madam, the violence I da 
myfelf to reprels the ardor of my flames*, but 
patience is a prime virtue in a lover, and Scipie^ 

him- 
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himfelf never praftiftd felf denial with more 
feiccefs dian I hxvst done. ' -* ^ 

LOUISA, " "' 

I rely intirely on your difcretion. Sir Ant|io- 
ny, to manage this afiair with my papa. - ^ 

Sir A NTH ON Y- 
. Ohj madam, I IhalJ convince my Lord, that 
it is from very fublime motives I fubmit to 
poftpone my felicity^ , . * ' • ''" 

' . . LQUISA.. ^' 

, I am much obliged to you. Sir Anthony, fw 
thisgcncrousproof oJf your paffionate regard XiOf 
me. .. 

Sir ANtH-ONY. 

You'll find, madam, / do not love at the or- 
limary rate — but I muft not indulge myfelf too 
long on the tender fubjed. I doubt it is not 
fafe. 

LOUISA. (Rifing.) 

Sir, I won^t detain you. 

Sir A N T H O N Y. 

I muft abfolutely tear myfelf from you, ma- 
dam, for gazing on fo many charms I may grow 
unmindful of the danger* 

LOUISA. 
Sir, I vill Ao Jdngeir trefpafe on yovt&mc. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
I muft fly, madam, left I fhould be tempt- 
ed to tranfgrefs thofe rigid bounds I have pre- 
fcribed to myfelf. 

LOUISA. 
Sir — ^ybu have my confent to retire, 

Sir ANTHONY. 
I am fo overpowered with tranfport, madam, 

that 1 hold it necefTary to withdraw. 

LOUISA. • 
'Tis the beft way. Sir. 

O Sir 
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Sir ANTHONY. 
Dear madam, vouchfafc t>nc gracious Imite 
to your adorer. 

LOUISA. . 

Sir Apthony^ your humble fcrvant. 

[Smiles and Curtjies. 

Sir ANTHONY. 

. Madam, your moft devoted — oh dawning of 

ccft'atic biifs ! {Exit. 

LOUISA. 

Ha, ha, ha, I think I niay i)ow -go, Jind 

▼ciy Tafeiy affure my papa, that I am ready tp 

take my adorer whenever he pleafcs — this is foir^ 

tunatc beyond my hopes. l.?'^: 



End of the THIRD ACT. 
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ACT iv; 

SCENE J. J Study, 
lord MED WAY alone^ reading; 

Lord. 

THE RE's nothing good or ill but by cofti-* 
parifon-^Confound your dry maxims, y/hiit 
are they good for ? (He throws ajvay the book.) 
Yet there is fome truth ia that toto.7— Y^fterday 
I thought myfelf an unhappy man — byt what anx 
I this morning ? So much ^orfe,, that when I 
compare the two conditions^ I now think I was 

happy yefterday, My affairs ar^ in a hopeful 

condition truly ! Ruindd in my fortune, jilted by 
my miftrefs, difobeycd by my fon, infulted by 
my wife's fuperipr worth ; and laft night (thanks- 
to my dear indulgerit ftars !) to fum up all, I 
was forced to pawn the only ftakc I had left, my 
honour y which when I Ihall redeent, heaveri 
know^. All is riow loft -, and if my fon con- 
tinues obftiriately td refufe this match, I am ir-, 
retf ievably undone— What can thefe chits want ? 

gnter Sir HARRY and Lady FLUTTER;; 
arm in arm. 

Srr H A R R Y. 

My Lord, I am in the grejr;:cft ftirptizc in th« 
world! ^ 

LORD. 
At wh^t. Sir Harry ? * 

Sir HARRY. 
At fomething my wiit hcre^^s told q^I 

Lojt;p. 
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LORD. 

Sure fhe has mot blal?bedj [J/idi.] What h 
k? 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Something of your iLon^iip, I can tell you. 

Ofm^ ma'am 1 I hope I have done nothing, 

ma*am, that that deferves cenfure. 

Sir HARRY. 
Egad, my Lord, you have tho', aitd very fe-^ 
vcre cenfure toa 

•LORD. ♦ 

Sir Harry,. ! am ready to anfwer any charge* 
againft me. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
Hay hz^ ha,, neither Sir Harry nor I come to^ 
chaUenge you, my Lord. 

Sir HARRY. 
Ha, ha, ha, fdtkmy Lordlooks^as grave as. 
if he were afifadd gf it tho*. ■ 

LORD. 
. Jfraid q£ 'h^ Sir Harry! pray change that 
word for abetter. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
I vow, myLord, you look as if you had a mind? 
to beat us both— — doesn*t he, Sir Harry ? 
LORD. 
Sir HarxY,«I have really fome ferious bufinefs 
0n'ffly*h^rtds; and (hould be glad if you would? 
difpatch what you-hav€ to fay. 

Sir HARRY. 

^ What ;/ have to fay^ my Lord, why all the 

world liave'it to fay, as well as /. * ' 

L O R D. 

What is it, pry'thee ? 

Sir HARRY. 
Wtiy, that jfou are going ta force Mifs Med- 
way to marry an old kcro in^tapeftry hanging. 

^ - * LORD. 
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LORD. 
- Is that all! - - - - 

Sir HARRY, 
All! and enough too, in confcience, I think -, 
tvhy what the duce, my Lord, it is the jcft of the 
^town already. Lady Flutter and I have y^^ laugh- 
ed at the thoughts of it this morning. We call 
Him the Knight of the inflexible countenance^ 
[Here Sir Harry and Lady Flutter burjl out a-laugb-^ 
im.'] . . - ' 

LORD. 
Oh ! I am mighty glad' to fee you fo much of 
one mind. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
My Lord, as we are intirely indebted to your 
good offices for that union, I am fore it muft 
give you pleafore^ 

Sir HARRY. 
Sarcaflical §ipfey ! but oonae, we wbii-'t ban-r 
ter his Lordfhip about it ; he meant us well, I 
believe, tho* he was a little out in his politics — ^ 
for faith, my Lord, I think fhe is much the bet- 
ter fince I have given her her owi) way. 
LORD. 

I am glad of it. Sir- Have you any thing. 

farther to offer? 

Lady FLU.TTER. 
Nothing, but our good advice, my Lord ; as 
we have received fo much from you, I think we* 
owe you fome in return; and, I am fure, if you 
would take w;W, you wouki not think of my 
unde for a Ibn-in-lawv 

Sir. HARRY- 
Oh fy, fy 1 ridiculous to the laft degree. 

.Lady FLUTTER. 
Pofitively, my Lord, I won*t give confent. 
LORD. 
' 1 fuppofe your uncle's at age, ma*am. - 
^ • 6 •' Lady 
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Lady FLUTTER. 
Oh la! he has been that thefe hundre<i 
years. 

LORD. 

Why then cxcufe me, I am not at prefent 

in a humour to trifle; 

Lady .FLUTTER. 
Butfc^^ ar^y my Lordj an*t we, Sir Harry ? 

Sir HARRY. 
Oh eternally, my dear. 

LOR D. 

Be fo good, then, as to enjoy it without my 
participation — ^I am really bufy. 

L% FLUTTER, 
Comct Sir Harry. He*s fo ^lehetic, tfeere is 
no bearing hini. Let's go and laugh by our-; 
felves. 

Sir HARRY. 
Oh thciti's nd pleafure like it ! 

Lady FLUTTER. 
My Lord could tdl us of others, I vO'arrant ; 
well, don't look fo cfofs; We'll dance at tht 
Wedding, if it muft be i fnatch*. 
Sir H A R R V. 
I dare fay your unci? will have joufts and[ tour-^ 
naments -, riUeam to handle a target, mjr Lord, 
againft the time. 

Lady FLUTTER. 
My Lord don't think us worthy of an anfwer,r 
fo We will leave him to his wife refleftions. 

[Exeunt laughing. 
LORD. 
A couple of impcrtincnts. — He alarmed me 
at firft, but I find tfie is too cunning to tell him 
all. • 

Enier Colonel MED WAY. 

COLONEL. 
I met .Sir Antjbony juft going to my lifter, my 

Lord •, 
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i^ord ; I fuppofe matters are in a favourable 
tram between them. 

LORD. 
Jit is fuch an out-of-the-way fellow, there is 
no knowing what to make of him ; h^ has b«en 
with me and quite tired me with his romantig 
abfurdity -, but 1 think it will be a match" Your 
lifter has at laft condefcended to ^cept pf him 
for a hufband, 

COLONEL. 
I am glad of it, my Lord, fincc it was a tjxing 
you wifhed. 

LORD, 
I thank you, fon. 

COLO N E L. 
Something has ruffled you, my Lord. 
LORD. 
' I have an afikir, Geprgc, that lies heavy on 
my fpirits — Tis in your power, and I think-^t 
hope, at leaft — in your inclination, to extricate 
me from the greateft difficulty in which 1 was 
ever yet involved. 

COLONEL. 
My Lord, you know you may commaftd me; 
I am ready to hazard my lift for youf fetviqe^ if 
it be any thing of that nature. 
LORD. 
No, no, no ; I am not fo old, Medway, as tp 
recjuirc the affiftance of your fword.-— ^You 
piiftake my meaning quite. 

^ C OLD N E L. 
You feem moved, my Lord, — [LcrdMedway 
Wtf/^j a^wf]— pray explain yourfclf. 

Faith, ipn, I am almoft afhamed to tell you 
the diftrefs I have brought both upon myfclf and 
you. 

COLONEL. 

P^ar, my Lord, don't think of me in the cafc^ 
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>• _ .. L O R D. ^ 

Laftmight, Gebrge, I loft two thoufand poundfa, 
which I was obliged ta pay this morning, and 
my Jboaour ifr engaged for alrooft ^s much- nKrfe. 

C O L O N EL, , . 

. My Lord, I thought you had determined ne- 
ver to venture on fuch deep play again. 
• ; •/ LORD. 

' Ihadfb; but fomething happened ycfterday 
that vexed and difconcejted ipq^ and I went to- 
the old fetj juft to.amule myietf for an hour j 
4ut I don't know how it was — ^they drew me 
in for half the night/ . . 

COLONEL.,. .' r 
My Lord, I an> exceedingly Qoncerned j but 
what caasT do now ? . • 

LORD. 
.yy Wiiy>; ttyeFcTs the point— L am very loth- to 
leviVe a JTalged:, that I know is difagreeable ta 
you ;...tiut^yoixfee towi^at diftrefs I aa> driven^-^* 
%^vt li'hxkt oae way left.— You remember what 
we'talKedof yefterday ; if my curft Hi ibrtunj^ 
had not purfuedtnc laft- night, I, thought never 
tja4ww^4aadnfeiQ»ediif'ti>you ag^in^v f ♦. 
^p;^ V . , COi ONE L. ", _ 
*' My Lord, I flattqred rpyfelf you never would- 

to R D. ^ ^ ' 
^ .l|hQught*I-ihoii^4 notliive ocp^oo... I had 

prulhed alFmy hopes at oijce, , . . J, -.J 

COLON Eiv.; ;" \ 

.. la ii -nctprai^^icatjlej my Lprd, Jt94^vifpfeme 
other ' way ?—*i^ ..^ , . 

'LORD- ' "'- ' • ' 
p Ohtmpoifihlf I lam ovcrwhelmeciwitlr debts, 
knd: worried like d llag at bay ; but with regard 
to this' laff, for which my honour's pawned^l 
muft be fpeedy in the m^ans qf payment. 

' * ' ♦ • C 0-* 
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COLONEL. 
Indeed, my Lord, I am exceedingly Ihock'd 
dt what you tell n)e. 

LORD. 
And is that all I am tb expeft from you ? 
Look y^, Medway, it does not become a father 
to entreat a fon -, neither is it fuitable to your 
age, or .the character you bear in life, to be 
threatened, like a fniv'Kng girl, with parental 
authority \ mine is impotent^ for I have nothing 
left to beftow • but as you would wifh to prof-. 
per hereafter*, fave your father from difgface, 
your mother (a good one Ihe has beeii to you) 
from penury. 

COLONEL. 
My Lord, Lcall Heaven to witnefs I would 
give up. my life to preferve you both ; but you 
require what is infinitely more precious ! 

LORD. - 

Oh fy ! fy upon it ! how like a woman this 
is! — ^Your lifter, a romantic girl, could do no 
more than footh me witlr fine fpeeches ; I ex- 
pe6ted a more fubftantial proof of filial love froni 
you. 

- COLONEL. 

My Lordj you wound me deeply by fuch a 
cruel charge. What have I not already done to 
fhew my diity, or, what with me was much 
ftronger, my love for you, my LoVd .? Have t ' 
not given up my birth^right ? put it wholly in 
your power td alienate for ever, if yoii plcafe^ 
my family inheritance, and le^ve me a beggar ^ 
Is not this a fubftantial proof? MyLOrd, I beg 
yoi3nr pardon j but you have wrung my very 
heart. 

N LORD. 

And you have wrung n>ine-^-^for, -Medway, 
*-with equal grief and Ihame I fpeak it, I have 

P made 
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made you a beggar -, I have mortgaged the lagffe 
foot of land I was poiTeffed of in the world, and 
the only profpeft I had of redeeming it, was by 
this lady*s fortune j that would have recovered 
all, and reftored you to the eftate of your an-- 
ceftors. I thought a boyilh paffion might have 
been overcome,, wheft fuch important motives 
for it were united, as your own iritcreft> and the 
honour of your family. 

C9LONEL. 

As for my own intercft, my. Lord, .it is but a. 
feather in the fcale i and for the reft, I think 
my own honour (which you yourfelf taught me* 
to prize) is more concerned in this event, thatt 
that of my family can, poflibly be. 
LORD. 

You told me\you were not engaged by pro- 
mife to the lady. 

COLONEL, 

I am not,, my Lord •, but arc there no ties but 
what the law can vindicate ? Oh my Lord, you 
forget the lefforis you have given me on. athec 
occafions ! 

LORD. ' 

Well, well — lacknowlege thejiiftnefs of your:' 
reprojich ; but it comes like a bearded arrow 
from a child's lips — But I. have done — I give up 
the caufe — Had this affair, on which I had iet 
my heart, Tucceeded, I Ihould perhaps* have 
been happier than I defire to be.— I had thi^ 

morning been laying down a plan* but xia 

matter, it is all over — I am forry your mother 
Ihould be a fufferer with me — I have nQt been? . 
the kindeft hufband — but I did intend, after*' I. 
had feen you and my daughter fettled, to havc-- 
retired into the country on a moderate annuity v. 
and there, Medway> I might perhaps have led a 

. very 
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i^ry different life from what you have beeaufed 
to fee-, butlmuft ftruggle with ill fortune as 
well as I can— You h^ve beei^ a worthv fon,' I 
^cknowlege jit — ^You have dpne enough — You 
fliall not charge me with making you miferable 
for life^ 

C O L O ISTE L. 
Oh, my Lord, I wilh you had kept up your 
refentment-, I cannot bear to hear you talk io 
fhis ftrain. 

LORD, 
Why not, maa ? 'tis nothing but the truth, 

. COLONEL, 
My Lord, I woujd do. any thing to prevent—^: 

LORD. 
What ? Speak, George. ' 

COLONEL- 
I can't, my Lord, 

LORD. 
A father's rviin, you would fay — I know th^ 
tendernefs of your nature, Medway, and there- 
fore I will not urge you 5 your father is not 
fuch ^ tyrant % I h^ve always confidercd you as 
piy friend. ^ 

COLONEL 
My Lord, to deferve th^t title ftill, I muft 
not fee you unhappy. 

LORD. 
Why ^///-ingly, I think you would not — nor 
would I make you fo for the world — I have al- 
ready hurt you but too much. I will not wrong 
you every way. / deferve the ruin I have- 
brought upon myfelf, and am- content to fmfe 
ynder it. 

COLONEL. 
My Lord, that muft not be while I have 
pQv^rer to hejp it. 

P 2 LORD. 
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LORD.' 

I cannot .ifk it, Ion. 

COLONEL. 
ril give up all-r-^even my lovc^ to favc you, 

LORD. ^ 

•You cannot mean it fure ! 

COLONEL, 
ril do as you would have me. , 
LORD. 
. What ! marry Mrs. Knightly ? . 

COLONEL. . 

I will, my Lord. 

LORD. 

Gave me your hand Oh, George, what a 

ti:iumph is yours ! — ^You make me amamed. 

[Breaks awcrf. 
COLONEL. 
My Lord, fince your affairs are urgent,'! will 
' not truft to the wavering of my own heart ; I will 
vifit her this morning -, Ijut it will be proper firft 
to apprize poor Mifs Richly of this fudden 
change. ' * ' 

LORD. 
By all means ; but take my advice, Medway, 
and do not truft yourfelf to fee her. Write 
what you have to fay, for fighs and tears are 
infectious things. But all I hope will foon blow 
over; and when you are married, you may then 
-have it in your power to make her amends for 
the fortune Ihe has loft. 

'COLONEL. 
My Lord, I dare not permit myfelf to think 
upon the fubjeft — ^I will take your advice, and 
write to her whilft my refolution's warm. 
LORD. 
Do fo then-, mean while V\\ prepare Mrs. 
Knightly (as we know each other's mind on the 
occafion) to receive you in a character in which 

I am 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE DISCOVERY. 109 

J am fure (he longs to receive you ; biit, my 

dear Medway, affume a chearful air when you 

vifit her, that look would throw a damp on all, 

COLONEL. 

Y\\ do my befl, .my Lord, to difguife both 
my countenance and my heart. [Exit. 

- LORD. 

Worthy creature ! it almofl goes againft me 
to let him complete this match. Yet what other 
refourcp have I left ? I hope this lady ipay make 
him happier than he expefts — But I muft haftp 
and write to her direftly, to requeft that as a ' 
favour, which I ^m fure fhe will think her great- 
eft happinefs. [Exitf 

Scene changes to Mrs. Knightlfs.houfe, 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY, asjuji coming in^ giving 
■ her capuchin^ &c. to her Maid. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Has any one been here fmce I went out ? 
MAID. 
. No, madam. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Nor any letter or meffage ? 
•MAID. 
Not that I know of, madam. 

Mrs. KNIGH/TLY. 
Go and fend Mifs Richly to me. [£Jr/V Maid.^ 
What a mortifying fituation- am I in ! to have 
piade advances to a man, who, kiftead of ftep- 
ping farward to receive them, Ihrinks back— 
My Lord Medway I know would gladly pro- 
piote a union between his fon and me. The 
backwardnefs on his fide then, can proceed from 
no oth^r caufe, but a pre-engagemeAt of his 
]>eart, Yet that may be got over 5 but if (as I 

> 2 fear) 
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fear) my fifter lovtes him, I muft not come , tcj 
any explanation with her •, for whilft I feem ig^ 
norant of it, I am not obhged to compliment 

her at the expence of my own quiet 1 begin 

CO wifli her out of my fight. 

Enter Mifs RICHLY. 

Have you done the work I left with you, Clara J 
Mifs RICHLY. 

I did not imagine you had given it to me as a 
taflc, fifter — I have done nothing to it yet. 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. \ , 

I cannot conceive what you have got into that 
head of yours, child 5 for of late you never do 
any thing that I'defire — 1 think 1 never faw fq 
ftrange an alteration, 

Mifs RICHLY. 

Excufe me, fitter, the alteration is in you. 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Oh your fefvant, ma'am, you have learnt to 
contradidt toorr-but it would become you, Cla^ 
ra, to remember I am your elder fifter •, and tho^ 
there is no great difference irt our years, yet I 
think the ftate you ar^ in Ihould te^ch you ^ 
little more refpeft to me. 

Mifs RICHLY,. 

Indeed, fifter, I do not want to be hourly re^ 
minded of that -, I am fufficiently humbled al-r 
ircadv. 

- * : Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Upon my word, Clara, I believe you will fin(} 
humility the moft ufefui virtue you can padtifc; 
and that you may have a better opportunity of 
doing fo, I have thought of placing you in a 
fober retired family in the country j and who 
knows but you may captivate fome rural fquire, 
and then you may live according to your ow« 
t^« you know. • 
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Mifs RICHLY.. 
I'll tell her at once to punifti her for her cru- 
elty. [/IJide.'] Perhaps, fifter, I may have it in 
my power to do fo without captivating a rural 

•fquire 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

I am glad to. hear it •, but we won't talk of 

your vifionary fchemes at prefent. (I won't let 

her explain herfelf. [JJide. 

Mifs RICHLY. 

There is a gentleman, fifter 

Mrsv KNIGHTLY. 
' Well, well, keep him to yourfelf ; I'll hear 
none of your love-fecrets. 

Enier a Servant, and delivers a note to Mrs. 
Knightly. 

SERVANT. 

From my Lord Medway, madam ; the fenrint 
waits for an anfwer. 

Mifs RICHLY. 
Lord Medway ! what can this mean ? [^Aftde. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
My compliments to his Lordftiip, and fhall 
be glad of the Colonel's company. [^Exit ServtJ] 
You were going to fay fomething. of a g^;7tle- 
man, Clara, ha, ha, pray who is the gentleman ?, 
But before you tell me your fecret. Til intitle 
myfelf to the favour by making yonnjy confi- 
dant. I have made a conqucft you muft know, 
of which this billet informs me.' 
Mifs RICHLY. 
A conqueft, fifter ! I thought this note had 
come from Lord Medway: 

Mrs. K N i G H.T L Y. 
Why fo it does, and the conqueft is, though 
not of L^rd Medway, yet of one who 1 hope 
'wiU be Lord Medway— 4*11 read you the Aote, > • 

-^ Madam, 



Digitized by 



Google 



112 tHEl DISCO Vt:RY. 

' Madam, 
. * 'Tis fbmetimes as great a fault to be tod 
« modeft as too bold ; iriy fon is charmed with 

* you, yet durft not tell you fo. I told him that 

* /.would, and even went fo far as to promi(b 
' him a favourable reception. You fee, madam, 

* my credit as a man of fagacity is at flake on 

* this occalion, and I am fure you have too 

* much goodnefs to let me forfeit it. I flatter 

* myfelf you will allow Colonel Medway the ho- 

* nour of killing your hand. He will wait on 

* you^in half an hour if you do not forbid him, 

* I am, Madam, &c. 

' Medway. 
P. S. ^I hope you will be alone.' 

What do you fay to this, Clara ! Is your lover 
as pretty a fellow as Colonel Medway ? 

Mifs RICHLY. : 

Oh, fifter, this is too much ! but X give you 

joy- 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

What's the matter, child ! Why furely, my 
dear Clara, thou couldft not have any- defign, 
upon the Colonel! Could you fuppofe that a 
man of family like him would marry without a 
fortune to fupport his. rank and tide ? 

Mifs RICHLY. 
. I am fatisfied I was miftaken, madam, and 
Ihall now be obliged to you if you will fend me, 
into the country direftly. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Why really, my dear, I think you judge right. 
I am forry you have been fo imprudent as to 
luffer any little gallantries, with which the Colo- 
riel might have treated you, to take a ferious 
hold on you •, but fince it has happened fo un-- 
lugkilyt, I own 1 think it will b€ rather aukward 

for 
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for you to be in the houfe on the occafion •, for, 
to tell you the truth, I intend to riiarry him. , 
Mifs. RigHLY. 
Then, lifter, I will^ if you pleafe, retire for 
the prcfent, to the houfe of my friend who 
brought me up^ till yoii are at leifure to" difpofe 
of me otherwife, 

Mrs. ItNIGrtTLY. 
' You are perfectly right, nly dear ; 1 am pleaf-' 
ed at this mark of yoUi^ difcretion— We dori*t 
part in anger, Clara j I fhall always be your fin- 
cere friendi I affure you. 

Mifs R I C H L Y. 
I hope (Oi After — I willjuft go and gJvfc a few 
dire<5tions to the fefvant, arid then come to take 
my leave of you. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
You will not then be long in giving your or- 
ders, for 1 fuppofc you would not ^hufe to meet 
the Colonel here. Belides, you find, he defires 
to fee me alone! 

Mifs R I C H L Y; 
I fliall not interrupt you'. fExitJ 

Mrs, KNIGH-TLY. • 
Poor Glaira ! I pity you, and am fotry to build 
ftiy happinefs on the ruin of yoiirs*-, but FU maki3^ 
you amends. I fee fhe loves, but 'tis plain fli'd 
is not beloved. Perhaps 'tis really as I faid, and 
he has won-her afifeftions by a few eomplimentsi 
meant only in gaiete de coeur. 1 hopfe thatmafy 
be the cafe i for, notwithftanding my tendernefe 
for him, I have delicacy enough to be xsinhstppYi 
if i diid riot wholly poflefs his hearty. 

Enter Maidy and gives Mn^ lightly a Utter. 

Why this is for my fifter ! . . - • 

MAID. 

Madam, you ordered they {hoiild all be , 

fcrpught to you. [f^V Maid, 

--'— CL Mrs 



\ii 



Digitized by 



Google 



i^P4 THE DiSGO VERr,. 

• Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Ph, I had forgot — It is of no great confe*^ 

Sucnce now J. but let us fee who this is' from-r- 
reorge Medway ! I am almoft afraid to read it^ 

but 1 will know tjie worft. 
(ReadSy) 
« Within ;his hour^ njy Clara, the faithlefff 
dcfpicabic man^ who called hinifelf j^«r lovery 
will fupplicate your filter for her hand, and 
with* a heart lonjg devoted, and never, never 
to be recalled from you, offer mean, deceit-^ 
fill vows to her/ {Heaven's! whafs ibis?) ' I 
know iiot what 1 write^ for defpair dilates to 
my trenabling hand. Hafie me, .defpife mCy 
I conjure* (Iwijb I could do fo Poq) * yet hear 
the reafofls for this fatal change * Oh, 

this has given me an ague fit f 

£»/^rM/}RICHLY.' 
Mifs RICHLY, 
I am come now, fifter, to bid you fareweH; 
(Mrs. KnigbPly rujbes out, of the room. 
Blefs me,, what can be the matter with my lif- 
ter! flie feems ftrangcly: agitated — ftie was read- 
ing a letter — ^it was not that wtuch Ihe juit now 
fliewcdtome.^ — What qm it be? but 1*11 not 
intrude to a(k her ; I believe flie can; difpenfe 
with the ceremony of an adieu^ and 1 can dcx 
part vithout one^ 

[Asjhe is goif^ eui^ Cdontl ME D W A Y 
is Jhewn in hy a fervanty bothftofjhort^ anS 
look at each other. 

COLO NEC. 
I did not expedt this, Clara! I thought you^ 
would have fpared nte the pangs" of fuch a^ 
meeting,- 6 - . 
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Mifs Jl I C H L y. 
It was not defigned. Six, believe me-, yet, if 
you had vouchfafcd to have given me but a lit- 
tle notice of.this vifit, it would Jxayc been but 
kind. 

COLONEL. 
I thought my letter, diftraded as it was — 
would at leaft tiave preveijted an interview. 

Mifs R I C H L Y, 
'What letter? 

CO L O N E L. 
Did not you receive one from nle within this 
hdf hour? it was the earlieft notice I cQuldgive 

you. 

- - Mifs RICHLY.' 

1 received iionet but now you mention it, % 
am afraid it has fallen into^my fifter'^s hands. 
COLONEL. 

If fo, then, Clara, what # monfter muft I ap- 
pear to you? ignorant ?ls you ancof the motives 
of my ftrange conduft, which in th^t ktt^r I 
explained at full. 

Mifs R I C HL Y. 
" Indeed, I am but ill prepared for fuch a fud- 
den Ihock — yet I am wiliing to believe you 
muft have had ftrong reafoms fbv wh^t you hav? 
done. , . ' I ■ • 

GO LO NE L. 

Can the genferofity of y<iur heart adniit it 
ias an excufcfor my leaving j^q, that it is to 
fave from utter and immediate ruin, arfether thit 
I dearly love? 

Mifc RICHLY. 
. It can. Sir,- and honour you for the imvtvty 
ibr I am. fore that nothing eife could .have 
brought about fuch an event-, and I fhould little 
deferve that eftecm whieh I hbpe you ftill re- 
tain for itie, if I could not give up wy feeb]^ 
-• ^ <^2 claim 
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claim to your tendernef^, fear tics of. fo ij^iyzh 
inore importance. 

CO t O N E L. 

6h Giara, wJiy'did 1 ffive you iip? wfet 
have I got to compenfate tpr yowr lofsl 
Mifs' R I C H L Y. . 

Your virtue ! the cotifcioufnef^ of having aft- 
ed right*— You have broke no oat}is, nopfoitiif- 
ies to me; nay, I haVe often told yqu J would 
never be your's but wit|i ygur father's confeht ; 
for funk as I am in fortn^ne^ t wquld not mejin- 
iy creep into a faimily th^t ^rej^ep ipj:. Aij^ 
for this reafon, 1 would neitnier give, 'nor , ^e^ 
ceivc a vow; but left y^u at full liberty to make 
fi better choice, when your duty or yoiyr ipfcr- 
efl? Ihould urge you. ^ 

C q ifiQJ^EL, ' 

.Tliat^ft.woird, niadam, cjirrie^ a reproach jn 
it^ ,which I cannot, bear. from, you.' .. \ 

:. :/ Mfft'R I c HL y. . .; , 

Db hot miftake me, Sir; t h^yp apt tlu: . |eaj^ 
fufpicion, that intewft .1ms jthe finalleft Ihareln 
t^is ?.6tioa-rrI!.wiih It h^i — ^for therj perhaps I 
Jhpuld part virith yoij y ith lefs reluctance, thai? 
KiSy I own J hav^ power to dq^ vye nrjufl: 
not touch upoh this ftring — Kly fifter J[oye§ 
voy, and I hopp will ipalfc ypu happy. 

• ; C/d'L O N E L. o . ) 

l ^^MX dp ypU/iay j .■ jiQ/ Clar^ np^, h^ppincfe 
§p{| I hgye:fhaken h^^d^ wh^tj hayedQOettfr 
day has maae a wretch of me for JiJfe^ I. .,.' I 
Wife K I C H L.Y- . 

• -OKSif-rt-fljcw iinore indifference, if you would 
not have me .rc^yinctOQ much,- at. my own fa^ 

fu^. .'. ■ "".'•■ :• "^ . ■■• 

:,. ;:. . Cp L ON EL. : 

. I -And what is jnine then,. Qara^ cpndeipped tP 

l^fin^ what is de^er ito me than life ; with thcj 
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fupewuided grief of giving up my days to one I 
cannot love — Tour condition ,is not quite fo 
.wretched;* you lUll are free, and time may inr 
cline you to beftow your heart upon ibme hapr 
.py m^i). ' ' ;'• • 

' : Miff RICHLY. - • 

,.. Never^ never. . . 

. COtQN^L. . 
. Do not .^y fo—rj had but ^hathope left to 
keep me from defperation-^f I lpfe.it,. I .IhaU 
forget all obligations, ^d gjve' my father up 
to poverty and ihame. 

; Mifs Rl CHI. Y. 
.' Nomoreliiefeechyou, Sir— you have made 
a noble facrifice of 'y bur loye— iio not lof? 
the mprit of ypur^Iial goodnefs, by repenting 
bf an aft; that raifes you higher even in hy 

: M. CO VON EL, 

Clara — the tears' ftand trembling in your eyes 
while you fp^^krrrKay give than vent, for I am 
aftanjcd to *recp alone. * [He turns from her. 

Mifs R I C ft L Y. 
. See — mipp arc jdifperfcfi already^— ^6lle£t your- 
self i beg of youi ypu l^aye a noble charadfcer to 
fuftain-^. . ' ' / ! ' 

- go L PNEL, c 

" Oh Clara, I am unequal to the talk— ^ — 3 
have no fortitude left — 

Mifs RICHLY. 
•' Think of -your unhappy father. Sir ! Ipt that 
keep up your refolution. I grantyou have a dif- 
ficult taiic, for nly lifter may poHibly think her- 
. ielf afFrpnted by the e^^anacion ybu have made 
;jn that letter^ which has fallen into her haocjs. . 
COLONEL. 
I hope Ihe may 1 
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Mifs RICHLY. . 
, Nay, . do not indulge ia fuch a. v4ia hope, 'tis 
but ^ jbrmife of mine, and mHy h^v^ QOthing. in 
i?>. ; ■ I kpow ihe fqfpe^d . mr ixs^cbment t^ 
each other, yet that did not check the .prc^r^fc 
of her love.— tI am. going to quit: her houfe df- 
reftly, and this, fir, tor my own, fornjy lifter's, 
and for your fake, is the laft time we muft ever 
•tteet-wr-forget me, fir, and try— 1. colfijiire you 

Itrytd be happy » [Exfk 

COL ONE L. 
Clara— ftay— ftayJ— So! all's it an end— ^-^ 
and the hope I had nouriftied for jj^irs isyanifli- 
Jedlike a dream.-^This trial was more than I 
thought I could fujppprjti'but K^^ noble firm- 
ftels, I believe, made me afhamed to fink ^uite 
tiftddrthe blow that has parted us for evcrr— rrrl 

wifh I were out erf this fatal-ho^fe ^fbr I am 

ycry unfit to aft t^ lover's part*. . .:. ^ > 

f.p'RD. ... 

' fifM now, ,Med\vay ! what is fhi^ meaning of 
^S'?- alone, ind' witlt a countefiahetf of delpair ! 
Ibid you wear^ a. better face.r. Wh^Ve's Mrs'. 
JCnightly? haVenotyoufeenheryet? I thought, 
py mis time, to have found yo^ii^ap her feet^and 
as I paffed by the dQ<^r^i^|^ejd in to help you to 
lj[^^p. love -y for I kjiow joUr lica^ti^ not warm 
ln}*the'tu)^ael|."7' ' ^ .1 ! 

tl 'My Lordy I Sim'vtty glad you ^e come ; yott 
fCHJStr indeai, make love for me ; fop I afliUt 
you I am in no condition to fpeak for myfclf. 

LORD, 
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- LORD. 

Why, vf hat's the matter mw? Ifup^eMifo 
iLichly ami you have been whining over one apn 
other; did nod warn you againft that, George^ 
and bid you write to her ? 

COLONEL. 
So I did, my Lord ; but unfortunately fhe did 
not receive my letter ; fo that by accident we 
metjuftnow, not, I affure you, with the kaft 
^defign on either fide. 

LORD. 
That was unlucky v but how came fhe tomife 
of your letter ? 

COLONEL. 
By a circumftance ftill more unlucky, for flie 
is afraid her fitter got it. 

LORD. 
What a curft untoward accident, if that be fo f 
yet her love for you will make her overlook all 
this. 'Twas but a thing of courfe, mere gallan-^ 
try. — 'Pll lead you to her, and turn it off. 
COLONEL. 
I beg of you, my Lord, to fee her firft alone ;. 
ihe doesnotyetknowthatlamcome ; thefervaht 
conduced me to this room, fuppofing ftie wa^ 
here, and lucky was it for me that it happened 
otherwife j her fitter's prefence fo difconcerted 
me, that I fliould have acquitted myfelf but very 
ill towards her. 

LORD. 
, But. fhe expefts you by this time -, a lover and 
out-fhy his appointment ! for fhame, George I 

COLONEL. . 

Let me befeech your Lordfhip to difpenfe witfc 
my feeing her juft now ; Til take a^turn ot two 

in 
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in the Park, and endeavour to compofe myfclf y 
and if my paflion for her fifter ihoidd'be menti- 
oned, yoUy my Lord, cgn, with a better grace' 
thah I, give it what turn you pkafe. 

LORD. 
Well— perhaps it may be better fo. I own I 
had rather fbe Ihould fpeak of that to me than to 

you : get you gone quickly ^I'il prepare the. 

way for you — She admits me to her toilet. 

[Exeunt different wirys^ 



Ekd of the fourth ACT- 



ACT 
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SCENE- im'hrd iAthiay^s Moujk , 

> Y what -a ftrangc fataRty arc all tny aateli* 

^ J governed ! Nothiilg that I can devife 

3Ut "vmat efids ih difappoiiitment and vexation. 
—Yet ^n thi? Wlkftaoce, I ought to be thaak- 
ful for my aifappomtment \ for had my defign 
been accomplifhed, into What a horrid gulpK 
Siould I have plvmged tny chi^drei;. It luakes 

my blood run cold to thkik of it. 1 was borii 

for deftruftieiii aiid the ruins I have made my- 
felf are qow come aimbling on my head. Nfi> 
hope left for avbidiqg them-^ho profpeft before 
me btil x|i%i^su:e.-*— **And the life of fliaiatie I 
Wvetolook back on ! To think how I hav<^ 
abufed and perverted every gift beflaoWed on ine 
for a bleilihg ! . How I ficken at my own reflec- 
tions 

Ent& Cotonel M £ D WAY. 

George ! What now, George \ 
COLONEL. 

My Lord, I* have been endeavouring t?oaflbme 
fuch a frame of mind^ as will, I hope, enable me 
to go through with rite tafk in which I have en- 
gaged. I am , f e^ciy now to wait on Mrs/ 
Rhigftdy. 

LORD. 

J . — did not cxpbft ydii back fo fopn. 

• COLONEL. 

' I thotights, my Lfird, the fodner I returridJ^ 
it *ould be the more agrecafete to you, aa w6fl, 
•#i ^elpeftftl^t<^th*4ikiy. 

■ R lord; 
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LORD. 

Can you feci nothing mprcrthan rclpcft far 
that lady, fon ?* ' ^ 

r, • ; COLONEJ.. 

My Lord/ you Enow T cannot. My heart is 
given to another* . J muft be 'unhappy, yet I 
hope I fhall not njake Mrs. Knightly fo. . . > 

. toKi>:;. .. r; 7 

Poor womari-^fhe is already too ipuch fo. ~ 

coLONEi<: . ;. \, ' 

Have you had any converfarioa.with' her, niy 

Lord? ' . • • - 

LORD. 
' I have. — 'You cannot be her hufband. ' ' 

' , COLONEL,' 

' I am willing, my Lord, if tfce lady will afccept 
bf me. • . . 

LOR D. 

' You know riot what you fay Oh, Geor^ge, 

George— you will ftart when I tell you thte ftrange 
difcovery Lhave made. 

COLONEL. 
What is it, my Lord ? 

L O.R D. 

Mrs. Knightly fhe to whom I would have 

joined you 1 find is > 

COLONEL. 
.What? • ^ / 

[ Oh Medway I — niy own daughter. , , .. , t 

.. COLONEL. ' ;;.,./ 

'You aniaze me, my Lord^-how did. yqia qif- 
cover it ? - - ^ • - 

. L O Rp. : - : .1 

Wheii* I went to foUicit'.fdT you, Ifoundlicr 

in her clofet, uncjcr great agititign^ on acequnt 

of the letter, you- had writtfs^i to Jjer fift:ei>7^^^ 

pleaded for you, but found het averfe and ppkj- 
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frrJn;.^ little paufe,;of difcourfe^ I happened: to 
caft my eyes on the pifture of a^l^^y^jwhiGh hung 
juft before me^ and^'was ftruck with the refem- 
blaace of a beauty ^bcttir,.in inycarl)idays> I loved, 
andcrueliy betr^yedii« • 'i r :.'-.^: m ^' 

*■:.*.■.•. . ^10.i.0.N:E'iN-; ■; - . ,;, ': 

I renienibcr, myv JLord, 'tia:h^v§ hpard jpii^ 

fpeak of feme flich thing — a /lady, who, when 

you made your firfl: can>|>aigh imPprtiigal, give 

you her love. " ...or 

LORD. 
. iXhe-fame-^I thought the injured courLtenance 
feoned'tp' fro\KriiAipon me. Surpnizediati.the 
fight, /} haftily -. demanded whdTe rthe ' pidui^ 
wfcv .and was told by/! Mt$. Knightly 'twas.hcf 
mother's. • rir/rh -■ i -^^^w 

'COLONE)Lj 

j: That muft, . indeed, my Lord;' hare fhocSed 
you. * ' v7.: -' ^^ ^'rl 

D Q R 0. 
'. Ohv 'twas nodiingtowhatlfuffchedaftdrfTWien 
farther . vicgrng ^her to . fetisfy^ my .turiofityy<S» 
told' me her mother's, namie tod c^m^ ! v fThd ap 
parens confufifcm -tlib; threw merijote^dro'tizedrh^r 
in.cher/tura t-o^alk'We.&me. q»^ons,i -whii^ 
ferpy^4: abotitthis amagjingrxpfcanattion.' • : ni 

SJje .could nptf know ypu by yqyPt^^ajriejmjf 
Lord, as itwas.fiis:e/^y:biltij you affumed /i^^?^ 
wiftfetho title lOfMddway. ■■ V: *^' '-' 
:f V / ■[ LOftD. : ^ . /:.-, 

Taie.— ^She had heard of me by my own'f^ 
mily name, and afked me, with a faltering voic?» 
whether I had not formerly been at Liibon, and 
borne the name of Selby. My.ackhowkging that 
I had^ threw herJntQ agonies, from which I, with 
(di^igulty, recovei'ed her. ■l,'-' 

R a C Q- 
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COLON EL. 
' Did you never knowv my l.(M\f>, Adt you fc»i 

ifc daughter by th^t lady- ? 

LORD. 
c* Ohno,;]Mvl. I'if«^ rcciaCkd to England eaurlji 
in my amour with her. I married fcoa after m)p . 
return, and^ thiwBgHtle6 and young 33^ I tjica 
\1rdA9 aever eaqui^ed after her more* 
I : COL ON E L. 

IJqw tJjCTii, 01^ t-^d, cw. igou be ccrtaaa of 
this^ad:? ' ^ 

L OR a 

Ohy Med>^ ? by too fure ^ wideace»«Thc 
penitence and dieep temorfe of a dying wonun t 
Si he! ufihappy lady confelfed the fecret^ with all 
jt&xircurirftances, to thi^^ h«i? daughter,^ wKeo fl^ 
was OA her death-bed. 

C^OLONEL. 
? MtC^lLui^ti^r ttien^ had paflied for Mr. Rich- 
ly's daughter ? 

LORIX 
r She liad i. tke mat^lHi hetniseen him andi her 
«{k>tj>er wasiia^y coo/duded by h^r friends, im« 
niediately.a^cr my departure. At the time of 
this tody's birth^Mn Richlywa& abfeac onius af^ 
ftxirsiat;hei]bdk3^; aiuitKo^fhecameintOLthe world 
in Ms thapk fevenmoftths: after th^ marriag;;, yet: 
(this circumftanc^ being carefully concealed frono^ 
iiiti^ he JDcver doubted ofhtr^ h^ihg his own. 

•CO I. Q N K L. . . 

Poof Clara \ fixe then ha^ been doubty^iMri^'i^ 
cd, in being depriv^ of Ker birth-right, as wel) 
as in lolitig the tmeq^alportion which her father 
kftl^l?;' '-" ' 

; LORD. 

^TksLt wasthe caufe whidfi wru»g the ftcret 

6x)m her dyiiTig mother's breaft. Her ^leceaftci 

hufband had,^ 0irough a partial fondnefs for his^ 

• . , . ; fuppofcdi 
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|g^gofed (:ldeft daugi^t;^ left her fuch a i^pm* 
porttbhate fhare of bis wealth ; and the lafiother, 
m divulging the fcoret, ohl'gcd Mrs, Knightly^ 
Wjith ji^r Wltfc^ef^ht to 4i^jg|b<:ett>hcrfiftcnr.This 
ihe herfelif, in. qie hurry of her flbame, ftirprbci 
and grief, acknowleged to me« 

COLO N E L. 

I lofigtqi kftow^ my Lofd^^irhat resulted frodi' 
this extna9t4Mwy irttien^k^^^ 
. LQitB. 

Mrst. Knightly 'S agitntton^ate not to be de^ 
(cribed She wepjt and wrung her hands. I mixed 
my tears T«th her^s i atifl, while, flie'fell on her 
knees before mc^ I iavoJuntafily dropped on one 
of minje^ and begged of her to accept a blefling 
from her repentant father* She ftrained xm to hej 
bofom 5 then rifuig with a noble air, fhc made a 
forrowful and fileot motior^ with her hand that I, 
jfhould leave her«, Xdidfo^ and haitened bome^ 
to brood over my own j-eflecSions— Oh fijck r^ 
fleftions 1 fuch refle^ians^ G<^orge !. 

.COLO N EX, 
, My hotd, the;re i&;(b(Hf thu^ fc^es^Mrdinavy 
in this event, that it looks as If Providence itfctf 
iiad interpofed, ' / 

.. :: i^QRa 

Oh, Medway, 'tis for your, fake then; I do 
not deferve the care of tijQsavtn I 

COLONEL. 
; I l3«g» OSy Lord, yowrrcill not entertain fuch 
fkipondii^ thwghtSi b^hope tiie befie - 
LOAD. 
George ! there's no foundation here fop. hope •, 
I want tnat within which fliould fupport me. It 
is nejt sh»v Jafhinefs of wtt, or vamty of fupeKior 
talents, that caa avaii.me in an hour like this, 
Vi |iw ttew ■ aH» ligy, the whol€ world, were I 

Wafter 
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mafter Qf •' it,' to B^/pbflefled of ^fuch.a Virtuogs. 
fclf-acq\iitt€d heart -as* jnours; '• \ ' , ^ - 

Y owe* thinking- thus, imy Lordy mak^yoiv aP 
molt .the very maai you t^ilh- t<>-be. • 

. L o vld: - 

Oh, George, .George! words' cannot defcribe 
die i adgmfii which \ weU I Ihoiil^ be refigned 
to it, did it concern myfelf only, ^s'rti^juft pumlh* 
ment of a life of folly ^ind ^ct; but \yhen I think 
of yoii and o£ your mothfcr; I aiti ^iftraded. - 
. ' .. '■ •■:' r^i-'.'i :> \. \ . : ' ■ . ^ .'' - 
/ . . jE»f^r: £^jy;M' ED W A^^^^ 

-■• '' • ''i^^^jbY. '"...,.; 

My dear! [Lgr^fji^Ieaway turns from her.J 
Way, vhj do you let ypuf father fink ihus under 

his apprehenlvon^'? •/ ' - ' j, 

- ■:- /'^COLONEL.:^ ;'';:^f" '^ ." 
Do you Ipeak to him/^rriatiam^^ he'waiit's your 
tchdernefe to* footh the trbu'feles 'Of liis 'piind. 

L A-D Y. — ' • 
My dear, you have no caufe td be.thu^ affeft- 
ed ; 1 come a happy me^flenger of jbyitil' i^ews 
to you. ... 
L O R p. 
Joyful, do you fay f that would, iadped, fur- 
prize me. . - ' - 

LA DY. ' ''^ '^ 
Mrs. Knightly i'5 in my chanaber, my Lord. 
We have had a longconrerfatioh; ' $lle<^as told 
me the ftrange event whicih this d»y hjas unfold* 

ed, and begs tofpeak with you fl^all I bring 

heria? - -'- . •> 

LORD. V' ; ' ' 

Ay, pray do, niy dean [E^iU-Lddf. 

COLONEL. > ' : c* 
ReaiTuiDe your fpirits, my lyord:; I.'dare pro* 
mife j{ou a happy iflue to this aftaijr. 
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^. 1 pwji^ tKis unexpected, yifit ^xoxn Mrs.ifcnjgHt- 
ly Ifas a 'irttle .revived h^e •, and the geheroui 
franknefs with 'which, ftie has eommunicated the 
fecret to*my wife, fhews ftie has a noble .^nd; en- 
larged mind. • '• r • y 

, Enter Lady MED\4^AY ^^ m^- KNIQliTLY. 

*•'' ^' Mfs. KNIGHTLY. 
^*- My Lord-, 1 fhbughtto^havc found you akrne^ 
I cannot, without confLifion,^look up to Colonel 
Medway* . , . -' ^ 

LO^R D. 
yTgUy madani, have nocaufe; but, if my fon's 
prefence creates in y6u any uneafinefs, he £haU 

withdraw. . * ' ' ' - 

• Mrs. KNIGHTLY. ^ 
He need not, my Lord ; for as he is materially 
concerned in what I have to fay, 'tis fit he fliould 
bp prefent at, my explanation. I prefume, fir, 
you are by this time no ftrangerto my ftory.- 
C O L O N K L. 
I think myfelf happy, madam, in finding I have 
fo near and tender a claim to your regard. 
' Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I hopie *to give you one ft31 nearer,- fip. I will 
not now apologize for the means by which Lcame 
at the knowlege of that mutual love which I 
find there is between my fifter and you. 

LAiOY, 
• It needs no excufe, madam-; it was a happy 
event, as it gave my Ijord the opportunity d£ 
making a difcovery fo fortunate for us alL 

, . Mrs.. KNIGHTLY. 
*" .My Lord, I owe my fifter a^large amends *for 
the diftrefs* I ' have occafioned her on fribre ac- 
counts than one ; and you in youl- turn, I think, 
^ , Ihould 
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(bould rccoropenie your fool for the facrifice Jift 
was willing ro make td ^tfu. Has he your pcf-» 
miffion to make Clara his bride K 
COLONEL. 
OhjXiiadam^ you are tx)o, too gobi 

Mrslf^K NIGHTLY. 
You have but little reafon, fir, to fey fo yet* 
My Lord, the Colonel's li^e for my fiftcr en* , 
fures his happmefs^ and, to render her acceptable 
to yO«i, I am ready €o fharc half my ^Ktone^th * 
her. 

L O R D* 
Oh, Medway, whtt an exalted mmd is here t 

LADY. 
My dear, do not )ceep your Ton fuibeaded^ ha 
ieems to check the tranfports that I lee lifingitt 
his heart, till he has }m father*^ fimdtion to nii 
love* 

LORD* 
Take, take yOur Clara from this c^cellen^ 
creature's hand, and may you both be bleited ! 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY, 
No thanks. Colonel — [the Cokmel advances td 
Mrs. Knightly'] — reftrainyoUr raptures till you 
fee my lifter* ' 1 have fcnt to defire her company 
hcjpe— And now, my Lord^ I hope I have, by 
this one. ad of juftice (fbr it is no mere) mad^ 
lia^py^ the near eft, and dear eft rekuioas I havc^ 

on earth* 

LORD. 
" .Soft I Lady Medway ! help me to praife and 
to acknowl^ as I ought,* fuch uneicampled 
goodnieft ! ' 

LADY. 
Oh, my dear, I -want words— —Medway *$ 
gratitude, jou fee, has&Qpt his utterance. 

X ' Enter 
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Enter a Servant. 

. ^ I SERVANT- 

Mils Richly, madam, is belowi 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
' My Lord, and Lady Mcdwayv v Ul you let mrf 
have the pkafvire of prcfenting the Colonel to" 
my filler without any other witriefs ? 
L O R P »nd LADY; 
By all means. 

.COLONEL. 
You, madami have the beft right toiiifpofi 
of mci . 

' Mrs. fcKiaHTLV. 
Come^^ fir. IShe^ve/ infhbef bandy and be leads 
b& ouf.'l . "' , 

, JUrd and Lady M E "DYJ AY ^aloni. 

Oh; 'Lady Medway, I have not merited the be- 
nefits which are thus ihowered down upon me. 

But it is your goodnefs, y6ur*s and my chil- 

dlfen's vit-tUe, have oeeii the care of Providence, - 
and / am blefled but for your fakes. Yet, my 
d^arj I have the fatisfaftiori to afiure you, that 
what has paflid this morning, joined to fome . 
other late incidents, have ib thoroughly awafccn^ 
cd refleftion in me, that from this day forward 
ypu will find me a new man. , . ^ 

tADY. 

* My t-btd, if you are fenfiblc 6f any thing ift 
your (idriduft that yoU would wifli to feftify, I 
j^oice that you havetaken your refplqticns froirt 
the feelings of yoiir own heart ; for it would 
gj-'icve me if I thought I had dven By, a lock 
rdproached you. 

LORD. ' ' 

You never did, madArfi; I ackiiowlegc y.ou' 

S -havtf 
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have been the bcft.of wive& ; 'ys fime now that 
J Ihould in my turn ftudy to deferve that con- 
ftant and tender regard from you, which I haye 
hitherto but too much Rrghted, And now, beft of 
women, receive my hand a fecondtime; and with 
it an affurance, which I could. never make before^ . 
that you polfcfs my heart entire. \Tbey^ embrace. 
LADY. 
Oh^ my dcati \ never* was truly happy till 

this inftant* , . , ' • '^ 

^. L O R D. _ , . 
" Yotf n find my coirduft asptrfeftly reformed 
as your heart ca^ wifh ^ jafliir^ jfourfclf you will.' 
.; ^ ,.^_ .; LA D'V.."." 
Pray, my dear, no more— you are »^ every 
thing that I wouM have you tp be. I haVe but 
one wiih leftV which,, ^ro/^i^itj be accompliilied, 
would reader ooc corojpktcly (lappy- — r?^^ 
Loulfa! . . ., -*'..'". 

; _ L o r.d; ; . 

*I undefftan4 you, my dear- — 1-1 hear young 
Bfanville is' returned. ' " ' "- ' / 

•' " ^ L A b Y,\ • 
■He vSy my Lord; he arrived laft night — ^I*' 
do not prelume to'mentioni'/jw;' but indeed 'Ac 
cannot be happy with Sir Anthony. 

• ''^ LORD. ; ^^^ 

I would willingly gratify you in every thing \ - 
but how^can L acquit rnyfelf with honovir-to Sir 
Anthony ? ''Yi)u know he has piy pj:om3^,> ^ , 

. . 'l a d x ^ " ;;/.; ^ , 

I know it, my dear j. yet a^ I fure lip is ftiH^ 
fo much in Mrs. Knightly's power, th^p withr 
her affiftanc'e;! make no doubt b\K you wuldM^ 
cafily difengaged from it. . 
LORD. 

JVL that could be done *' ' 

LADT- 
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. ,L A.D y. .. » 

. We fiall certainly have a vlfit,frpm him pre- 
fently •, fiippofe, my X;ord, Mrs. Knightly were 
to irf^ her influence on him when they meet, it 

will be a good opportuiiity 

LORD. - ' - 

Well, my dear, — ^-youlhali take your own 
way. 

M*^rai(melMEDWAY, J^s. KNIGHTLY, 
Mfs RICHLY^ ^i LOUISA; while Lord 
Medway and the Colonel talk apart. . ' 

(Mrs. Knightly \prejents herfifier to hadyMedvsay .) 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. • .\ 

Madam, receive a fifter from my h^d$^ 

Mifs RICHLY. ^ 
Oh, fifter, my obligations to you ' \ 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
No more, fifter^ I have but acquitted myfe]Jf 
of a duty ' ^ 

LADY. 
Loaifa, I have been petirioning for you once 
more ; my Lord has yielded, if he can with hiv 
nour get off from his word to Sir Anthony. 
Dear Mrs. Knightly, with a little of your lielp, 
I am fure it could. eafjy be done^ . \ 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY, 
Madajnn, you- may command me in any 'thing. 

LOUISA. ; 

Oh, madam, a -wdrd from you, nay a kind 

look,' would I ^m fute xecal youf fugitive lover, 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY; 

. I have not x)^t vanity to think fo ; but fince it 

Villbe agreeable tp you, I'll fry if I have ftjll 

aaiyintcrcft in him: 

,. L APT. 
. ^This is about his time of vifiting us* . What 
if yby were to xnnke the cxpprimenj hen: ?' 
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Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
To oblige ypu, ladies — thus much I muftrt^l 
you, I nev?r rpcan to marry again j bijft; I know 
It will content Sir Anthony oarely to ,bc rcftore.d 
W n^y good graces. 

jj^nter a Servant. 

SERVANT. 
Sir Anthony BranviUe is below, my Lord ! 

. L O R p.. 
rU wait on Iilm. 

LADY. 
Dear, my Lord, fufFer him to be cdndu&ed in 
here. 

Mrs, KNIGHTLY. ; 
My Lord, I have a defign of ftealing him 
from Mifs Medway I aflurc you. 
LORD. 
Oh I fee yov hs^ve been plotting-^Pefirc Sir 

Anthony to walk up ^Louifa, on this joyfvil 

day I muft not. fufFer you to wear a look of dif- 
contcnt — ^You owe all tp this lady, apd the beft 
of mothers. 

LADY. 
Loyifa, you had beft retire, [Exit Lpuifa. 

l^nttr Sir AN T H Q N Y,^f^j low to Lord 

and luidy jidedwa^y tben loch round with fur-^ 

prize. 

• Sir ANTHONY. 

My Lord, I thpught my eyes would have been 
t>lcired with the fight of niy fair miftrefs. 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 

Then I find it is>U over. {Half afide.y What, 
Sir Anthony, not a look ! Have you quite fqr- 
got me ? 
^ Sir ANTHONY. 

Ah, madam, that enquiry comes a little of t^^ 
l*t?ft> I do affure yoy. ^ 
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Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I am forry for it, Sir AnthonyV 
Sir A N T H O N Y. 
My Lord, I hope yotir Lordfhip is of opinion 
that I do not deviate from that fidelity which I 
owe your excellent daughter, in entering into 
conference with this lady. 

LORD, 
By no means. Sir. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
I flatter myfelf I am indulged with your la- 
dylhip's favourable conftruftion on the fame 
Qccafion.. 

LADY.. 
Without doubt. Sir Anthony. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Colonel, I would entreat the favour of being 
uncenfured by you likcwife. 

COLONEL. 
Oh, Sir Anthony, the laws of good-breeding 
are not to be difpenfcd with. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
Sir Anthony, I am glad of the opportunity of 
afking your pardon, in prefence of this wor- 
%hy family, for any part of my behaviour which 
you may have taken amifs. 

Sir A N T H O N Y. 
Madam, I am not worthy of fo great a con- 
ceflion ; would to heaven, there had never bee^ 
gny occafion given for it ! 

Mrs, KNIGHTLY, 
I wilhfo too, Sir Anthony; but J find my 
repentance comes too late. 

Sir A N T H O N Y. 
Repentance ! heavens, madam, do you c^n* 
(lefcend to feel any compunftion on the occafion? 
Mrs. KNIGHTLY. 
I do indeed, Sir Anthony. 
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^ Sir ANTHONY. 

Then, madam^ I apprehend it will no.t be fo 

advifeable for me to abide within the reach of 

-your influence; I think I cannot do a vifer 

jthii>g ttiaato ilop my cars againft your allur^-^ 

Mrs/ KNIGHTLY.. 
Not tin you have firll beard me, ' dear Sir An- 
thony 

Sir ANTHONY. [Afide.] " ' * 
Dfar Sir Anthony ! I had heft depart, Lady 
Medway* 

LADY. 
No, pray ftav, good Sir Anthony, 

Sir ANTHONY, 
There is a great peril in it, I aflure yoiir la« 
dyfliip. ... 

COLONEL. 
I thought yotir love for my fifter. Sir Anthony, 
would bt a fufficjent guard againft ypurrelapixng. 
sir ANTHONY. . 

Her charms^ Colonel, I am ready to acknow^ 
legja ihould be an s)trmour of proof-, but give 
jnn^ leave to tell yoii, if there be a vulnerable 
part aA)Out me> this fqrcerefe (craving her par- 
flonfor the exprefTion) will certainly &id it opt. 
Mrs. KN.IGHTLY. 
. Sir .Antli^nyr 1 confefs I have been to blame 
.in triflicig with a n^n of your worth j yet I own 
i dic| not think you would have talj^ea my little 
c:apriciou$ cdynefs fer aw abfplute refufad of youy 
fddrcflfcsL • . 

Sir ANTHONY. , j. 

Madam, niddtoi, takff care ; I am h^ a man 4 
-fbough: IJnQpe norAyhhout fortit«dc to^ fuftain 
|iu)fc trials of ray virc«w and my paticnCe. 'i 
.Mrs. KN^IGHTLY. 
'Tis /, Sir Anthony,, who.hayb rtqft ofeefl of 
•*|bmtude but go, ungrateful as you are. 
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. Sir ANTHONY. 

pQ you hear that, my Lor4 ^ Before heaven, 
there "ncvdr' was fuch ail inthantfcis IipCe'the 
days of Armida* ... 

... LP R D. 

' I ani fufprifcd; 1 coiifefs, Sir Anthony, 
Sir ANTHONY. 
Wdl you may, my tord-^-4hc«i$ hung rou^d 
with ipdls — ^I do aver it to you I am rog.tcd here ;, 
1 have not power tc^^i^ipyXord." 

, .c 6 L.Q N^:i^. ;^ : 

Bkf$ m^ Sir Aathwy;) tim'& veryilrangir. ' 

• ..Sit KH. T a Q wy..^ .cw4k. 4»q«ir.i .... 

I ufe the word but metaphorically eqlqnclj. 
I have not abfoluftl; lofr* diC, ufe of my limbs, 
thank ixeatrem- ;' 

L R p. 

Then, Sir Attthouy^ypu had better retire, 
bcfbccit-bctQD.lare. li . t- / r 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY.. : .c 

Ay do, and carryltfiat loVe, whicH was my 
rights uv Mills .Med^trajc; but let. me/tdl. you. 
Sir, as a punifhment for your inconftancy,. -thatt 
her heart is already ^iVbil away to another. 

• '•';-•: Sir-AMTHONY- ' "' '^ ,- ' 

• *Tls unlawful in yoiij m^dam^ to flamfci* an- 
innocent lady'^ reputfttien. —■ - 

Mrs. XNIGKTLY. 

1 fpcak nothing but the truth, 'Sir Anthoi;y y 

and what is more/lknofwyotir aephewfiranVkle 

is thtman,. and t|j^at ftie is^ equally behoved pj 
him' . - - r, ^* - -•; .. i ..*.--. .w 

*;•;--•- ^SiV 'AN T;ff6;T*Y;/ ;-/ ;. 

' 'My* nephtW" Braiivfllc ^ oh* he^vcns^ nittdim^ 

. what do you tell mc!-my^otd1"ttT^adyMed- 

way ! may I believe whit tiU ihcomp/;e]i?nljblc 

L^ADT, 
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LADY. 
Sir Anthony, I muft own that I believe thcrd 
is an afFeftion between your nephew, and niy 
daughter. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
I am thunder-ftruck — petrified — converted 
into ftohe. - ' 

LADY. 
' I think. Sir Anthony, there is nothing fo ex* ^ 
traordinary in the circumftance. 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Madam, there is fuch a degree; of impurity^ 
in the bare imagination of a nuptial fo circurti- 
ftanced, as has, 1 affure you, totally fubverted niy 
whole fyftem. ' ' 

COLONEL* 
I am forry. Sir Anthony, you were, not in- 
formed of this fooner. 

Sir ANTHONY. ^: .;>- 
Sir, 'tis not too late to prevent my honour! 
from being ftained^ 

LORD- ; 

You muft judge for yourfclf in this cafe. Sit 
Antkony- 

Sir A N;T H O N Y.. . 
My Lord, paffionately as 1 admire the lady^ 
I wduld fuffcr martyrdom, rather than.fpleni- 
nize a marriage under fuch inaufpicious influx 
ence. 

COLONEL- 
Sir Anthony^ you are not prcflcd to do it. 
Sir ANTHONY, [Apart to the Colonel J 
Colonel, I am not a man of a fanguinary 4>i^ 
rit, but if. fuch a meafure is deemed neceflary— ^ 
I am at your fervice either afoot or on hctffe' 
back — youunderftand me. 

COLONEL. 
^ There is no Qccafion^ 1 affure yoiv Sir. 
.3 • 'Si«r 
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.Sir ANTIH^ONY. 

' latiitffiady-i-^th&t's all^-my alacrity is pretty 
notorious on thofe occafions- i . . 

.CQLON.EL. • . M 

JFor my. part I .approyb^ofyour pjiiAj^io ia- 
■tirely. .''•■: . , 

Sir ANTHONY. 

I am proud of yo^ir apprcto^ljWr J«y Lord, 
! hope. I am honoured .with ypurs^ in giving up- 
my pretenfions to the tfeir lady, .your daughter. 
; ; . / >£IORD. /.v. ' 

• Sir, you have my free cOijfent.;- ' ,• [ •; .. 

Mrs. :k>n.ig,h.tly. 
' . Then,r.Sir Anthony,. I am fure you hayertoo 
much generofity not to promote your, nep|^ew'$ 
happirie'fsi if my Lord is willing. — 
_ , . L Q R D. 
' I have no obje<56on to Mr; Branville, nrudam, 
— but Sir Anthplty^'kpQWS my inability to give 
ray daughter a'fortuoe equal to her-rapk — 

: ';..:. Mrs. KN4QH.TLY. \. . 
. Oh, my Lpi;d^ \ anj>i^re^. ^ir_AAtb9nj is too . 
poble,' to let tte forbid. conficjeration 01 money 
be a bar to the happinefs of two faithful lovers — 
,.>,'_;';.■ Sir. AiSfTHONY.* ' . 

'On the contrary,^ madaih, Tam charmed that 
my nephew has (udi ^n opportui;iity, of fhewing 
t}}§ gjenerefity inherggt in the family ^pf the Bran- 
villes, by contemning riches, in compacifon of 
beauty. • - ^ r , 

- ; CQLaN^^L-^ 
Indee^viSir Anthony^ !he deferves.all your af- 
fedion '^ for t ho' I know he doatS on my fifter, 
yet hearing that you addrefled her, ^he refolved 
to give, her up.. 

Mrs. KNIGHTLY.,. 
<<jenerbus young man } ^. '".'/,' 

T Sir 
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Sir ANTHONY. 
Ah ladies, fee what delight the Kttle ijportive' 
god takes in perfecuting* us^ tfue kireirsi — Mf 
Lprd, if my nq)hcw has your confent, I aflure 
you I will Fender him 4n point of fortiane, wor- 
thy (^the lad$: of his heart. 
LORD. 
Sir,, after an iiiftance of fuch gcncn&fitjt, your 
alliance m\i&. be doubly acoeptaine to me^ 
^ Mrs, KNIGHTLY. 
And now. Sir Anthony>/Lhope you^will returi^ 
to* your lawful fovereigni. 

Sir A N T H O NY. 
Arbttrefs of my: f^o^ thus I itaflisme my 

liappy bondage 

[He kneek and t(^ser Mrs. Ibiiktlfj badi.^ 

Enter Sir VLXK^Y and Latfy FLUTTER. 

Sir HARRY. 
What the duce is aU this ! n^. uncle in ht^ 
roics at my widow's feet f «V€ry. thing's topfy- 
turvy I thhik--^Myl,ord ! iLady Nfedwayf an-^ 
explanation quickly, for heaven's fake ! Mife 
Medway ga^ us a hint of iotm^ ftrange tilings 

that were going forward here What are you^ 

all about? 

Lady FILUTTER. 
Dear Mrs. KnighdjTr I abfolutely die wit}^cu- 
riofity ! ^ 

Sir H A R R Y. 
My dfear, i£afsz difcife that witt^ never iLth 
you, forydu have been wonderfully f^bjeft to it 
tver fince you and I wcm acquainted. 
Lady FLUTTER. 
Prithee, Sir Iwiy^ let yoyr tongue keep pee 
with your wit, and Then you will not tajk foiaft-^ 
—Tell me, do, Mrs. Knightly- ^ 

Sir^ 
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Ifo, don't Mrs. Knightly— -My 4ear> you real*' 

iy put me in mind of the cat in tb&^nble, wko was 

fiietamorphofed into a fine lady v t»^ ^pon tfao 

Arfk tensptatioA--^flto-.--egad Ibe was a cat agauw 

Lady FLUTTER. 

And you pot me in mind--^^ 

LADY. 
Take.care^iny dear, take care- [Jtaw her a/Sdej 

LORD- 
Beware of a xelapfe, lady Fkitter^^ yo» M)p now 
kappy i£ you are incUnei^ to continue k. 

Ififide t0 her. 

Lady flutter- 
So, mky Lord! who has metatnorphofedj^M, 
pray? 

* L O R D- 

Lady Medway 

Mrs. KNIiGHTLY. 
My dear lady Fliitter,: you Ihall knovrdl at an^- 
other opportianity. For thcprefcnt, I amfare k 
will give you pleaforc, to wifh the Colonel and 
my fitter Joy on their happy union, to wl^cb. 
ihy Lord has Gonfented. You are to' congratulate "^ 
mifs Medway too on her approackmg nuptials 
with Mr. BranviUe. — 

Sir ANTHONY. 
Ard you are* to felicitate ;iPf, niece Flutter, oo 
being permitted the tranfcendent happinefs, of 
once more bafking in the funfhine <A this lady*^ 
ft^voun " 

LORD. 
And you are aU to congratulate me,, upon^s 
double occafion y firft, on that of being perfedljr 
blefied in domeftickjc^s ; and next, that of feeing 
me a dioroughly reformed man. [Exeunt ^mmu 

• End Of TBI FIFTH ACT. 

I 
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-fJZliJXJ^rkngc odd maggots fill an author^ s p(Ue f 
i . < ^ A female cfiurt, ^ofjujiice-r-rare conceit / ^ ^ i 
{LadifSj, I give ypu joy ..ofy^/cr newftathnsj ;, ' ; 
J think ySHlvc, had a trial — . of your pafienfey^ \ 
WSat^ five long a£lj^ and not lone pkafant fatly ! 
But grave Sir Anth^nfs attevtpt ta ral^ "^ ' ' - 
jy^ Jprighily rendezv^us;^ uo^frotty fellows^ 
4fo':wfje'ih^igHing^nef no^jufba'Kdj'^loUi \^.\ '. 2 
If tofuch innovations you fubmit^ 
^tnUfwallbv) tame morality for wit-:, '• ' ;. • •' - - 
Ufuch dull rules you ki dwetnan teaebi^ ; - '{'W'^* 
iier next atiempt, perhaps^ i^ill be to-j-preacb^ , 
/ told her, (for it vexed'mc to the heart). ^ 

'Madam^-^^^-^excufe n\e^-^^^i don^tHkemy pdrt-^ 
^Tis out of nature — n^er drawn from life^ * • i , 
JVho ever heard of fuch a pajfxve wife ?• • 
^0 bear fo much — Uisnot inflefh and blood — 
Such fejmaks might have liv^dSefore the flood. - 'jlF 
•Buf .now the chara£ier pitl feem fo fiaty , :^ *|^^ . 
Give me threats^ tearSy hyjlerics^ and' all that-^' . 
y/this dqn't- work upon my llord^ I hope . , 

\Toullfo cokirive the plot' — d may elope. - ■ ,^ *r * ** 
^^^ah mji advice^ I think IJ^now thetown^ .^ - ' 
Pt'^itbout Jkch aids your piece will fcarce go. down^ . 
Hold^ friendyjhe-crfd-^ — I -think Pve hit the way 
{To rec6ndk hothfe^es to the play \ ' \ ' 

' For^ while tl-^ prologue bids* our own befov*reign^ .; 
\^hejcinei ii^r^t{£ljhe other how to govern. ' /'^^^^j.? 
A harmlcfs plot — with credit to "difmifs ^^ , ^ 
TI^ piece — you know the^Jjcidi^es never hifs. 
And the" (heyjhoffld condemn ity yet the menfwt^ 

\ ; *Will leave a womatC s faults fo, women^s cenfure. '> 
* 'ftheyyprmtU> meeknefsy charity ^ and love ^^ * ' 

^.r Jke always ftlent where they cfitft apprrje. \ ;. ,.. . 
But if to Icudapplaufe we dare to 'aini^ 
It is the tnen muft ratify our claim. , 

' f' Vn I S/ " • 
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